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Grace Abounding 


TO THE mak 
| Chief of Si oi 
lA Britt a Faichin slain at th 


{ . exceeding, Mercy of. God in Chrift _ : 
x H-s poor Servant. 


|fOHN BUNYAN| 


NAMELY" 40 - 5 


In his Taking of him out of the Dungh'l, | 
and © onverting of -him to the Faith of his 
-Bleifed Son, JESUS CHRIST, - 


HERE -" |: 
Isalfo nartiGularty fhewed, what Sight of afi 
|. what Trouble he had far Sin; and allo, what 
varices Temptations he hath met with, and 
‘how God hath carried him through them. = | 
ennai enn emeenamnersmensd 


| Correéted, and much Enlarzed ‘now. by the 
Author, for the Benefit of the Tempted - 
. 4 and Dejeéted Chriftian. . . 


Vre Sevensh Edition, Corrected, witir che Re- = 
mainder of his Life and Charaéter 3 by. a 


vs 
, 


f 


ty 


Friend fince his Death. 


“ Cone and-bear, all ye that fear God, or I ail | 
_| declare prbagbe bath done for may S oul, PE {aly 66.16. 


| London, ?P rinted for Robert Poniler; and ae ; 
| to. be. fold by the Bookiellers of Lendin > 
and TERNS 1692. 
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PREFACE: 


OR: 
"Brief -ACCOUN T 


OR THE. " 
“PUBLISHING this WORK. 


WRITT EN 


By the’ Author thereof, and dedicated 
to thofe whom God hath counted 
’ him worthy to beget co Faith, PY 
= Miniltry 1 in the Word. 


a  Hildren, Grace be sith Jot, Ase. I 
" being taken from yeu in Prefence, and 
fo tied up, that L cannot perform thas 
: Duty, that from God doth lie upon me, 

to you. ward, for your Furber -edifung and buslding 
up in Fasth and Helinefi, Sic. yet that you may fee 
my Soul beth. Fatherly Care and Defign after your fpi- 
ristal and poet Welfare, I now .onte again, 

+ bafore, from the Top of Shenir and: Hermon, fo 
'  w from the Lions Dena, and from: the Moun- 
| tains of me Leopard (ne 8) do look yet af- 
bie . fer 


- « 


| 
an sell on ok ee 


.°) ' The Preface, et 
ter you all, greatly longing to fee your fafe Arrival 


“unto THE defired Haven 


” 8 FpbaphGod upge every Remembrance ef you, are - 

“repayce even mbile Eftich betloeen thé Yeerh of the Lions 

at the Wlderneff, that the Grace, and~ Mercy, and 
Knowledge of Chrift, our Saviour, which God hath 
beamed Upon... you,. 2500. abuydance. of Faith and 
Dove. _ Your Hungring sand ThirBings: alfo after fur- 
ther Acquaintance with the F ather, in bis Sons your 

Terdernef? of Heart, : your Tremoling at Sin, your fo. ' 

berand holy Déportnient alfo before both Géd and Men, . 

m great Refrofimens to me, for you are my Glory. 

xd Joy, 1 Thef2.20.. 655 - eee 

FT bawe Jent you here inclofed, a Drop of thas. 


Honey that I have taken ont of the Carcafe of a Lye .. 


a 


on, Judg. r 4. 5s Oy 7, 8. I’ have eaten thereof . 
my felf alloy and ams much rbfrefled thereby. § (Temp- . 
tations, when me.meet them at firfty are‘as.ebe Ly , 
on that roared pon Sampfon ; but if we overcome . 
them, the next tima we: fee them, we fhall find A 
Neft of Honey .wiebin shan.) The. Philiftines un- . 
devfiand me not. Is w& fomething a Relation of the | 
Work of God up my Soul, even fromthe very 
fuft, till, wow, wherem. you may perceive mp Caffe . 
‘ings Motor, and Rifings up 3 for ‘be. woundeth». and 
hu Hands make mbole: It ts weiteen in the Serg : 
-pture, Ma. 38. 19. ‘The Father to the Children. 
hall make known the Truth of God,» %a, st 
was for this. Reafow & lay fo: lang: at Sinai, (Lev. 4. 


~ 


arty oF oY ~ 7 -~ -  . t 


"The Préface? 


- 10, 11.) t6 foe-the Firé,: and the Clin’ 2M ba: 


Durkneff, that I night ‘fear-the’ Lotd all? the: 


« days of my Life upon “Earth,: and’ téll! of | his’ 


se 


wondrous © Worky to: my" Children}: Pals 78. 
+ Mofes, Nem. 337-F, 2. wise of ‘the’ Journey 
» mgs of ‘the Children of Mrael, from Egypt, to thes 


» Lind of ‘Canaan; :and thwimanded: alfo that they 


| did remember their forty-Rars Travelin the-Wilder-: 


mf: Thou fhale remeri.ber all the. Ways which: 


the Lord thy “God-leads-thee thefe forty Years- 


+ iv the: Wildernt(s; to humble thee, -ard to | 


ee ee 


4 
) 


prove thee, and to know “what wasn’ thind: 


| Heart, whether thou. ‘would keep: his Com-: 
: mandments, or no, Dene. 8. 2, 3. * Wherefore 
; shit 1 have endeavored todos. and not ‘only fo, but 
‘te publiflo-#¢ allo, that, sf God will,' others may bes. 


-, putin remembrance of what be: Bath ‘dine for tbest- 
J Seals; by reading his'Work apom ma 8 


7 


It is profiedble fo Chriftinas te sbe often calling 


. te-mind the very Beginnings ‘of Grdte’ with’ their- 


“= 


Sade. Ic is a Night to be-much obferved to the 


- Lord, for. bringing them our from‘the Land of « 


_ Egips..» This is that-Night of: the-Lotd -to-be+ 
- obfervied: of call the Children: of. Yfrael, -in: their~ 


Generations, Ewed: 12) 42. ‘My ‘God, fasrb: 
Bavid,- P/ak 42.6. My-Saul-is caft down withe - 
in me ; but “I will. remomber thee from the- 
Land of -Ferdan;and of the Hermenites, from . 
Cae 4 A 4 | the 


A. 


. The Preface: oe he 
the Hill Mixer. He remembred alle the ‘Lyon and |: 
the Bear, when he went so fight with the Giang.of \: 
Garhy y!Sam. 17. 36,.37. a ee a 
Ee was Raul’s accuffemed, manegr, AX. 22. and. \: 
that, when tried for bw Life, A&. 24, even te} 
open before. bes Fudses the manner of-- hi A 8 onverfion Coal b 
He teauld..sbink of, that Day, and. that . Hour, in |. 
arkich be firft,. did waet. wite. Grace; for he. found : 
st fupparted dim. When God bad brought the Clil.\ 
dren of. Utaek ous of the Red-Sea, far into. the UAL. |. 
dernefs, yet they wiuft turn quite about: thither a- 
gein, to.remember the drogming of their’ Engmies * 
therey Numb. 1.4. 25: for shough.,they feng -bis , 
Praife - before, yee they foon jarger bu Works, Pfal, tu 
BOB. KIS IR s af 
dn tha. Difcomfe of mine, you may fee mach 5. 
much, I. fer, of the. Grace of God towards me: F 
thank Gad, Icam_coune it much , for it.-toag abowe 
my Sins, and Satan's Temptations. taa,. I tan-re- : 
susmber. Tay Fesrsy. and -Doubts, and. fad Months, ; 
with Comforts: they are as the Head. of Goliah: sm. 
my Hand: There wast. nothieg to David like Go- - 
liah’s Sword, ewen thasSword shat flould have been . 
facathed ix: bis Bowels, for the xery fight and re= . 
membrance of that. did preack forth Gad's. Deliver. 
“rence to bins. 0, she Remembrance -of my great. 
| Sins, of may greag Temptations, and : of my great. 
Fears of perilling for ever! Thay bring. frefh into. 
my Mind the Remembrance of .my great Help, wi 
Ee Sa ee "  preat 


* 
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The Prete ~” | 
great. Support feom Heaven, and the grsxi Grace 


* shat. Godextended tofuch a Wretch as I. 


‘My dear Chslirem, call to mind the former Days 
and Years .of ancient Timés: Remember alfa your 
Sengs ini the Night, and commune with your owe 


_ Hearts, Plal. 73. 5, 6, -7, 8,9, roy ity 12, 


lea, look, dilrgantly, and leave no Corner sherein sn 
fearch’d.; for that # Treafure hid, even she Freafive 


_ of your fir? and fecond Experience of: the Grace of - 


a: 


~~ 


God tomards you. “Remember, I fay, the word that 


7 io laid bold upon you: Remember your Terrors of. 


Confcience, and Fear of Death and Hel: Remember 


. alo your Tears and Prayers to God; yeay, bow ‘you 


fighed under every Hedze of Mercy. Have you ne~ 


ver an Hill Mizar to Remember ? Have you forgot 
. the Clofe, and Milk boufe, the Stable, the Barn, and 


the like, where God. did waft your Souls 2 . Remember 
‘alfe the Word, the Word, I fay, upon which the - 


_ Lord hath caufed you to Hope: If you have finned 


| againft Light, if you ave Tempted to Blafpheme, if 


yeu are down in. Defpair, if you think God fights a- 
. ganf? you, or if Heaven w bid from your Eyes + 


remember, 18 was thus with your Father 5. but out 


; of them all the Lord delivered me. 
_ Ecould bave enlarged much in thi my Difcourfe of - 


my Temptations and Troubles for Sin; a alfo, of 
the merciful Kindnef, and Working of God with my 
§oul: I could alfo baveftepped into a Stile much 
Seghey then sha, in which I have bere. Difcourfed, 


— 


a ae Oe 


~The Preface. 
and could bee adorned all. things. more shan: here r 
have feemed to..do+ bute dare not: God dsd not | 
play in tempting of me mexther. did. D play, when I | 
funk, as into <a: boesamleft Pit, ‘phen the Pangs. of + 
Hell caught-hold upon.me , wiyefors E maynat : 
pla in relaging of them, but. be plain ahd Jimple, 
and Jay down the thing sit was > Ee thatJikerh se, 
lee him reacive ét.5.and. he. oe does not, let bi 
pees better. Farewel. . . oe | 
Se gunk, Gar te 4 Ree ee 28 ae, 


a 
‘ 5 fe Ly =e. ‘ ; . ‘ Z eae . 
rr ene & ‘ e a | Wh - . . . Hts Me 4 Pee ace “ei 2 
7 . : 


( e* / ' a 


as : ~ ok 4 i “ oF ; 
“My dear Children, - re = oe 


ahi ake 


Phe ‘Milk bd Hone} is ‘beyond this - Wilder: : 
nef ss God be merciful* to Vou, . and-grant 
5 Fou “be! fot flerbful to ) B0 iv to poffety the : 
: ‘ Land. = tS ; — . ; 
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Grace Abounding 


4 


TO ‘THE 


| CHIEF 
SINNER: Se 


A brief Relatida a es neae Met | 
.. °y-of God in Chrift,. to his} poor Ser-. 
‘Vant, Joba Bunyan, see 


3 x this” my Relation of the metcifuk 
. Working ‘of- God upon my Soul, it 
‘will not, be amifs, ‘it, in the firtt lace, 
. I do, in a few Words, pgive.you an 
Hinn of my Pedigree,.and masnet of bring- _ 
ing: up; that. chereby the Goodaels: and, 
waty of God cowards. me may ‘be-ehe. 
fore. advyaneed. ‘and faagnified before the 
vasof Mens. 
Bro és F ae eee 


Grace abounding oe, 
2. For my Defcent then, ic was, as is well { 
known by many, of a low and it-confidera- 4 
bleGeneration ; my Fathers Houle beiag of | 
thar- Rank that is meaneft, and molt defpi- 
fed of all che Families in the Land. Where. j 
fore 1 have noc here,as others to boaft of no: | 
ble Blood, or of an high born Scate,according |. 
ro the Flefh 5 tha, all things confidered, 1 
magnifie the heavenly Majefly, for chat by | 
this Door he brought me into this World, — 
to pattake of the Graceand Life that ‘is in . 
Ghrift by the Gofpel, ds 
: % Bur yet, notwichftanding the meannefs-. 
and inconfiderablenefs of my Parents, it pleat- 
ed God to put it into their Hearts, to put me , 
to Schoo], to Jearn both to read and wrhe; . 


or 
y Fe 


ahe which I glio attained, accordiag to the . 


Rate of other poor Mens Children; though, - 
tomy Shame, I confe(s, I did foon lofe chat | 
little L learnt, even almoft uceerly, and rhar 


~ Jong before the Lord did work- his gtacions . 


pas) 
oF 
y 


Work.of Converfion upon my Soul: | 
: 4. As for my own natural Lile, for the time . 
that I was without God in the World, ic wae 
indeed, atcording ta the Conrfe of this orld, 
and the Spirit that now worketh 1m the Chikdren 


of déjobedience, Eph. 2.2, 3. It wasmy delight 


to be taken Captive by the Devil, at bis wilt, 
2, Tim. 2. 26. being filled with all Urighre. 


punels: The which did alfo Rrongly worl, 


aerate ae ee a 


—_—.. 


to the Chief of. Sst 3 
and put forth it (elf both in my Heart and 
- Life. aad thac from a Child, thac I had but 
. few Equals (efpecially confi dering my Years, 
: which weretender, being few) boshtor cur- 
» fing, (wearing, lying and blaiphcming. the 
. holy Name of Goa. 
> ~§- Yea, fo ferled and acted was lin thefe 
. things, thac they became as a fecond Nature 
‘ tome; the which, asI alfo have wich fobcr- 
; neb confidered fince, did fo‘offend the Lord; 
; that even in my Childhood he did: {rare and 
afiright me with fearful Dreams.and did ter- 
\ fifte me with dreadful Viftons. For often af- 
ter. had fpenr this and the other day in fin, 
' Thave in my Bed been greatly affli&ed,while 
_ afleep, with the apprehenfions of Devils, and 
- wicked Spirits, who ftill, as I then thanght, 
- Jaboured' ‘to draw me away with thera ; of 
which:l could never-be rid, ——- 
_ - 6. AKo I thould, at the years, Jpe- great. 
y afficted ‘and troubled with thezthoughts of 
‘fearfyl Torments of Hell-fire; ftill fear- 
. ing that ic would be my Lot to be feand, at 
Taft, among thofe-Devils-and hellifis Fiends, 
who are there bound down with the Chains 
and, Bartds of Ipecac ‘upto the Judgment 


ae bac! ioe . 
: cfe things, I fy, fen S.watbat a 

wodat ‘but nine or ten years old, did fo di- 

‘Me sfsmy Soul, that chen, in the mit of my 


-eer’hoh a 


J 
—= 


.e,. eo" 


hee oe 


So aoe 


4. + Grace abounding 
snany Sports, and Childifh Vanities, amidf 
my vain Companions, | was often much-caft 
down And afflicted insmy Mind therewith ; 
yet could 1 not let go my Sins: /Yca, "I was 
alfo then fo overcome with. defpair.of Live 


and Heaven, that] fhou'd often wifh, either 


eharthere had been-no Hell, or hat J bad been 


a Devil 3 fuppofing they wete only Tormen. 
tors, that if if mult necds be, that ] indeed. 
went thither, } might be rathera Tormen- | 


tor, than be tormented my €lf. _ 


8. A while after, thefercrrible Dreams did 
leave me, which Ealfo foon forgot; formy | 
pleafures did quickly cut off the remembrance. — 
of them, as if they had neveé been: Where. . 
fore with more greedine&, according tothe, 


ftrength of nature, I did fill let loofe the reias. 


to my Lufl,and delighted in all Tranfgreffion — 
God: Sothat ungilI came ~ 
tothe Stage of Marriage, | wasthevery.Ring- ” 


-againft the Law of 


all che Youth’ that kept me come 


leader of 


pany, inall manner‘of Vice and Ungodlinels. 
_ g.. ¥ea, fuch prevalency had the Luftsand 
Fruits of the Fleth, inthispoor Soul of mine, - 


. that oe ce a pee ak ir gob 
prevented, fad not only perifhed by the 
Stroak of eternal Juftice, ‘but had alfo-laid 
my {elf open; even tothe Stroak of hole 


Laws whict: bring fome to Difgrace and: o- . " 


a ne p 


eee 


————_ 


pen Shame, before the Face of the World, © 


im ; 10. In. 


#26 


SUC MEET OF Winer de 


> 
. > WO. Ip thefe days the thoughts of Religion 
| were very gticvous tome; [could neither 
* endure it, my felf, nor that any other thould : 
 $o that, when] have feen fome.read in thofe ~ 


' Books that concerned Chriftian Piety it would 


: be as it werea Prifonto me. Then I [aid unte 


' God, De epee from ame, for I defire not the knom- 


ledg “of thy ways, Job. 21. 14, 15... Twasnow 
void ef all goud Confideration ; Heaven and 
‘Hell were both , outs of fight and mind ; and 


- gstor-Sa ayiog and Damnine, they were. leaf 


jn,my thougats.. .O Lord, thow knomeft my 
bie: ; and my ways mere not hid from thee. 
14. Butthis 1 well remember, that.chough 
Lcould aty {elf fin wich the arcateft Delight 
and Eafe, and.alfo take pleafure in the Vile: 
ne(s of my Companions ; yeteyen then, if I 
have at any cime feen. wicked things by thofe _ 
who profeffed goodness, it would make my 


Spirit tremble. As once, above all the reft, 
when I wasin my height of Vanity, yer hear- 


in One. cp’ {weac, that was reckoned fora 
scligious Many it had fo great a flroak upon 

iby Spirit, that it.made,my, Heart ake: 

12. But ‘God: didnot utterly leave me, but . 


| sla me full, not now with bpp 


6 - ‘Grace abounding - - 
buc Mercy yer preferved mesalive : Befides, . 
another time, beingin the Field with one of | 
my Companions, it chanced. that an Adder - 
pafied over the High- way ; fol havingva ftick _ 
in my Hand, ftruck hér over'the Back : and 
having ftun’d her, I forced open her Mouth | 
with my Scick,and plucked Hier Seng our wich | 
my Fingers; by which aét,had not God been 
metciful co me,} might, by my delperatnefs, . 
have brought my felf ro mine End. = 
#3. This alfo I have eaken notice of, with © 
thank(giving ; when I was a Souldier, 1, wich 
others, were drawn out to go to fucha place 
to befiege it s but when | was jut aay to: 
go, one of: the Compaay defired togo in my 
Room ; to which, when I had eonfented, bé . 
toak my Place ; and coming to che Seige, as — 
he Roed Sentinel, ‘he ‘was fhot into the Head | 
with a Musket-bullet, and died, eS 
#4. Here, as I faid, were Judgments and . 
Mercy, bur neither of them. did awaken m 
Soul to-Rightcoufnefs;wherefore Ifioned {till 
and grew moré and more Rebellious againft 
God; and carclefs of mine own Salvation. 
15. Prefenily afer this, 1 changed my'Con- | 
dition into a-married: Seate, and my Mercy 
was, tolight wporra Wile, whofe Father was 
counted godly: This Woman and |, oe Y 
we came together at poor as. poor might Hes. 
(nor having fo much houthold-ftuffas a Dith. 


Peles 


\ 
t 


to the chief of Sinners. 7 

. ar Spode betwixt us bork) yet this fhe had for 
« ber patr, The Plain Mans Pathway to Heaven, 
‘and ThePrafice of Peety which her Fatherhad 
clefther, when he died, In.thefe two Books I. 
« fiould-:fomaecimes read with her, wherein I 
it alfo found fome things chat were femewhat 
“ pleafing fo. me; (dutall this while I met with 
* po Coaviction.) She alfo would be often tel- 
s Vingef me, mbategodly Man her Father wx, 
_ and baw be would reprove and corrett Vice, 
both in bis Horfe, axd awongft his Neigh- 
it bowes 3 what a firth and hely Life be hued in 
(this Days,-both in -Word and Deed. 
) 16 Wherefore thefe Books,with thisRela- 
" ton, tho’ they did.ner reach my Heart, to a- 
h Waken it about my fad and fiaful Stace, yet 
1 they did: beget within me {ome defires to Re- 
i: ligion :So that,becaufe I knew no better, 1 fell 
In very eagerly with the Religion of the times; - 
“tO wit, tog0 to Ghurch twice a day, and thae 
' too with the foremofts and: there fhould very 
» devoutly, both fay and fing as others did, yee 
» Xtaining my wieked Life: But withal,] was {fo 
| over-run. with the fpiric of (uperftition, hard 
: adored,and that with great devotion, evenall ~ 
‘ things (both the High place, Prieft, Clerk, 
‘ Veftments, Service, and what elfe) belonging 
}- tothe Church ; couming all things-holy, thac 
: Were therein contained ; and elpecially, the 
[i and Clerk mioft happy, and -withour 

| doub: 


8 +2 Grace abounding. a 
dqubt;: greazly: bl: fied, becaufe they were the’ 
Servanct, ag J:chen. thought of God; arid 
were Principal.in the-holy: Temple, to ‘do: 
bis.Workaherein. i ee 

17:. This-Conceie. grew-fo firong, in-litthe | 
tims, upon my Spiric, that had | but feena | 
Prieft (chough never {0 fordid and. debauch- 
ed in his, Lite) Ifhould find my Spitit falhun= 
der him, reverence him, and kot Unto him; : 
- yeas [thought. - for the Love L.did-bear unte : 
them (fuppofing they were the Minifters- of © 
God) | could have. Jain. down at.their feet, - 
and have been trampled wpon:by ‘thers} : 
their Name, their Garb, and Work did: fo - 
intoxicate and bewitch men 
48. After had been thus for fome conft : 
derable time; another Thought came in:my - 
_ Mind ; and :that.was, whether we were cf.the: 
x pt or.no? For findicg in the Serigtures, 
thar they were. once the peculiar People-of | 
God, thoughr I, if [were once;of this a 
my Soul muff needs.be happy. Nowagain,I: 
found within me-a great: langing to be re- : 
folved about this Queftion,. bit .could ner:: 
tell how I fhould : Ac, laft; [asked my. Pa. : 
ther of it; who told met, No: we were not. 
Wherefore then J tellin my Spitir, as tothe. 
hopes of that, andforgpmained.-. . 

— ¥g.-Batall this. while, t was-not-fenfible of: 
the danger.and evilof fin]: was kept froms 
_ = ome confider- 


Pt ae 


tothe Chief of Sinners. = -J 
, eonfidering that. fia would damn me, what 
: Religion foever I followed, unlefs 1 was 
found in. Chrift: Nay, I never choughr of 
* hima, nor whether there was {uch a one, or no: 
, Fous Man. while blind, doth wander, but wes- 
 vieth bunfelf with Vanity, for be knoweth not 
,, the way to whe City of -Gods.-Eccl. ‘10. £5. 

. 20. But.one day (among all the Sermons 
our Parfon made) his Subject was, totrear of 
,, the Sabbath-day, and of the Evil of breaking 
_ that, either wich Labour, Sports, or otherwile: 
. (sow 1 was, notwithftanding. my Religion, 
,,0b¢. ghat took much delightin all manuer of 
- Vice, and ‘efpecially that was the day crac} 
~ did folace my {elf therewith.) Wherefore I fell 
, my Conicience under his Sermon, tbink- 
, ng and believirg chat he made that.Sexmon _ 
, on pugpole co fhew me my. evil-doing. .Aad 
, atthat time Tele what guilt was, though never 
. before, that I can remember. but-then 3 was, 
. forthe prefent, greatly loaden cheréwith, and 
fo went home when the Sermon was ended, - 


. Wih.a.great burthen on my. Spirit. 
, 2. This, for chat inftane, did beaum the 
Sinews of my beft Delights, and did imbitter 
_ my former. Pleafures to me ; Bue bold, ig 
. bfted nor, for before J had-well-dined, the 
‘Rouble began to go off my Mind,.andmy | ° 
. Gearr returned to it’s-old Courfe ; But Ob f 

aw glad wast, that this Tyquble was gowe 


from ; 


19. Grace abounding 


from me, and that the Fire was put out, that | 
~~ Umight fin again without comroul! Where. 


oe ef 


fore,'when I had fatisfié Nature with my 
} 


Food, I fhook the Sermon out.of my Mind, 
and to my old Cuftom of Sports and-Gam- 
tog [ recurned with great Delight. ey 
_ 22. But che fame day, as J was in the midh 


of a game atCar,and having ftruck it one blow | 


| 


from the Hole, juftasI was about to ftrike ir. 
the fecond time, a Voice did {uddenly dart 
from Heaven intomy Soul, which faid, 4/2. 


thou leave thy fins and go tc Heaven, or bawe 


thy fins asd go to Hell? Acthis1 was put to: 
an exceeding Maze; wherefore, leaving my | 
- Cat upon the ground, looked up ro Heavea, ' 

and was as if I had, with che Eyes of my uf- - 
Gerftanding, feen the Lord Jefus Jooking | 
down upon me, as being very hotly difpleat. 
¢d.with me, and.as if he did feverrly threa-. 
ten-me with fome grievous Panifhmenc-for- 


 thefe, and other my ungodly PraGices. 

. 23. [had no fooner thus conceived in my 
_ Mind, bue fuddenly this conclufion was faft- 
ned on my Spiric (for the former hint did fet 
my fins again before my Face :) That Thad 


been a great and gri¢vous finner,and that tt was 


now too late for me to lick after Heaven; for 
Chri would not forgive me, nor pardos my 


tran{grefions.. Then I fell to mufing upon thir 
allo, and while I was thinking of it, and fear- 


ang 


| 


17 


4 
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"to the Chsef. of Sinners. at 
ing leaft i¢-fhould_be to, { felt my Heart fink. 
‘io defpair, conclodi-g it wastoo late, and 
‘therefore 1 refolved.in my Mind, I would go 


or in fin: For, chought I,.if che cafe be . 


\ 
' 


ae 
, 
ly 
] 
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(et, 
‘Piele were really, fhrongly, and wiball my 


We wnfearchable, 


“thus, my State is {urely miferable ; miferable 


es 


if 1 leave -eoy fins, and bue miferable if I 
followthem:: [:cambut be damned, and if ic 
muft be {0,. 1 had:as good be damned for 
mary fins, as be damned for few... 

24. Thus I food in the midftof my Play, 
before all: that then were prefent; buc yet J 
told them nothing : But, I fay, I having made 
this conclufion, 1 returned defperately to my. 
fport again; and I well remember, that pre- 
fently this kind of De{pair did fo poffefs my ~- 
Soul, that 1 was per{waded, Lcould never at- _ 
tain to other Comfort than what | fhould get 


_ Jo bn s for Heaven. was gone already, fo that 
* on that 


I muft not chink : Wherefore I found | 


* within me a great defire to take my fill of fin, 


till Rudying what fin was yet to be commit. 
ted, that I might tafte the {weetnefs of iz , 


“ gndJ made as much: hafte asI cauld-to ‘fill 
my Belly with tts Delicates, leaft 1 fhould dye 


before I had my Defire ; for that: feared 
greatly. In thele rhings,/ proteRt before Gad, I lye 
neither dod feign this torm of Speech, 


revue me wy Franjertlfions.. 


ry ste good Lord wrhofewerly 
0 
2 ye Ac 
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, 2§. Aud I am-very confidem, that chig. 
Temptation of the Devil is more ufual af 
mong poor Creatures than many.are.awar¢ 
of, even coiover-run the. Spirits with a fcurfy 
and {eared frame of Heartand benumbing « 
Con{ciénce ; which Frame he ftilly and fi ‘| 
— fupphiech with foctrdepair, shat chough notf 
much guilt. atteadeth Souls, yer chev cone} 
nually have a fecret conclufion wirhm themr,{ 
thar there is no hopes for them ; for. they] 
bave loved Sins, therefore after them they will ' 
go, Jer. 2.27. and 18.12: ee 
- .26. Now therefore I want on'in fia wich}: 
‘great greedinels of Mind, {till pcudging that!’ 
_ #could not be fo {atisfied with it as 1 would: 
This-did coutiaue with me\abour a Month, : 
or more: “Burt ane day, as.1 was (tanding:ara! 
Neighbours Shop-window, -and there cugfing ! 
and (wearing, and playing the Mad. man, af’ 
_fermy. wonted manner, there fat within the | 
Weamian of the Houfe,and. heard me's’ who, : 
though fhe alfo was a-verv loofe and ungodly - 
Wretch, yet protefted that 1 (wore.and curk - 
ed-at that moft fearful Rate, chat’ the was - 
madeta tremble te heat ime: and told me’ 
further, That I mas the:ungoalieft felow, for - 
|reaving, that ever foe beard in all her Life.s 
and that I, by. thus deing, was able to Spoil att 
the Youth inthe mbole Tiwa, if, they camebat: 
18: wy Cows pany. yg eat ae etal a 
Ya , 27. At: 
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- 227. Atthisreproof | was fiienc’d, and pue 
to fecret fhanie; and that roo, as Ichoughr, 
before the God of Heaven : Wherefore,while © 
J ftood there, and hangingdown my Head, | 
sented with a}l my Heart that I m‘ght be a lit- 
sle child. agatoshat my Father might lcatn he 
to {peak without thy wicked way of {wearing; 

— for, chought-I, | ‘am (0 accufterned ‘to ity 
_ that ic is but in vain for me co think of ‘a re- 
~~ formation,:for. 1 thought ir-could ‘never.be 

_ 28. -But how it came to pals; I know not; 
‘d did, fromy this time forward,-folleave my 

{wearing, that it:-wasa great wonder to my 
Self to obferve it:; and whereas before I knew 
not how ta (peak,-unlefs I put an Oath before, . 


‘ 


~ and.another bebind; to make my words have 


autharity.; iow L-could, without ‘it, fpeak 
better,; abd with more pleafantnef than ever 
I could before. ‘All this while I knew:nor Fefus 


" Chef; neither did I leave my Sports and Play. 


22.But quickly after this,f fellinta‘compa- 
-ay.with ore: poor. Maa, that made. profeffion 
of Religion ; who,’as I then thought, did talk . 


‘Pplcafanly of the Scriptures, and of the Mar- 


gears of Religton : Wherefore falling into fome — 


ve and liking .to what he. faid,] betook me 


my Bible, ‘and ‘began to take gtest plea- 


ib reading; but ¢/pecially. wich the Hifto- 


ie 


wr @> an) 
* 


‘fuch like :Scriprures, could not 
- * uuaayGoogle f @way 
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away wich thems. being as yer ignorant, ¢i-. 
ther of the Corruptions of mv Nature, or of. 
the want and worth of ‘Felzis C bri ff to (ave mej. 
— 30. Wherefore I fell to fome outward Rey. 
formation both in my Wordsand Life and did 
fer the Commandments. before me for my. way’ i) 
Heaven;, which Commandments | alfo did) 
{trive to keep, and, as 1 thought, did keep 
them pretty well fomsetiwes, and thend thould, 
have comfort ; yet now and thenifhould break ° 
one, and fa affi@ my Cbxfetemcel; bur then]: 
fhould repent, and fay, I was foory-for it, and: 
promife God to do betrer. next time, .and 
- there ‘get help again, for then I thought I: 
_ pleafed God as well as.any. Man in England ) 
.. 34. Thus I continved about a year; aif 
which time our Neighbours.did take mrt so; 
be a very godly. Man, .a- new and religious 
man,and did marvel much ta {ee fuch a great, 
and famons alceration in my Life and Maa- 
ners; and indeed fo it was,. though yet L 
knew-net:Chrift, nor Grats, nor ‘Faith; : roe, 
Hopes for, asd:have sell ften fece;: bind 1 
then died, my @ate had been. moft fears, 
92. But, L fay, my Neighbours were-anta- 
z:d at this my great Converfion, from pro-- 
digiqgys Progha:erets, to fomething dike: | 
moral Life; and truly, fo they well might; 
— for.this my Gonverfion was as grcat,cas#for: 
F ons of Betblew vo becomt-a: {ober Maa. New 
; | 300 therefore: 


tt 
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therefore they beganto praife, tocommend, 
and {peak well of me, bothto my face,and be- 
hind my back. Now I was, as they [aid,become 
godly; now Iwas become a right boneft max. 
But, Oh! when J underftood that thele were _ 
their words and opimsons of me, it pleafed me | 
mighty well. For though as yet 1 was votbing 
‘bur a poor painted Hypoa ite, yet I loved to 
‘be talked cf; asone that wastruly godly. [ 
‘was proud of my-Godlinefs ; and indeed, I 
did all I Jid, either to -be een of, or tobe welt 
‘{poken of by Man: And thus I continued for 
about a Twelve-Month, or more. =. 
_ 33. Now you mft know, that before this, . 
Thad taken much delight in Ringing,but my 
Con{ceence beginning to be tender, Tthoughe 
ugh praéice was but vain, and therefore for- 
ced my {elf co leave it, vet my and hanker- 
td’; wherefore I thould go tothe Steeple» 
‘houfe, and look on, though J durft not rings: 
Bus I chought this didnot become Religion . 
néfther, yet I forced my (elf, and would look 
onftill :_ But quickly after, I began to think, 
‘Hb if one of the Bells foould fall2 Then J] chofe. 
‘oftand under a main Beam, that lay over- 
bwart the Steeple, from fide to fide, think. ~ - 
‘Dethere I might land fure. But then J fhould 
‘Bibk again, Should the Bell fall-with a 
‘Bee, ic onighe firft hicthe.wall, and then re-< 
Jinding upon me, maighe kill-me, for : 
Ro | this 
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th's Bram; This made me ftand in -the 
Steeple-door; and now, thought I, 1 am fafe . 
enough ; for if a Bell fhould then fall, I can! 
flip out behind thefe thick Walls, and fo be® 
preferved notwithflanding = 
34. So after this, I would yet goto {ee zhem ' 
rieg,but would not go further than the Stceple- 
door , but then it came into. my Head, How : 
Gf che Steeple it felf fhould fall 2.and this 
thought (it may fall for-ought Ikoow) when! 
{tood and looked.on, did contimally {> fhake 
my wind, that I durft not ftand at the Steeple: 
_ door any longer, but was forced to flee, for « 
fear the ps fhould fall upon my Head. * 
gy. Another thing was, my Dancing ; lL: 
was a full-year. before I could: quite leaye 
chat; but all this while, when 1 thoughe 1, 
kept this or that Commandment, or did, by — 
wora or deed, any thing that} thought were 
good, 1 had great Peace in my Coajctence ; 
and fhould think with my felf, God canna 
chufe but be now pleafed with me; yea, to 
relate it in my own way, [ thought no Man 
in England could pleafé God better than 1 
36. But, poor Wretch.as I was, I was all 
_ this while ignorant of Jefus Chrift, and go- 
ing about to eftablihh my own Righteoufne/s , 
and had perifaed therein, had not God, in. 
mercy fhewed me mofe of my State by Nas 
cure. es 


 37-Bur 


~~ to the chief of Sinners. ; 17 


39. But upon a day, the good Providerce 
*yf God did caft me to Bedford, to work on 
‘my Calling ; and in one of the Streets of that 
Town, 1came where there were three or four 


oor Women fitting at a Dootr,in the Sun,talk- 


“ag, about the things.of Ged ; and being now 
‘willing to hear chem difcourfe , I drew near 
“o hear what they faid, for I was now a brisk 
‘Falkeralfo my {elf, in the matters of Reli- 
‘wot; for they were far above,out of my reach: 
Lheir Talk was about a new Birth, the work 
God on their hearts, alfo how they were 
sonvinced of their miferable ftate by nature ; 
‘hey talked how God had vifited their Souls 
wich his lovein.the Lord Fefus, and with what 
words and promifesthey had been refrefhed, 


comforted and {upported againft the temptae . 
ions of the Devil: Moreover, they reafoned 


£ che Suggeftions and Temprations of Satan 


1. particular ; and told to each other, by: | 


vhich they had been affli&ted, and how. they; 


vere born up under his aflaules. They alfo di- 
ourfed of their own wretchednefs of heart, 


f cheir. Unbeliefs and did contemn, fghe 


ud abhor their own Ri, hteoufnefs, as filthy. 


nd-infufficient to do them any good. 


lafantie!: of Scriprure- Language, and with 
- eae mK i | j B 2 : oe f ¢ 


‘gion. Butl may fay, Ibeard, bat Iunderfied 


#8. “And methought they {pake, as it} , 
gessake them (peak ; they {pake with fuch 


1 
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~ fuch appearance of Grace in all they faid that 


they were to me, asif they had founda new 
World, as if they were people that dwelt alone, 


and were not to be reckoned among ft thetr Netgb- 
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ra 39. At this] felc my own Heart beganto 
fhake 


and miftruft my Condstton to be naughr, 


for [faw, that in all my thoughts about Reli- 


gion and Salvation, the new Birth did never 
enter intomy Mind,neither knew I the Com. 


-fortof the Word and Promife, nor the De- 


ceitfulnefs and Treachery of my own wicked 


Heart. As for fecret Thoughts, ] took no’ 


—-potice of them; neither. did 1 underftand: 


what Satans Temptations were, not how chty 


« 


~ were to be withftood and refitted, doc.” 


40. Thus therefore when I had heard and 


~ confidered what they aid, I left them, and 


that was fuch an one. 


went about my employment again,but their 
Talk and Difcourfe went with me; alfo my 
Heart would carry with ahem, for I was 


greatly affected with their words, both be- 


caufe by them I was convinced that I wan 
red the true Tokens of a truly godly Man 
and alfo becaufe by them I was convintec 
of the happy and.bleffed Condition of hin 


4! - Therefore I thould often make ic m1 


-bufinels to be going again and again.into th 


Company of thefe poor People, for I couk 
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Bot ftay away ; and the more I went amongft © 
“them; the more I did queftion my Conditi- 
on; and, as I fill do‘rem:mober, prefently I 
found two things within me, at which I did 
‘fometimes marvel, (efpecially confidering 


whata blind, ignorant, fordid and ungedly 


* Wrerch but juft before J was:) The one was 
<a very great foftnefs and cendernefs of Heare, 
” which caufed me to fall under the Conviction 
" of what by Scripture they aflerted , and the 
‘ other was a. great Bending in my Mind to 
‘ ¢ continual meditating on them, and on all 
‘other good things which at any timer heard 
_orread of. ©. - ie 
"42. By thefe things my Mind was now fo 

tarned, that it lay like an Horfe-leach at che 
Vein, ftill crying out, Give, Give, Prov. 30. 8. 


ea, it was fo fixed on Eterrity, and onthe | | 


things about the Kingdom of Heaven (‘thac’ 
_is, fo far as J Knew, tho’ as yet, God knows, J: 
knew bur little) that neither Pleafures, nor 
Profits, nor. Perfwafions, nor Threats could. 
- loofe it or make it let go his Hold; and thor 
’ may fpeak ic with fhame, yet icis in very deed, 
acertain:Trath, it. would then have been as 
difficult for me to have taken my Mind from 
Heaven to Earth,as 7 have found it often fince - 
ypetagain from Earthto Heawem 
‘43 Ovething may not omit: There was 
young weanin out town, to whom my Heart 
h A oe B . ate : ate befor’ 


we 
we 
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before Was knit more than to any other; but 
he being a moft wicked Creature fcr curfing 
and fwearing, and whorirg, I now fhock him 
off, and forfo. k his Cc mpany; burt abcur a! 
quarter of a Year after 1 had Jcft bim, 1 met 
him-in acertain Lane, and asked him how be 
did; he, after his old {weari: g and mad way, 
an{wered, He was well. Bat, Harry, (aid 1,4’ 
— do you {wear and curfe thus? what wall Lecome of 
you, if you die in this condition? He an{wered, 
me in a great chafe, What would the Devil a. 
for Company, sf it were not for {uch as I am? 
44. About this time I met with {cm< Raz-. 
ters Books that were put forth by fome of our: 
Countrey-men; which Books were alfo high'y:ia, 
efteem by feveral old Profefors,fome of ibe. 
I-read, but was not able to make a Judgment: 
-abour them ; xherefore, as] read in them, and, 
thought upon them (‘eeling my felf unable to. 
judge) \fhould betake my {elf to hearty prayer, 
‘inthis manner ; O Lord, I am a fool, and not «- 
ble to know she Truth from Error, -Lord, leave 
me not to my own Blindne[s, either to approve. 
of, or condemn this Doétrine: If it be of God, 
let me not defprfe its tf tt beof the Devil, let. 
we rot embrace it. . Lord, I lay: my Soul, in 
this matter, only at thy foot; let me not be.de- 
ceived, I humbly befeech thee. 1 had one re 
~ Hgious intimate Companion all this while ,. 
and that was the pocr Man that I {poke of 
ae | a ity(GOC before : 


a es 
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’ before; buc abcut this time, he affo turned 
~- a molt devilifh Rater, and gave himfelf up 
~— toall manner of filthinefs, efpecially Unclean- 
~ nef$: He would alfo deny that there was a 
* God;Angel,or Spirit ; and would laugh ac all 
'- @xhortations to fobriety : When I laboured 


to rebuke his wickedne({s, he would laugh the 
more, and pretend that he had gone through 
all Religions, and could ‘never light onthe 


~ tight cill now: He told me alfo, that in little 


time 1 fhould fee all Profeffors turn to the 


__Wways of the Ranters, Wherefore,abominating 
‘thofe curfed Principles, 1 left his Company 


forthwith , arid became to him as great a 


_ Stranger as I had been before a Familiar. 


45. Neither was this Man only a temptation 
to me, but my Cadiing lying in the Country, I 
happened to light into fevera}) Peoples Comi- 
pahy ; who, though ftri& in Religion former- 
Jy, yet were alfo wept away by.thele Raz- 


: ters. Thefe would alfo talk wich me of their 


Ways, and condemn me as legal and dark ; 


-pretending that they only-had attained to 


erfeQtion, that could do what they would, 
and rot fin. Oh! Thele Yemsptattons were {ui- 


table'to my Flefh,.1 being but a young Man, - 
-and my Nature in its prime ; but God, who 


had, as 1 hope, defign’d me-for better things, 


‘kept me in the fear of his Nase, and did noe 
“‘fuffer me to acceptof fuch curfed Préncsples. 
oo SU And 
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And bleff2d be God, who putitinto my heart 
tocry to him to be kept and directed, till dif- 
trufting mice own wifdom; for lbave fince . 
feen even the eff2& of chat Prayer, in bis gre- . 
ferving me, not only from Rating Errors, 
but from tho/e al(o that have (prung up finge, 
The B:ble was precious to me in thofe days, 
_ 46. And now, me thought, I began.to look ! 
into the Bible with new eyes, and read as I ne- 
ver did before; and efpecially the Epiftles of 
the Apoftle S-. Pasl-were {weet and pleafant 
to.me; and indeed I was then never out of . 
the Bible, either by reading or meditation; : 
ftill cryi-g out to God, that I might know che . 
truch, and way to Heaven ard Glory. ~~ 
-47- And as Twent on ard read, 1 lighted on - 
that paflige, To one ts given by the Spirtt, the 
ward of wifdom ; t) another the wird of know. 
ledge by the fame |pirit ; and to another, fasth, « 
&c. 1 Gor. 12. And though, as Phave fince - 
feen, that by this Sciipture the Holy Ghoft © 
intends, in {pecial, things extraordinary, yet - 
on me it then did faften wicH conv:€tion, that « 
I did want things ordinary, even that under-. : 
Randing and wifdom that other Chriftians « 
had.. On this word I mufed, and could not : 
cell. what to do, efp<ciaily, this word (Fasth) 
purmetoit, for! could sot help it, but 
fometimes muft queftion, whether I bad any © 
Faith, or no; but 1 was loath suas Wr j 
a _* , ag % 
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had no Faith; for ifi do fo,thoughe I, then { 
- hall count my felf a very Caft-away indeed. 
. 48, No, faid I, with my felf, though lam 
~ coovine’d: that 1am an ignorant Sot,and that 
- Twant thofe blefled Gifts of Knowledge and 
. Underflanding that other good People have ; 
. yet at a venture | will conclude,[ am not al- 
. together faithlefs, though I know not what 
. Faith is: For ic was fhewed me, and that too 
- (as I have feen fince)by Satan,that thofe who 
. conclude themfelyes in a faitble/s State, have 
. neither reft-nor quiet im their Souls; and Z 
_-was loth to fall quite into defpair. ts 
. 49. Wherefore by this fuggeftion, Z.was 
». for a while, made afraid to fee my want of 
, Faith ; ‘but God would not fuffer me thus to 
, undo and deftroy my Soul,but.did continual. 
. ly, againft this my fad and blind Comelufion, 
. create {till wichin me fuch (uppottions, info- 
~ much thatJcould not reft content,until Zdid 
. now come ro fome certain Knowledge, whe- 
_ ther. Zhad Faith-or ro; this always running 
_ ib my mind,Bst bow tf you want’ Fatth indeed? 
. Bat bow can youtell yon have:Faith> And be- 
» fides, Zfaw for certain, if J had it not, Jwas 
— fure to perifh for ever. -y - 80 
_ - -§0, So that though J endeavoured at the 
 firft to look over the bufinefs of Faith, yer 
| na litele-cime, J becrer confidéring the matrer, 
‘gwas willing to puc my felf upon the tryal, 
ene 00 | whether 
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whether I had Faith, or no. But alas, poor: 
wretch ! fo ignorant and bruitifh was, chat; 
1 knew, to thisday, no more how to do it,; 
than I know how to begin and accomplifh ; 
that rare and curicus picce of Art, which 1): 
never yet faw or confidered. Faas” 
gt. Wherefore while I was thus confider- 
ig, and being put to my plunge about it’ 
(for you muft know, that as yet, I had, in 
this matter, broken my Mind to no Map, . 
only did hear and confider the Tempter 
came in with his délufion, That there was no 
way for we toknow I bad Faith, but by trying 
to work fome Meracle , weitg thote Scrip. ° 


teres that feem to look that way, forthe in- - 


forcing and ftrengthning his Temptation, — 
Nay, one day, as I was betwixt E/fom and 
‘Bedford, the temptation was hot upon me, 
totry if Ihad Fah, by doing fome Mira, 
cle ; which Miracle, at that ime, was this; — 
I mur fay tothe Pywaales that were in the 
Horfe.pads, Be dry; and-to the avy pigces, 


_ Be.yeu the Pudales: And truly, one time! | 


was going to fay fo indeed; but juftas I 
was about to {peak, this. thought came into . 
my mind; Rat go under yonder Hedge, and 
pray frrft, that God would make you able: Bur 
whert-1 had concluded ‘io pray, this came 
hot upon me; That if I prayed, and caine 
again, and uied to do it, and.yetdid no 


‘ 


i oe Sooty Mio kse ) ee ge 


- gor the chief of “Sinners 25 
thing notwithftanding , then be {ure I had 
no Faith, but was a Gaft-away, and loft, 
Nay,\thoughr I, if it be fo, I will not try yet, 


_sbur williftay a little longer. - 7 
-. 7 §2. So Econtinued at a great lofs ; for I 


thought, if they only had Faith, which could 


: do fo wonderful things, then Z concluded 


that for the prefent. Z neither had it, nor yet 


for time to come were ever like to have it. 
. Thus I was toffed becwixt the Devil and my 
. .own Ignorance, and fo perplexed, efpecially 
 -arfometimes, that Z could not tell what.co 


do. | 
..§3- Abour this time, the fate and hap- 


pinefs of thef-poor People at Bedford was 
thus, 14 4 kind of a ¥ifton, prefented to me: 
Tfaw,,as if they were fet on the Sunny-fide 


. - of fome high Mountain , there refrefhing 


i 


‘themfelves with the pleafant beams of the 
Sun; while I was fhivering and fhrinking in 
the Cold, afii%ed with Froft, Snow and dark 
Clouds:. Mecthoughr alfo, betwixt me and 


_uithem, 7 faw'a Wall that did compa(s about 


this Mountain; now through this Wall my 


- Soul -did' greatly defire to pafs.; céncluding, 


. that if Zcould, J would go even tnto the very 
mpidft of them, ard there alfo comfort my 


» -felf with the heat of their'Sun, 2! 
«+ ° §4. About this: Wall Zthought my felf, 


tyegO go again and again, {till prying as E went 


a, te 
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to fee if] could fir.d fome way or paflage, by : 
which I might enter therein; but none could + 
I find for {ome time : Ac the laft, I faw, as | 
it were, a narrow gap, like a little door way, - 
in the Wall, through which I attempted 
to pafs: Now che paflage-being very ftrait 
and narrow, I made many offers to get in, 
but all in Vain, even until I was well nigh | 
quite beat out by ftriving to: get in; at. laft . 
with great ftriving, methought I at firft- did 
gt in my Head, and after that, by a: - 
deling ftriving, my Shoulders and. my - 
_whole Bcdy: Then was | exceeding glad, . 
and went and fate down imthe midft of them, _ 
and fo wascomforted with the light andheat - 
of their Sun. =: ; - a ae 
, -§5. Now this Mountain and Wail, de. . 
‘was thus made out to me; the Mountain © 
. fignifyed-the Church of the living God; - 
the Sun thag fhone thereon, the comforta- 
ble fhining of his merciful Face on them thar 
were therein; the Wall | thoughe was. the | 
Word, that did make feparation betwéen. _ 
the Chriftians and the Wofld; and the | 
Gap which was.inthjs Wall; Tthought, was _ 
| Jefus Chrift, who is the way to God the | 
ather, Fob. 14.6. Mat..7, 14... But forae - 
much as the Paflage was wonderful narrow, 
even fo narrow, that I covld not. but.with . 
great difficulty cntce-in thereat; it fhewec me, 3 
far Te - a ae ee War 
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“that none could enter into Life, but thole 
that were in down-right earneft, and unlefs 
ialfo. they left this wicked World .behind 
them ; for here was.cnly ‘room for Body 
‘and Soul, but. not for Body and Soul and 


» So. a | | ; 
' 56. This refemblance abode upon my Spi- 
i rit many days; all which time I faw my 
i Selfin a forlorn and fad Condition, ‘but yet | 
: was provoked to a vehement fiunger and 
 defire to be one of that number that did 
; ft ia the Sun-fhine: Now alfol thould pray 
: wherever I was ; whether at home, or a- 
: broad; in houfe, or field; and fhould alfo . 
: often, with lifting up of heart, fing that af 
the fifty. firft Pfal.O Lord, confider my di- 

: refs; for as yet knew Znot where I was. . 
: ° 57. Neither as yet could ] attain toany — 
comfortable perfwafion thac I had Faith in 
 Chrift, but inftead of having fatisfa&tion, | 
here began to find my Soul to be affaulted | 
_ with frefh doubts About my future bappi- 
wes 5 efpecially with fuch.as thefe,; Whether — 
| Iwas Eletted: Bat bow 1f the Day of Grace 

foould now be paft and gone? | 
58. By thefe ewo Temprations ] was very 
much afflicted and difquicted ; fomrimes 
by one, and fometimes by the -other of 
them: And frft, to fpeak of that~ about 
By -queftioning my Eleions.1. found at 


‘this time, that thougb I was in a flame t4.. 
find 'the way to Heaven and Glory , ‘and, 
though nothiag could beat me off. from thig 
yee this Queftion did fo offend and difcou 
rage me, that I was, efpecially at fometimey.. 
as if the very ftrengtl: of my -body alf@ 
_ had been taken away. by the ‘force ang. 
power thereof. This Scripture alfo.did fees. 
to me, to trample upon all my defires; Zris. 
neither tn him that willeth , nor in bia thin. 
runneth; bui in God that. fhemeth WHET 5. 
Rom. 9. ae cee 

59. With this Scripture 1 could not tefl. 
what to do, for Ievedently faw, unle& tha’: 
the great God , of -his infiuite Grace, and” 
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Bounty, had voluntarily chofen me to beg 


Veffel cf Mercy, though I fhould defire, 
and long, and-Jabonr until my heart did . 
break, no good could come of it. There 
fore this would ftill (tick with me, How casa. 
you tell you are Ele&ed? And what tf yon 
foould not? Hlowthen? ~~ 

6o. O Lord, thoughtI, what if I fhould 
not indeed 2 Ir may be, you are nor, faid the 
Tempter : It may be fo indeed, thought ].. 
Why then, faid Satan, you bad as good 
leave off,.and ftrive no further ; for if -in- 
deed, you fhe uld not be-EleCted and chofen 
of God, there is no talk of ‘your: being {a- 
ved ; For it és neither to hina that. willeth, 
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* por in bin that runneth; but in God that fher- 
eth mercy, 9° a 
64. By thefe things I was driven to my 
"Wits end, not knowing what to fay, or how 
- toan(wer thefe temptations? (Indeed, I little 
’ thought that Satan had thus aflaulted me, 
but that rather ic was my own Pruderce, 
thus to ftart the Queflion ;) for that the E- 
- le& only attained Erernal Life, that 1, with- 
our fcruple, did heartily clofe withal; but 
that may felf was one of chem, there Jay the. 
Queftion. Tt ei oe | 
-. 62. Thus therefore, for feveral days, I 
was greatly aflautted- ard perplexed, and | 
- was often, when Ihave been walking, ready 
- to fink where F went, with faintnefs in my 
' Mind: But one day , after I bad been fo 
many Weeks opprefied and caft down there- 
- with, as Fwasnow quite givirg up the Ghoft 
of all my hepes of ever attaiving Life, that 
Sentence fell with weight upon my Spirir, — 
Look at the generations of Old, and fee: Did 
: yr any trail in God, and were confoand- 
 .63, At. which I was greatly lightned, and 
encouraged’ in’ my Soul ; for thus at shat 
very inftant, ic was expounded to. me : 
- Begin at the begixming. of Genchs, and read 
W the end of the Revelations, and fee if you 
tan find that there was any that.ever trusted 
i a hae en Bae $n 
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in the Lord, and was confounded. So com: 
ing home, I prefently went to my Bible, to 
fee if 1 could find that faying, not doubting 
~ bur to find it prefently :-for it was fo freth, 
and with fuch flrength and comfort on 
my Spitit, that 1 was as if ic talked with 
me. . ‘ 

64. Well, I looked, but I found ir. nor, 
only it abode upon me.: Then I did ask firf 
this good Man, and then another, if they 
knew where it was; but they_knew no fuch 
place. At this.I wonder’d, thac fuch a {ee 
tence fhould fo fuddenly, and with_fuch 
comfort and ftrength, fieze ‘and abide -up- 

on my heart, and yet that none ,could find 
it (for I doubted not, but it was in -Holy 
Scripture.) . | : 

65. ThusI continued above a Year; and 
could not find the places; but at laft, caft 
ing my eye into the Apocrypha Books | 
found it ‘in. FeelefiaSieus, Ecelef.-2. 10 
This, at che firft, did (omewhat daunt me, 
but becaule -by thistime I had got more 
experience of the love and kindnefs of God, 
it troubled me the lef, efpecially when! 
confider’d, that though it was. not in thofe 
Texts that we call Holy and Canonical, yet 
-forafmuch.as this. fentence was the fum and 
furb{tance of many of the Promifes, it was 
my duty to take the comfort of it; gen 

| "  . ble 
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blefs God for nS ic was of God 
to me: That word doth fill, at times, fhine 
‘before my Face, | # 
+66. After this, that other doubt did come 
“with ftrength upon me, But how if the day 
‘of Grate fhould be paft and gone? How if 
‘you have over-ftood the time of Mercy? - 
vow I remember, that one day, as I was 
walking into the Coumry, ‘I was much in 
the thoughts of this, But bow if the Day of 
“Grace be paft2 And to aggravate my trou- 
ble, the Temper~prefented to my mind 
thofe good people of Bedford, and fug- 
‘gefed thus unto me; That thefe being. 
converted already, they were all that God 
‘Would fave in thofe parts; and that } came — 
‘too Jate, for thefe had got the Biefling be- 
fore ] came.” < 
‘ 67: Now was I in great diffrefs, thinking 
‘In very deed, that this might well be fo; 
‘wherefore-I went up and down bemoaning 
my fad condition; counting my felf far 
‘Worfe than a thoufand fools for ftanding off 
tis long, and {pending fo many years in 
‘I as I have done; ftill crying out, Ob, 
thatT fad curred foonet! Oh that I had 
turned: feven years ago! It mace me allo 
‘angry with my -felf, tothink that Zfhould 
“have -no more Wit, butto trifle away my 
‘ume, till my Soul and Heaven were loft. . 
Po eee 168. Pur 
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‘68. But when I had been long vexe 
with this fear , and was f{caree able to tak. 
one ftep more, juft about the fame plac 
where I received my other encouragement 
_thefe words broke in upon my mind, Com 
pel them to come in, that my Houle may 
filled ; and yet there is room, Luke 14.2 
23. Thefe words, but efpecially them, Az 
yet, there is room, were {weet words to. me; 
for truly, I thought that by them,’ fan 
_ that there was‘place énough in Heaven for 
me ; and. moreover, that when the Létc 
Jefus did fpeak thefe words, .he then éic 
think of me; and that he knowing th 
time would come, that I fhould be afflictec 
with beats hat ‘there was 10. piace iert £: 
mein his Bofom, did before {peak this 
word, and leave it upon record, that I might 
find help thereby againft this vile Tempra: 
tion. This. then verily believed. =) 
96. In the light and encouragement ol 
this Word, I went a pretty while, and the 
comfort was the more,. when I thoughe that 
the Lord Je(us fhould think on me fo ~~ 
agc, and that he fhould {peak them word 
on purpofe for my fake ; for I did chink 
verily, that he did’ on purpofe {peak: them 
to encourage me withal. ° eo 
. 70. But 1 was not without my -Tempra 
tions to go back again, ‘Temptations one 
7 “i ~ ¢ . : 0G. 
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both from Satan, mine own heart, and car- 
nal acquaintance , but 1 thank God, thefe 
were out-weiged by that found fenfe of 
Death, and of the Day of Judgment, which - 
abode, as it were continually in my view. I 
fhould often alfo think on Nebuchadnezzar + 

_ of whom itis faid, He bad given him all 
the Kingdoms of the Earth, Dan: 5, 18, 1g. 
¥er, thought 1, if this great man had all 
his portion inthis World, . one Hour 

in Hell-fire would make him forget all. 

‘Which Confideration was a great help to 
m7 a 

71. I was alfo made, about this time , 
to {ee {omething concerning the Beafts that 

— Mojes counted clean, ard unclean: 1. 
thought thofe Beafts were. Types of - Men; 

the clean Types of: them that were the 

- pecple of God; but the saclean Types of 

-fuch as were the Children. of the wicked 

‘One. Now I read, thac the clean. Beafts 
Chewed the Cud; that is, thought ], they 
flew us, we muft feed upon the Word of 
God : They alfo parted the Hoof , 1 thought 
that fignified , -we ‘mult part, if we would 
be faved, with-the ways of urgodly men. 
And ‘alfo, in further reading about them, 
Ifourd, that though we did chew the Cud, 

as the Hare ; yer if we walked with Claws, | 

dike a Dogs; or if we did part saa 
ye ees os ke 
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like the “Swine; yet if we did not Chew the. 
Cud, as the Sheep, we were Rill, for al. 
that, bucunclean: For I thought che Flare: 
-to be a Type of thofe that talk of the): 
Word, yet walk in ways of fin; and that: 
the Swine was like him that parteth witht. 
. his Outward pollutions, buc ftill wanteth} 

the: word of Faith, without which ,. there} 
could be no way of Salvation, let a Maa; 
be never fo devout, Dat. 14. After) 
this, 1 found by Reading the . Word, : 
that thofe that muft. be — ; 
Chrift in another World, wiuft be cat 
led by bimbear;, called to the partaking af - 
a fhare in his Word and Righteoufhels,- 

and co the Comforts and firft Fruits of es 
Spirit, and: toa peculiar intereft in-all thot. 
heavenly things, which do indeed, fore fit . 

the Soul for that Reft, and Houle of Gl> 
ry, which is in Heaven above. © ~ _ ; 

72. Hear again | was at-a very great: 
fiand ; not knowing what to do, fearing! - 
was net called; for thought 4,if I be not’: 
called, what then cando.me good? Noze , 
but thofe who are ‘effectually ‘called, inke- 
rie the Kingdom.of Heaven. But oh! how. 
I now loved thofe words thar fpeak of a. 
Chriftianis’ Calling! as when the Lord: faid 
ro. one, Hollow me, and tq another. Come. 
after me: And, oh, shoughe I, chat ne | 

awe wou 
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would fay fo to me too! How gladly. 
would I run after. him! - 

+ 93. Pcannot now exprefs with what long- 
ings and breathingsin my Soul,-1- cried-to 
Chrift co call me.Thus [continued for atime, 
all on a flame to be converted to Jefus 
Chrift, and did alfo fee at that day, fuch 
glory in a Converted ftate, that] could not 
be contented withoutra fhare therein. Gold! 
Gould it have been gotten for Gold, what 
- could I have given for it! Had I had a whole 
© World, it had all gone ten thoufand times 
aver for this, that my Soul might have been 
- na converted ftace. : | 
- . 7§. How lovely now was tvery One in 
- my Eyes, that I thought to be converted 
-%Men and Women! They fhone, they 


- walked like a people that carried the Broad | 


. Seal of Heaven aboutthem. Oh! I faw 
the Lot was fallen to them in pleafant -pla- 
"oes, and they had a goodly Heritage, Pfal. 
36. But thac which made me fick, was that | 
of Chrift, in Mark; He went wp into a 
 Pountain, and celled to bim whom. be 
' would, and they came unto bim. Mark. 3.13. 
76. This Sctipture made. me faint and 
fear, yet it kindled fire in my Soul. - That 
which.made me fear, was this; left Chrift 


hould have no liking to me, for hecalled _ 


hom bé would. But, Oh! the igh dear 3 I 
ee as a: aw 


ay 
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faw in that Condition did ftill fo engage my 
heart, that.I could feldom read of any that! 
Chrift did call, but I prefently withed, would) 
I had been tn their Cloaths » would Ibad bee . 
born Peter, Would I bad been born John; or 

would I had been by, and bad heard him when) 
he called them, bow would I have cried, 0} 
Lord, call wee alfor But, Ob! I feared he would | 


i 
rR 
7. 
a 


pot call me. | 


77. And truly , the Lord ler me go thus, 
‘many Months together , and thewed me, 


‘nothing ; either, thar I was already, of” 


fhould be called hereafter : But at laft, after. 
much time_fpent, and many Groans-to_ 
God, that 1 might be made partaker of 
the Holy and Heavenly Calling ;* that word: 


* camein upon me, I will clean{e their Blo 


that I have not cleanfed , for the Lord dvell- 


_ eth in Zion; Jocl 3. 21. Thefe words 1, 


thought were fent, to encourage me to wait | 
ftill upon God; and fignified unto me, that | 
if I were not already, yet time might come, | 


-Imight be in eruch converted unto Chrift.. + 


qo. About this time I began to break my * 
mind to thofe poor People in Bedford, and . 
to tell them my Condition; which when | 
they had heard , they told Mr: Gifford of 


me, who himfelt -alfo took -occafion te talk: * 


with me; . and was willing co be well per- 


_ fwaded of me, chough.I think but fron - 


died, 


: ae PT ae ed 
ie b aaeer 2 - 
7 ey ‘ : 
bree, . 


8° Grace abounding — 
f hhould have burned at the Stake, I ae) 
not ‘believe chat Chrift had Jove for -me: 
Alafs! I could neither hear him,vor {ee hin, 
nor fee] him, nor favour any of his Things 
I was driven as with a Tempéft, my Heat 
- would be unclean, the Canaanites - would, 
dwell in the Land. ‘| 
So, Sometime I would: tell. my Cond 
tion to the People of God ; which, whet 
they heard, they would pity me, and would 
cell’ me of the Promifes: but chey had 
good have told me, that I muft reach f 
Sun with my Finger, 2s have bidden ae 
receive, or rely upon the Promife ; and. as 
foon as I thould have done it,all: my Sencé 
and Feeling ‘was againft me;: ard Haw} 
had an Heart that would Sin, and chat. § 
under a Law that would condemn. 
81. Thefe things have often made me 
think: of the Child which. the Father' 
brought to Chrift ; who, while he was yt 
a coming to bim, was thrown down by th 
Devils and fo rent and torw by bum, that. 
lay. and hig foaming » Luke 9: “a 
Mar. g. 2 
Ba, Fidei in thefe days, I fhould om, | 
my heart to fhut ic (elf up again(t the Loyd, | 
and againft his holy Word: I have fount 
my Ulabelief to fet, as ic were, the thoulder’ 
to the door, to keep him. Out ; and that to 
eye, 
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wen theo, when I heve, wiih many a biter 
igh, cried, Good f:crd, break it op:n: Lord 


a 


teak th-fe Gates of Brafs, and cut the Bars of - 


rox alender, Pijal. 107.16. Yee chat word . 


would {emetinses create in my heart a peace- 
vole paute, Z girded thee, tho thou haft nt 
known. wre, 11a. 45. 5 | 


83. But all this while, as to the act of fin- 


tiag, I never was more tender than now; my” 


didder parts were inward ; ] durft nottake a 
pin, or tick} though bir fo big asa ftraw 
my Con‘cierce now was fare, and would 
fmyare at every touch: I could not now tell 
how to {peak my words, for fear I fiould mif- 


place them. Ob, how gingerly did Ithen © 


‘ 


30, in all Idid or {aid 11 fotind my lf as on 
aaniry Bog, chat thook if 1 did but ftir, and 
was as there left both of God and Chiff, 
ind the Spirit, and ail gocd things, | 


84. Buc I obferve, tho 1 was fuch a great 


‘Jnuer before convertion, yet God never much - 


charged the guilt of che fins of .my ignorasee 

on me; only he fhewed me, I was Icft if I 
a not Chrift, becaufe I had-been a Sinner. 
| faw that I wanted-a perfect Rightcoulness, 
o:prefent me withour fault before God; and 
‘his Righeoufnefs .was no where to-be. found, 


satin the Perfon of Jefus Chriff. 2 0 - 


.85. But my original and inward pollution, . 


‘hat,that was my plagucand my afjiGtton,thar 
he Te @iseGoogle 
Rosey Pte. ppeeatiees S80 2. a> fens as 


; 
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I faw,at a dreadtul rate, always putting for 
itfelt within me; chat I had the guilt of,’ 4 
amazcment , by reafon of ehart, I was mo# 
loathfome in my own Eyes,than was a Toad 
and Ithoughr i was fo in God’s Eyes too: 
and Corrupiion! faid,would as naturally i 


‘ble out of my heart, as ‘Warer would bub! 


ourof a Fountaic : | thought now, thar ev 


ry one had a better heart than I had » E coil 


have changed heart with any body ; [thous 


none but the Devil himfeli could equaliz 
~ me for ihward wickednels, and polluriog’e 


Mind. I fell therefore at the fight cf mh 


' own vilenels, deeply into defpair ; for I cos 


el 


even for fome Years together: 


cluded, that this condition that’ | was if 
could not ftand with a ftate of ‘Grace : Syrt 


thought I, Lam forfaken of God ;. fure fan 
given up to the Devil, and to a-reprobar 


mind : And thus [continued a long while 


86. While 1 was thus afidted with ; 
fears of my own damnation, there werec# 


things would make me wonder, the one w 


when I (aw oldPeople buaving after the thin) 


' | of ‘thisjife, as if they’ fhould live here z 


ways: The other was, when 1 found Prof 


fors much diftreffed , dnd caft down, wht 


_ “they met with outward -loffes ; as of Husbat 


Wife, Child, We. Lord! thought -1, what 


‘do is bere about fuch little things as WE 


’ ave: 
. -.a ral 
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What {ecking afiet carnal things by fome, 
od what grief-in others for the lofs of, ~ 
hen! If they. fo much? labour after, and. 
send fo many tears for the things of this pre- 
ent life, how am | ta be bemoaned, pitied © 
ind prayed for! My Soul isdying, my: foul - 
sdamning. Were my. foul but ina good 
‘onditian, and were E-barfure of ir, ab, how 
‘ich - faould] efteem my felf, though bleft 
nut with Bread and -VYater! 1 fhould coynte 
hofe but frail Afiiétions, and fhould bear 
bem as little burthens.- 4 wounded Spirit, 
vho can bear? a 

- $7. And though I was thus troubled, and 
ofled,.and afflicted with the fight, and fenfe, 
ind terror of my own wickednels, yet 1 was 
afsaid ro let this feufe and fight go-quite off 
my mind; for 1 found, that unlefs guile of 
Conlcience was.taken off the right way, that 
s, by the Blood of Chrift, a Man grew ra- 
her wore for che lofsof his trouble of Mind 
han ‘better. Wherefore, if my guiltlay batd — 
apon me, then I fhould cry that the Bloadd of 
Chri might take it off: And if it was gome 
aff without it (for the fenfe of Sin would be © 
jometimes asif it would dis, and go quite a- 
way) then I would alfo ftrive co fetch it upon 
my heart again, by bringing the punifhment , 
for fin in Hell-fire upon my. Spirit ; and thould 
cry, Lord, let -1¢ not ge of my Heart, Lut tl 
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right way, but by the Blood of Chrift. and } 

' the application of shy mercy, rorough him, to 
Soul, for that Scripturelay much upon mé 
without fhedding of Blood there ws mo revi for 
Heb. 9. 22. And that which made me th 
more afraid of this, was, becaufe I had {ce 
~fome, who, though when .thay were og 

-. wounds of Confcience, would cry and prat 
‘we yet feeking rather prefent cafe from thei 
~ trouble, than pardon for their fin, cred 
_ how they ‘oft their guile, fo rhey got it outé 
their mind : Now having got it off che wr¢ig 
way, it was not fanétified unto them; but che 
grew harder, and blinder, and more wickei 
afrer their trouble. This made me afraid,an 
made me cry to God the more, tharit magi 
pot be-fo with me. *- EE 
~ §8, And now I was forry that God hat 
-. made:me4 man, for I feared I was a Repto 
-. bate: I counted man, as unconverted , ty 
___ -wmoft doleful of all the Creatures. Thus tf 
“fog affi&ed and toiled about my fad ‘cond 
-._ tion, I counted my felf alone, and abeve di 
jneficf men, unblefled. 3 
_. Bp. Yea, Ithought itimpoftible that ever 
: fhould attain to fo mach gaadnefs of heart! 
to thank God that he had made me a.ma 
Man, indeed, is the moft noble by-Creatia 
of all creatures in the vifible World ; butd 
fins he had made him(elf the moft ‘got 
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fe bealts, birds, fifhes, dye. 1 blefled their 
condition ; for chey bad not a fin‘ul nature, 
bev were not obnoxious to the wrath of God, 
hey were notto go to Hell-fire after death ; 
could. therefore have rejoiced, had my con- 
litien been as any ef theirs. ee eo 
GO. L: this condition 1 went a great while; 
ut when comforting time was come, I heard ’ 
ye preach a Sermon upon thefe words in the - 
Song, (Sone 4.1.) Behold thou. art fatr, my 
Love, bebold,thow art fair: But at chac time, 
he made thefe two words, My lowe, his chief 
md fubjeét matrer; from which, after he had 
a Jittle opened the Text. he obferved thefe. ’ 
everal Corclufions: 1. That the Church, and . 
‘sewery favea Soul, 1s Chrift’s Love, when love- 
eft. 2. Chris Love without &caule. 3.Cbrift's. 
Leve, when hated of the VW orld. 4. Chrif’s 
Love, when under temptation, and under defer- 
nom.* §¢ Chrifts Love, from firft to laf 
gt. But J got nothing ty what he faid at 
prefene’; only when he came to the Applica- 
ton of the fourth Particular, this was the 
ward hefaid , If itbe fo. that-the faved Soul 
UChrid’s Love, when under Temptation and. 
D-feriton ; then, poor tempted Soul, when thon 
art affanlied and afflicted with temptations, and 
the bicings of God's Face, yet think on thefe: 
lwo words, My Love, fill. — a, 
92. Saas] was going home, thefe words’ 
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came égain tnoimny thoughis; and] wells 
member, ag they-came inv }faid-thus ism 
ieart, What fhall I ger.by thinking on th-(e is 
mirds? Tis thought had no {ooner paffe 
through: my heart, bee rhele words beg 
thus to kindle in my fpirit, Thow art my Lon 
thou art my Dove, twenty times cogethe 
and ftill as chey ran ind my mind, they waxe 
> flronger and warmer’, and began to mk 
me fsok up: But being as yer becween ho 
and fear, 1 ftill replied in my heart, Bat #. 
true, but is it truer? At which, chatSenten 
— fellupon me, He-waft not that it was i 
which was'done.unto bun of the Angel, At 
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| '93. Then I began to ‘give place to 
-. Ward, which with power, did over-and 
make this jayful found within ‘my Soul, 74 
art my Love, thon art my Love; and nothr, 
fball feparate thee from my Lowe : And. wil 
thar,my heart filled full of comfort and hop’ 
and now I could believe thar my fins hho 
be forgiven me; yea, 1 was now fo tak 
with the toveand mercy of God, chat, 1! 

_ ‘member, I.could not ‘tell hew to contain! 
‘Egot Home.; I chonght £ could have {pokt 
‘of his Love,and have told of his mercy to% 
even tothe very Crows thar far upon tl 
_ plowed Lands, before me,. had they. been ¢ 
pable co have underitood me : Wherelo 
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faidin my foul, with much gladne(s, Weil, 
ra alt- I had 4 Pen and Ink here, I sould 
wie ibis down before I go any further; for 
«xcly, I wall not forget this-Forty Years hence: 
bit, alas ! within Icfsthan Forty Days, I be- 
an :o queftion all agiin, watch made me 
yegin to. queftion all Qik 

94. Yer ftill at times, | was helped to be- 
teve, that it was -a true maniftflation of 
Stace unto my Soul, though | had loft much. 
of the life and favour of: it. Now, about a 

eek of Fortnight -after chic, I was much. 
ollowed by this Scripture ; Simson, Simon, be- 
aot, Satan bath defired to bave you, Luke 
y-3t- and fometimes it would found fa 
nd within me, yea, aad, asit.was, call fo 
trongly after me, that once above all the 

“efi; I turned my head over my fhoulder,, 
-hinking verily that fome Man had, behiu 
m¢,¢alled me ; being at a great diftance, eel 
‘hought, he called fo loud, it came, as I have 
chought fince, to have ftirred me up to pray- 
er, and to watchfulnefs.: It came to acquaint | 
me,that | a cloud and (torm was coming down. | 
upon me; but Tunderftood it non = = 

gy. Allo, asi remember, that time that ic’ 
called to: ine foloud, was the lafitime that it 
founded tn. mine ears; but methinks I hear 
fil with what 2 loud voice thele words, Se- ‘ 
min, bite founded in my ¢ars, 1 | though 

2 7 Code... vee 
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verily,as Ihave tald you, that fome bedy hae 
called after me, thar was Aalf a Mile behing 
me: And aliho’ that was nce my Name, ya 
it made me feddenly- lock pchird me; be 
lieving that ie chat called {o loud, meant me 
96. But fo foolif was Land igneranr, tha 
I knew not the reafon of this found. (which 
I did bith fee and feel fcon after, was fen 
from Heaven, as an Alarm, to awsken me tt 
provite for what was-coming) only I fhouti 
mufe;and wonderin my mind, to think wha 
fhould be the reafon that this Scripture, ard 
wat at this rate, fo often, and fo loud, thould 
ftill be founding and ratling ia mine’ ears: 
Ri as I {aid befere; 1 foon after: perceived 
the ‘end of God therein: 
97. For about the fpace of a Month after 
a vl ereat (torm came down upon me,which 
Sand] “dl me twenry ticaes ware: than all Thad 
mice wich berore , if came lteali 2 Upon me, 
now by one piece, thea by another ; tft, al 
ny convorp was taken from me, then dark. 
s (ized upon me; ater which, wack 
: fl rE eee blafphemies,bo:un againiGod Chit 
ard theScrsptares was poured uro m: (pirtiyd 
Tay wheat © onfifiod ar dafonithime t Thele 
ubdehenr us thoughts were fuch-«: (lie red 
aa Be sisi € a IRAN is “ft the yer y igs Se ; Gee, 
vd. me hiscnly beloved Sons) Ae, whether 
: aie were in trata, a-God, or Chen “had 
7 a w hecaer 
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whether the holy Scriptures were not rathec 
Fable, and cunning ffory, than che holy and 
mre Word of God? 
68. The Tempser alfo would much affaule 
mewith this; {Yow can vow telj bat thatthe 
Twcks had as good Scriptures to trove ther Ma- 
home: the Sawtour, as me have te prove our Je- 
ust? Ana could’ I think that [0 msny-ten thou- 
“ndsn Jo meany Countries and Kingdoms, fhoald 
ut without the knowlege of the right way to 
Herven (if there’ weve indeed an Fleaven) and 
that we only, who live in acorner of the Earth, - 
fhould-elone be bleffed'th:remith> Evvery one 
auth think bis own Religion righteft, both Jews, 
snd Moars, and Pagaus ; and bow if all ou 
Fath, and Christ , ana Scriptures , fuould be. 
bit 6-Think {0 too? Ae, ees 
99. Sometimes | brave-endeavoured to. ar- 
meacanlt thefe Sugg “{tions, and to fet fome 
of thé Sentences of ble(led Paslagainft them ; 
but, alagt 4] quitkly fele, when £ thus did, 
ch argricasas thefe would recura again up- 
me; Though we made [o creat a matter of 
“ul, ‘and of bis words, yet bow could | tell but 
tin very deed, he being afubtle and cun=. 
ing man, weight give bimfelf up to. deceve 
" flrang delufiows, and alfo take the parns 
iid travel, to undo and a:ftroy his Fellows... 

100, Thefe Suggeltions (with maay othér. 
mich at this time I may not, noer,dare- not, 
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utter, neither by word or per) did make 
fuch a feizure upon_my (pirit.and did foover- 
weigh my heart, both with their number, 
continuance, .and fiery force, that I felt as 
there were nothing elfe but thefe from more 
hingto night within me, and a’ though. ing 
deed there could be: room for nothing elfe; 
and alfo concluded, that God had, in. very 
wrath to my Soul, given me upto them, to 
be carried away with them, as with a migh- 
ty Whirl-wind. ie, 2 | 
~ 108. OQniy. by: the diftafte that they gaye 
untomy fpitic, J felt there was fometbing # 
-wne that refuled to embrace-them. But this con: 
— fideration. I chen only had, when Gad gave- 
me leave to fwallow my Spite; otherwife, 
the noife, and ftrength, and force of thée 
temptations would drown ard overflow, and, 
-asit were, bury all {uch rhoughts, or the te 
membrance of any fuch thing. While] was, 
‘in this temptation, | fhould find often mg. 
Mied fuddenly put upon it, to curfe and {weap 
or co {peak fome grievous thing of God, og 
Chrift his Son, and of the Scriptures. 
| 102. Now | thought, {wrely I am. poffelfed i: 
 the'Decil: Avother times again, 1 thought tf 
 “fbould be bereft of my wits; for inftead of 
landing and magnifying of God theLord witll 
others, if Ihave but heard him {poken of ¢’ 
-ptefently fome moft horrible a} 
a 
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thoughtor other would bolt out of my hearc 
againft him: So that whether 1 did think 
that God was, or again did think there were 
no fuch thing ; no love, nor peace, nor gra- 
cious difpofition could ] feel, within me. - 
103. Thefe things did fink me‘into very 
. deep defpair ;. for 1 concluded, that :fuch 
things could not poifibly be found amoneft . 
_ them that foved God. I often, when thefe. 
temptations- have been with force upon me, 
did compare my felf to che cafe of fucha. 
_ Child, whom fome Gypfte hath by forcetook. 
up in her Arms, and is catrying from Friend 
* and Country: Kick fometimes | did, and al-. 
. fo fariek and crys bur yee I was bound in 
the wings of the temptation , and the wind 
~ would carry me away. Ithought alfo of iat, 
and of the evil Spirie that did poffefs hina’ 
_ and did greatly fear, that my condition was 
- the fame wich that of his, 1 Saws: 16.14. 
. _ 104..In thefe days, when 1 have heard o- 
thers talk of what was the fin againft the 
Holy Ghoft, then would.the Tempter fo pro-. 
Woke me to defire to finthar fin, thatl.was as 
if, L€ould not, muft not, neither fhould be - 
_-guiet until Thad committed it;.now; no fin: 
Would ferve.but that, if it were to be com- 
“taitted by-fpeaking of fuch a word, then] 
pave been as if my. Mouth would have fpoken 
yetat word, whether I would or ne, And : 


wt 
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witrong a mealure was hist iemp tion i pon 
Mais, thar of en [have been reacy ru clap my 
band unser my Chin,te hela -y Mouth from 
Openigys aua co thst end alio T have had 
thoug'ts at ether times, to leap wich my 
head dowaward, into lome Mucksbill-hole 
or (her, toKeep my Mouth from (peaking. 

— g05. New again | beheld the condiios cf 
the Dog and Toad, aud counted the eftste of 
eviry ching that God had madé, far better’ 
than | this dread (fal {tare of mine, and {uch 
my Compant fons Was : Yea, gudly would] 
Have been in the condition of a D. -¢ orHorée, , 
for] knew they had vo Sou! co pexith under | 
thre everlatting weigh? of Bcil, or fin, as mine 
was Hketo do. Nav, and ch ough Efaw this, | 
felt this, | avd was broken to. picces with It; 
yet that which added to my forrow. was that 
E could nor fied, thar with all my S wil did 
dzfire. deliverance. That Scripture alfo did 
tert ar dread mv Soul, in the midft of chee; 
dif! rachis ons, The wicked are like the irongledd 
Seacwhich cannot ref. whae PO aterscaft ap. 
Mire and Dirt : "There ts ne peace to the wicks 

ed, fast my Gal, fa $7. ab 

109.” And naw my heare was, at rimes.-ex-. 
ceedi-g hard; if 1 would have giver a thou- 
{and Pounds for a Tear, I could not -thed one 
no, nor fometimes fcarce defire to fhed ones: 
A was mics. c jected, to think that this would}. 
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be my Lot diaw (ome could mcurp ard la 
ment their {to and others, again, coud re- 
jeyce, and blelsGod fer Chrift ; ard cthers, 
again, could quietly taik' cf, and with giad- 
bes remember the Woid cf God: while I 
only was in the florm or tuxpet. This much 
fark me; 1 thorgtt my condition was alone, 
Ifiould thercfure much be wail my hard hap. 
“but get out cf, or get rid of ticiethings, | 
‘ould not. - oe 
107. While this Temptation lafted, which 
v3 atout a Year, I could atiend upon none 
Of the Ordinances of God, buraith fore and 
gicat Af tion 3 yea, then wast mol difrel 
fed’ with blafphemies: If 1 haye been hearing 
the Word, their w-clearinefs , bla‘p! emies, 
And celpair would hold me a Captive there : 
“IM have beea-teading, then fometi:ves | had 
~ fadden thonghrs to quefion ail Lread ¢ fome- - 
limes again, my Mind worl he fo firangely 
{hatched awav, and polhded with other 
‘things, thac J have neither known, nor :e 
Rtded nor remembied fo mreh as the Scn- 
lence hac but now F bave read, oe eee, 
108. In Prayer alfo 1 bave been ‘ereaily 
Koubled ar. this time ; - fomtetimes I have 
thought Fhave fele him, behind me; pull my 
loaths « He would be. alfo continually at 
me in.time of Prayer, to have done, break 
of, make hafte, you have. prayed cnotigh | 
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52 : fate : 
and ftay no longer ; till drawing my Miad 


away. Sometimes alfa he would caft in {uch - 
wicked thoughts as chefe; that ! miuft pray 
to him, or for him: I have thought fome- 
times of chat, Fall down, or, If. thou wilt fall 


down and wor{hip w:,, Mat. 2 


9. | 
- 409. Allo, when khecaufe Ihave had wan- 
dering thoughts in. the time of this Duty, 1 
have laboured to-compofe my Mind, and 
fit it upon God , then with great force hath 
the Tempter laboured to diftrah me, and 
confound me, and to turn away. my Mind,.by 
prefentingto my Heart and Fancy, the Forth 
of a Bufh, a Bull,.a Befom, or the like, as if | 
fhould pray cothefe:Tothefe alfo he would (at 
fome times e{pecially) fa hold my Mind, that] 
was as if I couid chink of nothing elfe, or pray 
to nothing elfe but to thefe, oc fuch as they. _ 
110. Yet ac times J fhould have fome ftrong- 
and heart affe€ting apprehenfions of God, and 
the reality of the Truth of this Gofpel: Bur, 


Ob! how would my Heare, at fuch times put. 
| forth ic {elf with enexprefole groanings! My. 


whole Soul. was. then'in every word ; | fhould 
cry with pangs after God, that he would te 
merciful unto. me: Butsthen I fhould be daunt- 
ed again with fuch conceits as thefe 5. I fhould: 
think.that God did mock at thefe my Pray- 
ers; faying, and thatin the audience of the 
holy Angels, ‘This: poor fimsple wretch doth 
| a Google > banker 
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- kanker after mes as 1f Thad nothing to do with 
- my meercy, but to beflow-on [uch ashe. Alas, 
~ poor Soul! How art thou deceived’ It 1s not for. 
» [uch as thee, 10 have favour with the Higheft. 
kn. Then hath the Tempter come upon 
me alfo with {uch difcouragements as thefe: 
“ You ave very bot for mercy, out I will cool you; 
this frame fhall. not laft always: Many bave 
~ been as bot as you for a [part , but I have quench- 
~ ed heir Zeal. (And with this, fuch and fuch, 
- who werefallen off, would be fer betore mine 
» Fyes) Then I fhould be afraid. thar I thould 
do fo too. Bur, thought 1, Iam glad this 
- comes ipro my Mind: Weil , I will watch, 
~andtake what heed Ican. Though you do, 
~faid Satan, I fball be toc bard for you; Iwill 
" gool you tnfenjibly, by degrees, by tittle and Isttle. 
| What care I, faith he, though Ibe SewenYears — 
- th chilling your Heartsf I can dost at taf ?Con- 
* wnual rocking will lull a crying Child afleep: I 
— wil ply it clofe, but I wilt have my end at- 
— somplifoed. Though you be-burning bot at pre- 
Jent, yee I can pall you from this Fire, I foall 
“have youcold before tt be lange 
"442. Thefe things brought me into reat 
Mraics ? for as'l.at prefent could not find my 
felf fic for prefent death, fo I thought, to live 
Tong,would make me yet more unfit; for time 
‘would make me forget all, and wear even the 
“emembrance of the evil of fin, the worth of 
i Ga, _ ~~ Heaven 
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Heaven, and the need | had of the Blood of 
Chrift co walh me, both. out of Mind -and- 
Thoughr: But I-thank. Chrift Jelus,. thefe 
things did nor at prefent make me flack my 
crying, buttatber did put me more uponit 
(ike ber whs wet with the Adultcrer, Deur. 24.4 
2%.) in which days, that wasa good word to 
me, afrer lL had fuiifzred there things awhile; | 
Lam per[maded, that neriber betginh, nor depth, | 
death, nor life, So. fhall feparate us from the | 
Love of God, which isin Chrift Jef 43, Rom 
38. And now I hoped, long lite fhould: not 
Geftroy me, nor make me am'{s of Heaven: 
“413. Yer [had (ome fapports is: this temp. 
tation, though they were then all queftioned 
by me, That in Jer. 3. atthe firft; was fome- 
thing fo ms; and (o was.the confideration of » 
pers. of toat Chaprer ; chat though we have 
fp2ken and done as evil things as. we could, . 
yet we fhouldecry unto God, My Father, thon. 
art the Guide of my Youth, and thould return ; 
‘unto him. ; oe a a > | 
“rpg. Thad-alfo once a {weer Glance from 
that iu 2 Cor. 5.12. For be bath made him to 
be fin for us, who knew no fin, that we might be 
made the Righteou{nejs of Godin him. 1 r¢ 
member that one day, as 1 was fitting ’in a. 
Neighbours Houle, and there very fad at che. 
confideration of my many bla!phemi¢s;and as- 
Lwas faying in my “Mind, What ground have T 
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to think that I, wha bave been {0 wile and abo- 
minable. fbowia ever inkerit Eternal Life? That 
wordcame fucdenly npon me, What fhall 
we fay t9 thefe things ? If God be for us, who 
can be againf! ws ? Rom 8. 31. That alfo 
-wasan hbeip wero me, Bereasfe I lee, you 
Pall liwe alio, John 14. 19. But thele words 
were but hi..ts, torches, and fhore vifits, the’ 
very fweee when prefent- only they: lafted 
Rot; bur, Uke-to Peter’s-Sheer, of a [udden 
mere caight up. from me, io Heaven agasn, 
Afts 10.16. > ae ee es 
Fg. But afterwards the Lord did more 
fully and graciowfly difcover himfelf unto me, 
and indeed, did quite, not only deliver me 
from. the guile chat, by thele things, was laid 
-woon my Confcience, but alfo from the very 
filth thereof ; for che temptation was remo- 
ved, and:I was pot into my right Mind again, 
as other Chriftians were, rn 
— 86. Tremember thac one day, as Twas 
travelling into the Country, and mufirg on 
the wicked: cf end blafphemy ofmy Heart, - 
and confidering of the enmity thar wis in me | 
to Ged, that Scriprsre came is vey Mind He 
bath wade peace by the Bloo- uf bis Cross, Cel 
1-20 Fy which | wag rrave wsice; bob again 
agagait, that dav, ac Cidhend my Seel 
were Feiends by this Blond 5 yea, 1 fay thee 
ie Juttice cf God and my finful Scrl, conid 
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-embrnce aad kis each other. through this 
Blood. Puis wee a good day to me; [bope. 
A fhali not forges 2, Pais) er ee 
rj. Ac another ume, as¥ was fet by the. 
fire,ia my Houtc,aid muting on my wretched. 
-nefs,the Lord made that alfo a precious word | 
unto me; Forafwsuch then as the Children are’ 
partakers of flefo and bloot, ke allo bimfelf leke- 
wife took part of the fame, that through death, 
. be might deftvey biwe that bach the power of death, 
that w,the Devil ; and deliver thoje who throngy 
the fear af death were all their life [ubjeEt to bel 
dago, Heb. 2. 14,15. [thought that. the glory 
of thefe words, was thew fo weighty on mg, 
that I was both once and twice ready to {woon | 
ast fate; yet not with grief and crouble; but 
with folid joy andpeac. == gt 
418. Acthis time alfo I fate under the Mi. | 
_niftry of holy Mr. Gifford, whofe Do&trine, by 
God’s Grace, was much for my f{tability. This 
man made ic much his bufinefsto deliver the 
People of God from all thole falfe and un- 
found Tefts, that by nature: we are prone to. 
He would bid ustake {pecial heed, that we 
took not up any truth upon treft,; as.from 
this, or that, or any other-man or men; bur 
to cry mightily-to God, that he would con- 
Viree us of the reality thereof, and fet us 
down therein by. his cwo Spirit, inthe Holy 
Word: For , {aid he , tf you do otherwife, 
mt 3g ee ee oil _ when 
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Ding geciued them with idente from Hea- 
wen, will find, you want that help and firength 

wow to refift, that.once you thought you bad. . 
> 419. This was as feafonable to my Scul, as 
stheformer and lacter Rain in their feafor ; for 

“ Thad found, and that by fad experience, ‘the 
teach of thefe his words: ; (for I had felt, xo 
: gan can fay, efpecially when tempted of the 
“Devil.that Fetus Chrift is Lord, but by the oly 

in *G hof.) Wherefore I found my Soul, through 
» G¥ace, very apt,to drink inthis Doétrine, and 

t  tincline to pray to God, that io nothing: that. 

frainied 10 Gad’s glory, and. my owncietnal . 
appinefs, he would fuffer me to be without 

the confirmation thereof.from Heaven ; for 
now IT faw clearly , there was an exceeding 

* difference betwixt the notion of the fcth and 

% Blood, ~and the Revelations of God in Hea- 

ven; -alfo a great difference betwixe that 

J Faith that is feigned, and according to Man's 
Wifdom , and of that which comes by a 

: Mat’s being born thereto of God, Mat. + 

a be I Fo. 5. ¥- 

- 720. But, Oh! now, how was my Soul ms 
from truch co truth by God! Even from the. 
Birth and Cradle of the Son of God, ‘to his 
Afcention, and {econd coming from Heaven 
to judge the World! 

AU ‘Tully , : oe found ‘upon this ac- 

Sete ae, i a ae ; . ge one 
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count, the great God was very good unto 
mé >for, to my remzmbrauces there was not 
dny thing chat chen Icriedto God, to make 
known. and revealunto me, but he was plea 
fed todo ic for me, 1 mean, not one part ef 
the Golpel of the Lord Jefus , bur. 1 was or- 
derly led into ic: Methought I faw with great 
evidence, from the relation of the four Evan- 
gelifis, che wonderful work of Gad, 14 giving 
Jefus Chrift.to fave us, from hf Conceptiaa 
and Birth, even to iis fecond coming to. fudg. 
ment: Me thought I wasasif I had {een him 
born, as if lhad {een him grow up, asif I 
had {een bim walk through this World, from 
the Cradle to the Crofs; to which alfo, when 
he came, I faw how gently he-gave him 
felt to be hanged, and nailed on it, for-my 
fins and wicked doings. Alfo as 1 was my 
fing on this his progrefs, that dropped on my 
_ Spirit, He was ordained for the flaughter, 1 Pe. 
24092,20 07°. £ toe un? BS 

‘ y22. When I have confidered alfo che trnth 
of his Refarrefion, and have remembred 
bat word, Teuch me not, Mary.&<c. | have feen, 
isif he fed icaped out of tne Grave’s mouth 
for joy that be was riien again, and had got 
“the conquet over our dreadful Foes, Job 29. 
17. Luave allo, in the Spirit, feen hima 
Maron the Right Hard of God the Pacher 
for me; acd have feeu the maaver of his 
: 5A , comping, 
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coming frcm Heaven, to judge the World 
with Glory,and have been confirmed in thele 
things by thefe Scriptures following, Aéfs 1. 
9,10 & 7. 56. 8 10.42. Heb! 7. 24-828, 38. 
Rew. 1.18. 1 The: 4. 17,48 

123. Orce_I was troubled co know whether 
theLord Jefus was Man as well as God; and 
God as wellas Man ; and truly, in thofe days, — 
let mien fay what they would, -unlefs I had it 
with evidence from Heaven, all was nothing 
tome, 1 counted my {elf not (etdown in any 

- tuth_of God. Well, I was much troubled a- 
bout this Point, and could not tell how to be 
refolyed: ; at daft, that in Rev. -5. came into 
my-mnind: 24nd I bebeld, and lo, in the midft 
if.the throne, and of the four BeaSis, and in the 
mall of the Elders, food a Lamb. In the midft 
ofthe Throne, thought I, there is his God- 
, bad; inthe midft of the Elders, there is his 
“Manhood: “But Oh! ‘mechought’, this did 
glifter | Ic was a goodly touch, and gave me 
- fweet {arisfa&tion. ‘That other Scriprure alfo 
did help me much in this, To us a Child 
¥9 born, to us a Sénis given, and the Govern. 
ment fhall be upon. his fhoulder s and bis Name 
foall be called Wonderful, Counfelloy, the mighty 
God, rhe Everlafting Father, the Prince of 
Peace, 8c. Wag. 
124. Allo befides thefe. teachings of God, 
in his word; the Lord made uf< of two. things 
vg” 7) rontmeyGOogle* Ww 


p gee a 
7. 9 te! “lat 


60 Grace abounding 5 
to confirm me in this truth ; the erie was the 
Errors of the Quakers, and the other was the 
Guilt of Sin, for as the Quakers did oppole 
this Truth, fo God did the move confirm me, 
in it, by leading me into the Scriptures, that 
did wonderfully miaintaio it, 

125. The Errors that this People then 
maiotained, were 

4. ‘That the Holy Scriptures were not the 
Word of God. 

2. That every Man ia the World had che 
Spirit of Chrift, Grace, Faith, doc oi 

3. That Chrift Jefus, as c.ucified, and dy. 
ing Sixteen Hundred Years ago, did-not (a 
tisty Divine Juftice for the fiasof his People. 

4. That Chrift’s Fleth and Blood wit 
within the Saints. . 

5. That’ the Bodies of the Goad and Bad 
that are buried in the Ghurch- “yard, (hall sot 
arife again. - 

“6. That the Refurredtion i is 5 paft with good 
Men already. . - 

7. That that Man Jeus, that was cracifigd 
between two Thieves, on Mount Calvary, m 
the Land of Canaan, by Ferufalm; was not 
afcended up above the flarry Heavens. - 

8. That he fhould not, even the fame Je- 
- that died-by the hand of the Fes, come 

ain at thé laft day . 5: and a8 eee judge all 
LODS, Ore 
“126, May 
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126. Many more «vile and abominable. 


things were in thofe days formented by them 
by which ] was driven to a mere natrow 
larch of the €criprure,, and was, through 
their light and tcf{himony, not only en- 
lightned, but greatly confirmed and com{ort- 


edin thetruth ; and as Ifaid, the guile of fin . 


did help -me much; for (till as that. would 
cme upon me, the Plood -of Chrift did 


take ic off again, and again, and again; and | 


that too {weeily, according to the Scriptures. 
OFriends ! cry'ta Ged to Reweal Fefas Chrift 
wns you 3 there 1s none teacheth like him. 
_127.-It would be too long tere to ftay, to 
‘tdl you in parricular how God did fer me 


down in all the things-of Chrift, and how he 


did, that he might fo do., lead me into his 
words ; yea, and alfo how he did open th«m 
.Wtome, and make them fhine before me, 


ard caufe chem to dwell with me-,talk-with 


‘me, add comfort me over and over, both 
of his owes Being, and’ the Being. of his Son, 

Apirit: and Word, and Golpel.  - 
428. Only this, as I {aid before, L-will fay 
whto you again, that in general, he was plea- 


fd to take this courfe with me; fart, to fuf- 


fer me to be afflicted’ with tempration con- 

‘ening them, and then reveal them to 
“me: As fometimes I fhould lie under great 
guilt for. fin, cyen crufhed to the ground 
fee , - therewi" 
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therewith:y and then the Lord. would thea 
me the death of Chrift ;-vea, and fo {prinkie 
my Con{cience with bis Blood, chat] fhovls 
find,and that before 1 was aware, that in abe 
Conlcience, where byt juft now did yeign and 
rage the Law,¢ven there would reft and abide 

_ the peace and-love of God,. thro’ Chrift.’ 
_ 429 Now I had anevidence, as I rhougit 
of my Salvation from Heaven, with. gavy 
- goldenSeals thereon, all hatiging in my fight 
’ Now could I remember this manifitarge, 
and the other difcovery of Grace, with op 
fort; and fhould often long and defire ba 
the laft day were come, that.I might belo 
ever inflamed with the fight, and joy, ard 
. communion of him,whole head was crownt 
with thorns, whofe Face was {pit on, andb 
dy broken , and Soul made an Offering {ot 
my fins. For whereas before I lay ‘continufly 
_trembling.at the mouth of Hel, now wt 
' thought: I was got fo far there-from, ‘that! 
could not, when I looked back, fCaree difcem 
ic: And,Oh! though? I, that 1 were Fout 
{core Years old now, -that [‘migh: die quickly 
that my Soul mightbe goneta.refh  -. 
330 Bur before 1 had. got thus far outo 
thefe my Temptations, 1 didgreatly long! 
' fee {ome ancient godly M's experience, wi 
had writ fome hundreds of years before 1 wi 
born ; for, for thofe who-had writ ”* 
. ; ; ee | ay! 
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ays, I chought (but J defire them now-to par- 
on me, that they had writ only ¢hat which 
cbets fele; oreHe had, through the ftrength . 

f their Wits and Parcs,ftudied ¢o anfwer fuch 
Wnjetions, .as.chey perceived others were - 
erplexed with, without going down them-. - 
ves. tt che deep. . Well, aftex many:fuch - 
maiogs.in my Mind,the God,in whofe hand. 
tial our days and ways, did caftinto my 
eS {one day) a Book ot Martes Luther ¢ ite: 

Mais Comment .on.the Galatians; is alle 

fo old,that it- was peady to fall piece frome ; 
1@ if Idid butturn icover. Now Iwas: 
N@¥d much, thae fuch.an old Book: had Ab-: 
ry my-hand; che which, whead bad! but.- 

Mle way perufed, 1. found my condition, - 
was experience, fo. largely abd profoundly. 
andied, as if his Book-had-been:written out.. 
(@beare. Chis madé me marvel: forthe 
1oapie 1, This Man could not ~~ any things: 
the flate of CLriftians now, buti mult needs: 
ate and {peak whe experience of former days. '. 
a Befides, ‘he. doth moft gravely. alfo: 


fat Book, debate of the rife of thefe temp-. 

as ; namely, ‘Blafphemy, Defperation,;. 
ag: she-tike, fhewing that the.Law.af Jee. 
seas well as.the Devil, Death and Hell, : 
faa very great hand therein: The which: 
daft, :. was: very ftrange to me; but confi. 
Wing ‘and watshing, I — it fo. — ma, 
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But of particulars bere, .l intend nothing; 
1y dais. methinks [nant let fall before alk Men 
Ido prefer this Book of Martin Luther upa 
the Galatians (excepting the Holy:Bible). be 
fozxe all che Books thar ever! have. feen, a 
moattfit for a wounded Gonfcience,.. <. 
432. And now I found, .as. Lthought, t aha 
Lleved Chrift dearly : Oh? Methoughtiny 
Seni cleaved: untohim, my: affections cle 
~ wiito hima Kfelt love.to him as hoe as:Bit 
aad: now,.as. Fob faid, Ltheughtd fbowtd a 
im wy Nef but i did. quickly fied; ithaeny 
peat Love was but litle; and: tbat 5 we 

& as Izhoughe, fuch burning loyesto Jeli 
Ghilt, cold let bim.go again fora very tilt 
-God:can‘tell how to:abale us, and. eanibid 
Pride:from, Man, a aiken: chi, By 
love:wastried:to purpotle. .: 

213%: Fot-afeer the Lord had i in this = 
ner, chus gra¢ion(ly delivered. me- fromih! 
gtcat and. fore Temptation; -and, had for mt 
down {o fyeetly inthe Faith of’.bis hely Ge 
‘f{pel; atid-had given me:fuch , trong coslals 
- ton, and blefied evidence: from. Heavd 
tguching my intereft in his love. throug! 
-Ghsift; the Tempter came upon me. apall 

apd: that with a more ric vous: ~and de 
re then before. . 

: 4. And that. was, 0. felt: ‘an: port 
ney woh - ed ohh, te a base fa! : 
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bings of this life for any thing... The Tem. 
ion Jay upon me tor the {pacepf a-year, 
ad cid follow me fo continually, chat ‘was 
ct.rid of it, one day ina Months no, sot 
mattis one hour in many days together, 
‘les when. was aflecp,. i 

95 And, though: Amy. Judamens 1 way 
waded. ‘that thole whe-were;once eect 
bin Chirift (asl hoped, through bis Grace, 
‘Add (eon my-(el) could never lofe him for 

ee (For a Land foatl-not-be {old for ever, 
Land sis paint, faich. God, Lev, 2p 22D 
Lwasaidontivualvexapon tome, £0 think 
ion havenamct as-one fuch thaughe 
inme again(t a;Chrift, a Jefus, that had 
age. {or meas he. had. doues. and yer chen] 
pani none, €, ote ‘Ope. fuch Blafphe. : 
AE ONES. | 
Bus it it was neither my: difike’ of. the 
, Hor ver any defite and eudeprouts to 


Ou 


4 fick, py cll aine 4, faop to. el pa 
Mor thar, bus fill the: ‘temptation weuld 
8 Sch brilefor this, or fell C rift fog thes; 
ihe: tity e ; ane ee ee = 
37h, Somperigace! & wand, “ton, ia ‘my 
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thoughts, ot fo litle as a hundred times to 
gether ; Sell him, fell him, {ell him: agai 
which, I may fay, for whole-hours togethe, 
I have been forced co ftand as continually les 
ping and forcing my fpirit againft ic,leaft hap 
ly, before I were aware, fome wicked shough 
might arife in ‘my heart, that might codtn 
thereto; and? fometimes alfo “che Tenrpat 
would make me believe I had confented 
but then fhould I be: as tortured upon a Rat 
for whole daystogether. = ok 
438 This Tempration did'pur me tom. 
{cares left | thould at feme umes,] fay,comge 
thereto, and be overcome therewith, thay 
the very force-of my niind, in labouriage 
_ -gain-fay and refit this wickednefs, my 00 
‘body would'be put into action, or moth, 
by way of pufhing or thrufting with my tag 
or elbows; ftill anfwering,; as faft as chy 
ftroyer {aid, fell bims ; I well not, F will, 
will not, I will not ¢ no, not for thoufands, tir 
fands, ter fae of Worlds: Thus reckotg 
leaft{ fhould,in-the midft of thefe affaules,® 
too low a valué’of. him, even. until I {caB 
smell knew. where I was, or how: to be cof 
- pofed again, = | 7 

“439. Atthefe feafons he would not lec # 
“eat my food-ar quiet; but, forfooth, wittt 
was fetatthe Table at my Meat, I muftg 
‘hence to’ pray; I muft leave my feod.n0 


, 


ty 
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it now ;‘fo counterteit holy alfo would -this 
Devil be. When J was thus .cempted, I 
fhould fay in my felt, Now I am at Meat, let- 
me make anend, No, fail he, you wut do tt 
nowor you wall at[pleafe God, and defpife Cori ft. 
Whesefore J was much .affi&ed with thefe 
things;.and becaule.of the. finfulnefs: of my 
nalure ( imagining that thefe things were im- . 

es from God) | fhould'deny to do it, as if 

apied. God ; and then fhould I be as guil- 


til tuning in my mind,Sell biws,fell bam, fell 
hielo! bins, fe bim, as faltas.a mas. could 
iprak’: Againft. which al fo, io my midd, as-et 
other times, Fanfwered No, 70, not, for thoy- 
lands thoufandstbou{anas, at leaft twenty times 
together: Bur at laft, afcer much (triving, e-- 
vin until | was almoft out of breath; I felt-chis 
Houghe pals through my heart: Lee biwt go, if. 
b will, and I chought alforhat I felt my heart | 
xely ‘confent thereta. Oh, the diligence of 
Satan! Oh, che defperacene(s of Man's heart! 
‘t4t.. Now was the battle won, and down . 
fell 1, asa Bird that is fhot from.the. top of a. 
wae ) D3 Tree 
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Tree,"into great puilr, and fearful: defpair 
T hes gerting out of my Bed, I’ Went thopéiig 
fato rhe field ; bur, God knows, with as heavy 
an heart as mortal man, J chink could ‘béar, 
where for the {pace of two hours, 1 was Hikes 
mani bereft of life, and as now paft al reeove 
ry, and bound ovettoeernal punifimieat! 
-lg And withal ‘thay Scripture did’ Tite 
upea my Soul, Or 4 boge per[on, as Etat 
whos for one worfet of Meat fold bis birth rigst: 
For :yve know, bow that afterwards, when 
would have inherited theblefing, biware 
ed; for he found no place of repentance, thom 
he fought it carefully, with tears, Heb. Tk 
17. ae a ee ee ee pre 22s wr ¥ 
ewe Now was I as one bound, I fele my 
felf thut up unto che Judgment to come; 
thing now for two' years tcgether, would"? 
bide with me, but damnation, and an°s: 
petation-of damnation: 1 fay, nothing dor 
would abide’ with ‘me but this, fave fom 
few moments for'relicf, as in‘the fequel you 
Will iees sg ee ee ee 
' 444. Thefe words were to my Soul, like 
fatcers “Gf bralg'to my legs; in the continaal 
{ound of which, I went for feveral months to- 
gether. Byt about ten or eleven a clock 0 
that day, -as] was walking under an Hedge 
(luff of ferrow and guile, God sige di be. 
moaning my (elf for this‘hard hap, thac fu eh 
yt yale. - 9 


fe 
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rthonght fhould arife within me, fuddainly 
his fentence bolted ia on mies The blood of 
lrift-remsts all galt. . At this, 1 made a 
tand in my fpirit: With -chas, chig word 
ok bold upon me, The bload of Fefus ebrift 
nia'Sore cleanfeth-us from all fin, t Fob. 4. - 


445. Now I began to conceive peace in'my 
aul, and methought I faw as ifthe Teniprer 
lid ear and fteal away from me, as being a- 
ied of what he had done... At the fame 
‘at. alfo [had my fin and the blood of. 
amit thus reprefented to me,that my fis, 
wie compared to the Blood of Chrifl, was 
homore to it, than this little clot or ‘ftone 
Xore me, is ro this vaft and wide field that 
nee I fee, . This gave ‘me good encourage- — 
mint for the- {pace of two or- three hours’; 
NAbhich time alfo, methought, I faw, by 
faith, the Son of God, as fuffering for my fins’: 
Bat becaule ic carried not, I therefore fank 
omy fpiric, under exceeding guilt apain. ~ 

146, Bur chiefly, by the aforementioned 

Tipture, concerning F/au’s felling of his 
Bith-right ¢ for that Scripture would lie all 
day long, all the week long ; yea, all che yeae 
long in my mind, arid hold me down, fothat 
‘ould by no means lift up my felf ; for when 

Would ftrive to. turn me.to this Seriprure, ot 
that, for relief, till that Sentence would be 

: D.gacos fount 
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founding in me, For ye keow how that aften 
wards,when be would have inherited the blefirg, 
he found no place of repentance though be fought 
st carefully mith tears, 
147. Sometimes, indeed, 1 fhould have: 
touch from that in Luk 23. 31. 1 bawe prayed 
for thee, that thy Fastb fail not, but ic would 
not abide upon me; neither. could I indeed, 
’ when I conlidered 19 Rtate, find. ground to 
conceive in che leaft,that there fhould be she 
toot of that Grace within me, having fiteg 
asl had done. Now was] rore and rentm 
‘an heavy cale, for many days together... is 
_ 148 Thea began I with fad and caret 
heart, co confider of the nature and largese! 
of my fin,and to fearch in the Word of God, 
if] could in any place efpy a word of promt, 
or any encouraging fentence,by which 


take relief, -Wherefore I began to con 
that of Mar. 3. AW manner of fins and bla{pee 
pites {ball be forgiven wuto ibe fons of men mia 
withfocver they fhall blalphewme. Which place, 
me houghr, at a blufh, did containa la rpe.acd 
g tious Promife for the pardon of ‘high ol: 
fences; but confidering the place more fully, 
Ichought it was rather to be underftcod, a 
relating more chiefly to thofe who had while 
jo anatural eftate, commited fuch things a 
there-are mentioned ; but not ro me,whe had 
not, only received Light and. Metcy, byt a t 


wr yo the Chief of Staners.” 4% 
had both after, and alfo contrary to.that, {o 
Nigheed Chrift as Lhaddone, 2. 

149. I fsared therefore that this wicked fin: 
of mine might be that. fin unpardonable, of, 
whch he here chus fpeakech.But-b: that fall: 
Usfpbeme against the #Holy Gho&t hath never for- 
giv-ne(s, but ts 1n danger of Erernal damnation, 
Mar. 3.. And Ldid che rather give credit to. 
this, becaufe of that fentence in the Hebrews, 
Fyyou know hom that afterwards ypben he wold 
hie tubertted the blefhag _ be DUS-Vefe ; eds. for. ‘ 
héfownd my place of repentance, thea ne [oughe. 
it carefally with tears... And this fuck always. 
wht me, Shy | 


a-@° 
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‘154. And now ‘began I to labour focall a-. 
fain-time: that was palit; withing a.choufand. 
times’ twice told,. that the. day was; yet (0. 
come, when I fhould. be rerapted ta {uch a. 
fis concluding with.great indignation, borh 

Pa ; . . p c acenins 
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again: my heart, and alt affaulrs,, how | 
would rather have been torn ia pieces, than 
found a confenter thereto. Bur, alas! thele 
thoughts, and wifhings, and refolvings were 
now teo late to help me; tlie thought had 
paffed my heart, God hath let me go, and 
Farn fallen.:Ovthoughe by that tt 2s mith 
mse as in months paft, as in the class when Goi 
preferocd mel Job.'1g. 
+ ¥§. ‘Phen again, being loth and unwilling 
to porifh; began to compare’ my fin’ wit 
Others, to fee if Pcould find’that any’ of thee 
that are faved, had done as T had dore. $3 
I confidered David's Adultery and Murtht, 
and -foudd them ‘moft‘heincus crimes and 
thofé t60 eéniinitted after Light’ and Grac 
received. But yet, by confidering, 1 preceiftd 
thathis tran{greffions were only fuch as atte 
apainit ‘the Law’of Adofes ; from which the 
Lord Chirft could, with the confent of bis 
Word,deliver him: But mine: was ‘agai 
Gofpél;’ yea;' again{t the Mediator theredl; 
Fhad fold my ‘Saviour’ 
193. Nofragaid thould’F be as if racked 
upon che whee], when F confidered that fe 
fides the guilt that pofléffed me, F fhould 
be fo Void éf Grace; fo bewirched. Wha, 
thought Z"inisft ic be no fin: but this? Mut 
ic needs b¢ the great tranferefion ; Plal. ro-L3 
Mut tharwicked one touch'my Soul 2 1 fe 
mF 
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5s. 18. O1, what flings did J find in all chefe- 
Sentences! . ee or ee 
- 154. Whar, thought ¥, is there but ove fin 
that is unpardonable 2 But ove fia that layech 
the Soul withouc-the reach of Gods Mercy ; 
And muft Ibe guilty of that? Mufticneeds 
bethar2 Zs there but ome fia among fo. many 
Millions of fins, for which there is no forgive: 
gels; and muft J commit this ? Oh, unhappy 
feb, unhappy Man! Thefe things would 
 fobreak and confound my Spirit, that could 
“ tortell what to do; J thought, atsimes, they 
would’ have broke, my wits; and ftill, to ag- 
“gravace my mifery, that would run in my 
thind, You know how that afterwards, when be 
- pould have inherited the bleffing,bewas rejelted. 
Gh nope knows the terrars of thele days but way (elf. 
“2 155, “After his, Zcame to confider . of Pe- 
“t@¢fin, which he committed in denying his 
“ Mafter: And. indeed, chis came nigheft ro 
“gnine, of any chat -r could find, for he had | 
‘- denjed his Saviour, as J, after light and mer- 
“y received ; yea, and that too, after warning 
nyeh him. — Zalfo confidered, that hé did ic 
“Both once and twice; and that, after time to 
i @afider betwixt. But though-I put all thefe 
“Mreamftances together, that, if -paflible, 7 
Might find help, yét 7 confideréd again, that 
“Bis wag. bue 2 devtal of bis -Mafter, but ‘mine 
Mees. a felling of my Satrom: _—— a 
BAD ee : a 8 C our: 
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fi adie with my felf, chat { came rearee i ae 
_ Judas, then either to Davidcr Peter, 

156. Here again my torment would fama 
out and affliét me; yea, jt-would grind. mg: 
as it were. to powder, to cotifider the-prefesm, 
vation of God rowards otticts, while ¥ fell ij. 
to the inare; for in my thus-confidering @ 
other men’s fins, and comparing of them wif. 
mine own, Icould evidently (e, God prefel, 
ved them, notuithftanding chic wickednel. 
and would not fet them, as he had let: met . . 
| ome a Sou.of Perdiiian: 

157. But Oh, how did my Sout atthis ne 
prize che prefervation that Gcd did fer abel, 
his people: Ah, how fafely did. }-fee. thei. 
walk,whom God had hedged in! They # 
within bis care, prorection and .fpceial prow. 
dence: Though they were full as bad as Lo 
nature, yet becaufe he loved them he wail - 
not fuficr them to fall without the range & .. 
merey : But as for me,1 was gone, I had dot 
it; he would not pri fer-ve me, nor-keep meg 
but {uffered me, becauicl wasa Reprobart.td, 
fall as Thad done. Now did thele biefled pit. 
ces, that fpeak of God’s keeping his Peopll,. 
fhine like the Sun before me, tho* not 10 cml 
fort-me, yet to fhew.me.the bleffed Rate ati 
heritage of thofe whom the Lord had ble 
- $§8 Now! faw, that as God had his hat. 
| ipall providencesand efniierom " t: 
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ook his Bteéts fo he had bisoand in alithe 
emptations thar they had :o fin agaicft bim ; 
jotto animate them uato wickednefs, but ra 
‘hufe thei- temptations and trouble for them; 
ind alfo to leave them, for a time, tofveh 
insonly, asmight not deftroy, but humble 
hems as mighe not pur them beyond, but 
iy-tnem in che way of the rencwing of his 
Meséy. EuzOh, what love, whar care, what 
Aindniefs and Mercy did 1 now fee,mixing it 
ef with the- moft feveré and dreadful of all 
3ed's ways to his. People t He would lec Da- 
vk Hizck'ah, Solomon’ Peter,and others fH, 
out he would not letthem tall into fin wepar- 
donable, vor in Hell for Sin. Ob! Thoughr I, 
hefe beche Men that God hath loved; thefe ' 
pethe men chat God, though he chaftiferh 
“hem, ‘keeps them itt fafty by him; and them 

whem he makes to abide under the thadow 
dfthe Almighty. But all ehefe choughts ad- 
ted forrow,, grief and horror to me, as what: _ 
rvét I now thought on, it was killing to me. 
{id thought how God kept hisown, that was 
killing tome; if I thought of how I was fal. 
ea my felf, that was killing to me. As all 
-hings wrought together for the beft, and to 
iG:good to thém that were the called, ‘accor- 
itag to his purpofe; fo 1 tMoughe tha all 
things wrought for my damage, and for my 
etinaloverthrow, 
b= . te 558. Then 
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1§9. Then agiin 7 began to comparemy 
fin wich the fiui of Faudas, thas, if .poflible, | 
might find if mine differed from thac which, 
in truth, is uopardonable: And, Oh! thopgh 
L,ifitthould differ from it, ghough but th 
bréadch of an hair, what an bappy conditions 
my Soulin! And by confidering, I found. ha 
Fudas did his intentionally, but mine wasa 
gainft my prayer-and f{trivings ; befides,-b 
was committed with much, deliberation, 
mine ina fearful hyrry, on-a fuddain; ally 
while] was tofied to and fro, like the Load, 
and driven from trouble to forrow; - heap 
always the found of Efas’s fail in mine Eqs, 
and of the dreadful con{equerc:s thereof.’ ; 
_ 1€0. Yet this confideration about Fates 
fin was,for a while, fome iutle relief uate gt; 
for I faw I had not, as to the circumftagi, 
tran(greffed {ofoully as he. But this was quik: 
ly gone again; for } thoughr-with my. {el 
there might be more ways than one to cos 
mit the unpardonable fin ; alfol thought chm: 
there might be degrees. of thar, as‘well as §: 
other tranfgrefiions ; wherefore, for:. ought} 
yet could perceive, this iniquity of mine mig 
be {uch as might never be pafled by, . “ae 
161. IT wasoften now afhamed tha:Z thaw 
be like fuch an ugly man as Fades ; J thor vl 
alfo-how loathfom JZ fhould be ynto;all 4 
Saints at theDay of Judgment: Infomuch tb 
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|. to the Chief of Sinuers.  -.77- 
yow I could {care {ee ‘agood man, that ] be- 
ived hada good Confcieree, but | fhould 
eel my: heart tremble at bim, while | was in 
is prefence. Oh! now I {awa glory in walk: . 
ng with God, and what a mercy it was to 
havea good Confeience before him. © > 
162. J was much about this time cempred to 
content my felf, by receiving fome falfe Opt- 
ions as thatthere fhou'd be no fuch thir g as 
1 Day of Judgment, ‘that we fhould not rife | 


inaih,ard that fin waspo ftch grievousthirg: 
iP ean piee fugs act For if thas 
iis floutd i waeed be true, yet to bekew: others 
vife would yield yo% eafe for the prefent. If you » 
weft perifh, never torment your jelf jo much be- 
arehand; drive the tLoughis of damning out of 
ont wind, by po: fing your mind with fome fuch 
omglufions that Acheilts agd Ranters ufe te belp” 
hepjelves withal. 
£63, Bue. Oh! when fich thoughts have 
edthrough my heart, how as ic were, within 
\. ftep, hath Death. and Judgment been in my 
ri¢w! Methoughe the Judge ftood at the door, 
(was as if. ic was come already ; fothat {uch — 
hings could haye no entertainment. But me- 
bhinks J {ee by this, that Satan will ule any 
UFAtis, to keep the Soul from Chrift ; lie lo- 
régh nor an awakened frame of fpirit, feguri- 
¥sDlindnels, darknefs and error ‘is the very 
hpedom and Habitation of the wicked ee 


38 SG race abounding 
$64 | found ic bard work row to pray to 
God, becaufe defpair was fwaliowing me.up} 
I chonalt 1 was, as with a cemp.-f{t driven 
- away from God; for always when I cried 10 
God for mercy, this ‘wouldecme in, *Tistd 
bates 1 aw l&; God hath let me fall’, nop toty 
correction, ‘but condemnation: My fun is unper. 
donable ; ani I know, concerning Elau, bow tt 
after bt bad fold bis Birth right, be would bath 
reserved the Blefing, but masrejetica. AME 
this time Ldid light on that dreadtul ftory 
‘that mierable mortal, Franczs Spina : AB 
that was te mity troubled (piric, as falr, gm 
rubbed- into a frefh wound ; every ae 
that Book, every ‘groan ef that Man, withall 
the refl of hisjagtions in bis dolours,as histea 

his prayers, his gnathivg of reeth, : his wage 
‘Ing of hands, his twining, and twifting,€ 
languifhing,- and pinning away wider tha 
mighty hand of God that was upon fim, wa 
‘as Knives and daggers in my Soul; we, 


that fentence of his was frightful co me, / 
knows the beginning of Sin, but he bounds! 
Hives th-veof2 Then would the former ft 
~ tence, as che conclufion of all, fall like. anh 
thundet-bole again upon my. Confcience; # 
you know how that afterwards, when he womR 
have inherited the bleffing, be was rejetted sh 
he found no place of Repentance, though be'fon 

srcarefully with Tears 


boMeCnief of ornners. 7D 
165. Then fhould 1 be ftruck into'a very 
seat trembling, iofomuch that at fomeumes 
i could, for whole days tcgether, feel my ve- 
‘y body, as well.as my. mind, to fhake and» 
‘otter under the fenfe of the dreadiul judg- 
ment of God, that fhould fall on thofe that 
haye finned that moft fearful and unpd4rdona- 
lefin, 1 felt alfo fuch.a: clogging. and: heat 
ity ftomach, by reafon of rhis my terror, 
hatIwas, efpecially at fometimes, as if my 
brat bone would have fplit afunder; then I 
hgught of thatconcerning Judas, who by bis 
shine head long burfl afunder,and all brs bowels 
imedout, AQLY. ae a 
66. I feared alfo thar this wag.che mark 
ha&the Lord did fer on, Cain,even continual 
tr and trembling under the heavy load of 
1tthac he had charged on him forthe blood — 
Ht his bro-her Abel. This did 1 wind, and 
wneand ghrink under the burthen that was 
ipon me; which burthen alfo did fo oppreds 
‘ne,that I could neither ftand, nor go, nor lie 
Aner at reft or quiet. a 
167, Yer that laying would fomeiimesccme 
Omind He hath recerved gifts for the rebellsous , 
al.68.18 The rebellions, thought l; why, ~ 
uly they_are firch as once were vader fub- 
“ion co their Prince ; even thofe who, after. 
ty have (worn ful jetion rabisGovernment, - 
fave taken up Arms agaicft him; and this, 
a  thopghe 


ag os ae 


thoughtI, is my very condi ion 5 I once loved 
him, feared him, ferved him; butnow |am 

a rebel, Thave fold him, I have faid; letbus 

£0 sf be will; but yet he has gifts tor- rebel, 
and then why-notforme? 

- 168. This fometimes I thoughe on, an 
_fhould. labour to take hold thereof, chat fom 
‘though {mall refrefhment might have ben 

conceived by me; but in this alfol miffcdol 

my defite, Iwas driven with force beyonét, 

I was like a Man going to execution, even 

that place where he would fain’ creep in, 
hide-himfelf, but may‘nen. . — a 
16g. Again, after [had thus-confider: 
finsot the Saznts in particular, and found ie 
went beyond them, then I began to chinké 
with my felf; Set cafe! thould put af meat 
~ gether, and mine alone againft then, migpt! 
not then find fome Encouragement 2, Fett 
winz, though bigger then any one,. yerfheul! 
bebut equal to all, then there is hopes; fo 
thac Blood that hath vertue enough io it 
wafh away all theirs, hath vercue enough ia! 
to doaway mine, though this one be full # 
big, if dor bipger than all theirs. Here aga 
I fhould confider the fin of David, of Soloman 
of Manaffeth, of Peter, and che reft of the grea 
offenders; .and fhould- alfo labour what! 
might, with fairne(s, to aggravate and heigh 
ren their fins by feveral circumftances. ¢ . | 
le —o 470. 


- tothe Chief of Sinners. Sr 
Mo. Tfhould chink with my felf, chat Da- 
| fied bidcd ‘to Cover his Adultery, and that 
elte’ Sword of the Children of Amnon: a 
k thareoald nor be done, but by continu- 
ce, deliberate contrivance, which wasagreat | 
ot omtavanion to histin.: But then this would 
ja updo thes ah?-Burthefe were bur. fins 

Nicht the «= ‘Law. from ‘which’ there ‘was a 
Me fenced (ave them ; but yours is a fin a- 
| theSayioursand wha fhall fave you from 


Mayr: Thea Ithov; fit on Solomon, and how ’ 
Mined in loving Rrange ‘Womer, | in falling 
y tg their“Idols, in building them Tem- . 
Mi in-doitig-this after light, ‘in his old Age, 
mectoreat mercy received: Bur the fame Con- | 
Mfon that cut: me off in the former confide-_ 
>, cut me off asta this; namely, tharall 
ewere but fins againft the Law, “for which 
hed rad provided E remedy : s but I had fold 


ie ifee tot fi and fhete ni now ereaines no more 


ent? 


itive times, “fed tr echantcacnt: Bad tO do | 
ib Wizards, was a Wizzard, had his fa-- 
a plar: Spirits, burne his Children ’‘j in the Fire 
{h@Sactifice to-Devils, and madé the Streets of 
} ialem rin down with the bicod cf Inno- 
. cents 
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cents. .Thefe, chought I, are great fins, fit 
of a bloody colour; bug yer ic would*tun 
again upon me, They are none of thew of the ns 
tare of yours, you bave parted weth Fe/ut, yn 
have fold your Saviour, 0 
173. This one.confiderationsyould. aleay 
kill my heart, Ady jin was potnt-Wank ager 
my Saviour; and that too, at watheigheipth 
I had in my heart faid-of him,; Let brags 
be will. Ob tsme-thought this fin was digg 
than the fics of a Country, of aKingdomgt 
_ofthe whole Wosld; 20.0ne saayariatieg™ 
all of them together, was able. rovequal nee : 
mine out-went them eyery one. 2 
. UWI] Now I fhould' feel my mind: t : ) 
from God, as from the face of a dread 
‘Judges yet this was my tormenr, I could 
elcape his hand: (It # a fearful thang t0 fo 
10 the bands of the levine God, Heb. 10,)80 
blefled be, his Gracé, that Scripture, in: the! 
flying fits, would call, as running after ms 
have bbtted aut, as a thick cloud, thy trankgty 
fous? and as acloud, thy fins: return wxt 
for I have redeemed thee, Va 44.23. “Fhis, 
fav,would comein upon my-miad,when 1 
flceing from.the face of Gad y for. did fF 
from his face, that is, my mind and (pirir 
before him; by réafon of his highne’s I cou! 
not erdures Then would the Text ery Ret 
pinto me, it would cry aloud, withg very ae 
=F Sole : rs '()(5 


Re ee ebe Chief of Sinners... * 

ice, Retarn unto wie, for 1 bawe redeerned Wee 
indced-this would.make me makea little top, 
nd-asic were look over my fhoulder, behind. 
ne, to fee if I could difcern that the Gad of 
atace did follow me with‘a pardon iohishand 
utLcould no fooner dé that,but all would be 
louded and darkned again by thar fentence, 
her you know bow that afterwards. when be would 
laveinberited the bleffing, he found no place of 
Repentance, though be fought tt carefully with 
wit.’ Wherefore I could not return, but 
fed, though ar. fometimes it cried, Retura, 
rivin, as if it did hollow after me: But I 
leafed to clofe ‘in therewith ; left it thould 
nt come from-God; for that orber, as I 
Gd, was (till. founding in my Contcience, 


Fer you know bow that afterwards; when he 


= bave inherited the bleffing, be ws rejedt- 
ay Be, ain 


gdod man’s fhop,bemoaning of my (elf ia my 
fadand doleful ftate, afflicting my felf with 
kfabhorrence for his wicked and ungodly 


175. Once,as | was walking toand fro ina 


A 


thought;lamenting alfo this hard hap of mine, . 


lot that I fhould.commit fo great a fia, greatly 


ating [ fhould nor be pardoned;praying alfo 


inmy heart, that if this fin of mine did differ 
ror that againft the-Holy Ghoft, the Lord 


wobidthew it me: And being now ready tofink » 
rith fear,‘ fuddainly there was, asif there had 


om : Ce 


: Nove ots 

_ upon me, but very. pg and.as if I ha 
‘heard a voice (peaking, Diaflever refule ts 
juft if ‘d by the Blood of Chrift ? And withal, my 
whote lite of profeffioa:pait, was in a momey) 

opened . me, wherein I was made to {ee, t 
cclign iecih y. ie had not : So my heart in 
ROU ingly,s No. ‘Then fell. with Power! 
Wordat God ugoime, See what ye refues 
him that fpeakeih,, Hebstre25. - This madg 
flrange ferture, upon mv fpirit, it brought i 

with tt, amd commanded a filerce in soy b@ 
of all thgte tumultuous. thoaghrs thar b 
did ule like mafterlefs Heil- hoauds,to roar and 
bellow. and make a bideons narie within a 
It fhowed me allo, chat Jefus Chrift had yeta 
word of Graceand. Mercy for me, that he by 
not, .as [had feared, quite forfaken and¢ 
my Soul : yea, ‘his wasa kind of a chidgf 
my pronencistodefperation ; a kindof threat 
ning of me, if I did not, notwith adding ay 
fins, and.the hetaoufnefs of them, .ventux¢ ay: 
Salvation upon the, San of God., But as. 
my -derermining, about this. (trapge. - difpen(at 
on, what itwas, Lknownot ;, ar from whut 
it came, J know nat; I have t not yer, in tweo 
ty years. time, beed able to make a Judgment 
of it: J thought then what here fhiuld.be lorb 
[peak. . But verily,. ¢ | at fuddain tufhiag. wi 
was, as if an’ Angel had come upen me, ee 
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oth ic and ti:c Salutation I will Jeave unul 
he Day. of Judgment ; only this] fay, ic com- 
nanded a preat_calm in my. Soul, it perfwa- 
edme there might be hope: Ic fhewed me, 
sLthoughr, what che fin unpardonable was, 
adubar my, Si ul had yer the blefled Privilege 
oftte to. Jefug Cheift for Mercy, . Butt fay, 
ontrning this. di‘penfation, | know noe what 
#8 to fay untoit;. which was alfy, intrurh, | 
hécaufe chat at fir I did-not (peak of icin. 
bBook ; I dovow.alla leave ittobethought © 
aby Men.of found Judgment, ‘I lay not che 
slg of my Salvation thereupon, but upon 
he Lord Jefus, in the Promife, yet {eeing I 
im bere unfolding of my fecrec Things, I” 
houghe: ic might-net be alcogether inexpee 
Kent co lec this.alfo thew i felt, though I cane 
lofpow relate the matter asthere I did experic 
acc... ‘This lafied in the favour ot it; for 
beurthree or four .days,andthen I began ta - 
ditkuft, andtadeipair again. =) 
476.. Wherefore Gill my lifehung ia doube 
tore nae, mat knawing mbtch way I (bowld tip; 
aly this Ifound-my Soul defire, cven ro cag 
‘felf at the foot of Grace by Prayer and Sup- 
lication, Bats-Qh!’ Twas hard for menoyw 
abeae the Face to-pray ta this Chrift for meg. 
y, againtt ‘whom | badthus. moft vitaly.( 1+ 
edz,” Tiwas hard work, I fay, tooffer tolook - 
isv-in thedace, againit whom J had fo vilely, 
they ot ™ a finned 5 
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finned ; and indeed, | bave fOund ic as di 
cult to. come ro God by prayer, ‘after bag 
fliding from him, as to do‘any other thidl 
Oh, the fhame that did sow attend me! ely 
cially. when Ichoughr, I any wow a goingy 
prayto him for mercy, that | had (0 lig 
elteemed but a while before! I was afhamted 
yer, even confounded, becaule this’ villay 
had. been comimiited by me ; but I faw:t 
there was but one way with me, I mufts 
him, and humble my felf unto him, ‘andy 
thathe, of his wonderful Mercy, would gt 
- pity come, and have Merey upon my wi 
ed finfulSou. 
-177. Which when the Tempter perceitit 
he ftrongly fuggefted to me, That T ought mit 
pray toGod,for prayer was not for any inmyt 
neither could it do me good,becaule I had rej 
the Mectator, by whont all prayers-camce wittk 
ceptance to God the Father and without wha 
prayer could come tnto his prefence:V, on 


a. 


_ to pray, is but to add fin to fin - yea, now to ft 
feeing God hath cat you off,t6 the mxt waty tom 
gerand ofend himemore than you.ever dit bem. 

198. “For God (faith he) bath been mearsd 

you for thefe feveral years already, becaulei4. 
are none of bis, your bawlings in bie-enrs bil 
been no pleafant voice tobim, and therefore bem, 

you fin, this fin, that you might be qatte cut’ 
and will you pray Gil? This the Devil urge 


to the chief of Sinners. 87 
nd fet forth that in Nemberi, when Mofes 
lid. to the Children of Ijrael, That becaufe 
nywould not go up to polfe|s the laed, when God 
wld have thm, therefore for ever after he did 
ar-thems out from thence, though they prayed 
bipmight weih tears, Numb.1 4.36,37,0¢- / 
179, As ’tis faid in-another place, Exod. 
N14 The man that fins pref umptuoufly foal be~ 
then from God's Altar,that be may die: Even 
Joab was by King Solomon, when he thought 
) find fhelrer there, » King. 2. 27,25, @e- 
‘hele placesdid pinch me veryfore ; yermy. - 
l@be ng delperate, [thought with my felf, . 
canbutd'es And if it muft be fo,it thall once . 
hid, That [uch an one died at the foot of 
ing in Prayer. This idid,but with great dif- 
caky, God doth know; and thae becaule, 
ether with this, (till chac {aying about E. 
‘wWould be fec atmy heart, even like a fa- 
‘ng Sword, ro keep rhe way of the Tree of 
Ney dealt I thould take thereof, and liye, 
‘th! Who knows how _bardaching | found | - 
(0 come to Ged jin prayer. ta 
180. I did alfo defire the prayers of the 
‘opleof God for me, butI.teared that God 
ould give them no heart to doir; yea, E 
‘tabled in my foul to think, thatfome or - 
het of tiem would fhortly tell me,ttat God _ 
\diaid thofe words to them, thathe once 
dfay to the Propher, concerning the wine 
ee ren 
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dren of rael, Pray net for this people, fom 


bave rejected them, jer. 11.14.S0;Pray nord 
him, for I bave seb bam. Yea,] thong 
that he had whilpered this to fame of thal 
already, only they durft nor tell me fo; di 
cher durfl1 ask them of it, for fear, i 
fhould be 0,it would make me. quite bef 
pry felf: Man knows the beginning of fin(l 
Spira) but who bouuds the tfues thereof. 
__ #81. About this time I took an opp 
nity to break my mind to an ancientChrif, 
" and told him afl my cafe:I told him aligam 
I was afraid that rhad finned che fin 39h 
the Holy Ghofts. and he told me.He tha 
fo too. Here therefore I had but cold comigy, 
but calking a little more with him, | fofir 
him, though a good naan, a ftranger to muy: 
combat withthe Devil. Wherefore I mgs 
Ged again, as well as Ycould, for mercy iy, 
_ #82. Now alio did the Tempier begin 
mock mein my mifery, faying, That [emir 
ad thus parted with the Lord Fe[us and prim, 
‘hed him to di{plea{ure,whe would have flood@.( 
tween wy Soul, and the flame of devouring Ml: 
there was new but one way ; and that was, Mi 
pray that God the Father would be the Mir 
diator betwixt his Son and me, that »e mag 
be reconciled agatn,and that Imght bavet: 
' bleffed benefit tm lime that bis blefed Satnts® 


joyea. me 


ih to the chief of Sinners. 89 
183: Then did that Scriprure fieze upon 
ny Soul, He #5 of one wind, and who can turn 
ime? Ob! I faw, ’cwas as eafie co pet{wade 
iim to make a new World, a new Covenant, 
new Bible, befides that we havealready, as 
.opeay for fuch a thing. This was to perfwade 
ait, that what he had done already, was meer 
olly, and ro perfwade with himtoalters yea, 
odifannul che whole way of Salvation) And 
= aie ‘that faying rent my Seul afunder. — 
Nither ts there Salwationin any other ; for there 
Paone other name under Heaven, given among fi 
Wewbereby we.muft be faved, AQ. 4.12.5 
184. Now the moft free, and fully, arid gra- 
Mis words of-the-Gofpel were the greareft 
orment to me: yea, nothing fo afflicted me,. 
sthe thoughts of Jefus Chrift, theremem- 
Maneeof-a Saviour; becaule] had caft him 
of, brought forth the. villany of my fin, and 
‘ny lols by it, to mind; nothing did twinge 
hy Confcience like this : Every dime that } 
fought of the Lord Jefus, of his Grace; 
ve, Goodinals, Kindnefs, Gentlenefs, Meek- 
its, Death, Blood, Promifes and bleffed Ex- 
‘Omations, Comforts and Confolations, ‘ic. 
¥ent ta my Soul-like a Sword ; for fill, vo. 
Sthefe my ‘confiderations of the Lord Je- 
48, thefe thoughts would make place for 
cenfelves Mm mycheart ; Ay, this the Felys; 
“ loping Saviour, fhe Sea of Ged, mhowe ys. 
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have parted with, whom you have fligated, de! 


Spifed and abufed, this is the onlySaviour, 4 
omly Redeemer, the only one that could {old 
finners, as to wafh them from their fins in bison 
wtoft precious Blood: But you have no part mt 
lot in this Fe{us, you bave put bim frows you, yu 
have faidin your heart, Les him ga.if. be nl 
Now therefore, you are fevered from bin, yw 
have feaered your elf from him: Behold thins 
— Goodnels, but your felf to be partakers of it. Oy 
thought J, what have I loft: What have]: 
pitted with! What have difitherited ay 
poor Soul of ! Oh! "tis fad robe deftroyedy” 
the Grace and Mercy of God; to_havefit 
Lamb, the Saviour, turn Lionand Deltroytt, 
Rev.6. allo trembled as J have (aid? 
the fight of the Saints of God ; efpecially’t 

thofe that greatly loved him, and chat 
ic their’ bufine(s to walk continually wich hit 
. inthis World; for they did, both i-i their wort 
> their carriages; and all cheirs exp: etlions# 
tenderne(s and fear to fin againft their pr 
ous Saviour, candemn, lay guilt upon, ay. 
alfo add continual afi&tion ard fhame ul 
_ gay Soul: The dread of them was upon me dM 
LT trembled at God's. Sarouels, 1 Sam. 16. 4.4 
_ 185. Now alfo the Tempter began a ft 
to mock my Soul another way, faying, ‘TH 
-Corift, indeed, did pity my cafe, ana was for 
for my lols, but foralmuch as Ubad finmed,p 
“7 Rranire 
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wanfereffed,as I had done,be could by no wears 
ielp me, nor fave me from what I feared ; for 
my fin w2s net of the matureof theirs, for whom . 
be bled and ated neither was tt-counted with thofe 
that were lata to his chargewhen he hanged on the 
Tree: Therefore, unle[s be fhould come down from 
Heaven.and ate a-new for this fin,though indeed - 
wedtd greatly pity me.yet 1 could hawe no benefit 
it bm. Thee things may feem ridiculous 
‘cothers, even. as ridiculous as they were in 
themfelves, but. co me they were moft tor. 
menting cogitations : Every of them augmen- 
tedmy mifery, that {cfus Chrift thould have 
fomuch love as to pity me,wheo yet hecould: 
nog help.me ; ‘nor did L think that the teafon _ 
vty he could not helpme, was, becaufe his 
‘Merits were weak, or his Grace and Salvation 
‘pent on others already, but becaufe his faith- 
‘uloels to his threatoing would not let himiex- 
‘tnd his mercy to me.. Befides Zthoughr, as 
have already hinted, that my fin was wrap- 
‘ed up in a promi(e ; and if nor, ‘then I knew. 
Mlurediy, that it was more eafie for Heaven 
nd Earth to pafs away, than for me to have: 
‘Mernal Life. “So that the ground of all thefe - 
‘atsof mine, did. arife from a ttedfaft belief. 
hacl had of the ftabilicy of the holy Word 
God, and alfo from my being: mif-informed. 
‘ifthe nacure of my fin. erect 2 
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—” 486. Bur, Ob ! How this would add to tog 
affliction, to conceit that I thould be guilty af 
{u¢h.a fin, for whieh he did not die. Thee 
-. thoughts. would fo confound me, and impry 
fon me, and tie me up from faith, that] kneg 
notwhat to.do: Bur, Ob,-thoughe I, that hg 
would come down again t Oh, that the work 
of Man's Redempzion, was yet to be donepy: 
Chrift ! How would-1 pray him, and wuts 
him to count and reckon this fin amongft i 
reft-for which he died? But this Seripegt - 
would ftrick me. down as dead; C brit bam - 
nailed fromthe dead, dseth no more: Death te 
no wore dominion.over bun, Rom. 6.9. ye 
. ¥87.-Thus by. the range and unaluait 
' {qults of che Tempter,was my Soul like a Bae 
‘ken Veflel, driven as. with che-Wiads,and teh 
fed fometimes headlong into.defpair , fomp - 
times upon the Covenant of Works,and {ott | 
times fo with thatthe new Covenans, andthe 
conditions thereof, might fo fat fori 
thoughr my felf concerned, be turned anotht, 
| way, and changed. But 22 ail thee, Iwas but th 
thoje that joGle againft the Rocks + more brokh 


jeattered and rent. Oh, the unthoughi of ima 
ginations, trights, fears and. terrors, that aq 
affected by a thorough applicavion.of -guill, 
yielded tadefperation! This us the Main hit 
hath bis dwelling among thetowsbs with the deadi\ 


shat:ié always cryingoat and cutting himfelf wt 


. 
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Se a age : a 


7 
. 


tomes, Mar. §. 1,2, 3, But I fay, all invains — 
Iefperation will noc comfore him, the Old 
Jovenant will not fave him ; Nay, Heaven 
iod Earth @all- pals away before one jot or 
ile of the Word and Law of Grace thall 
lor be removed. Thisl{aw, this I fele 
ind under this I groaned , yet this-advartage 
“got thereby, namely, a farther confirmation 
t the certainty of the way of . Salvation, and 
-hy the Scriptures were the W ord of God. Oh! 
iganot now exprefs what then I {aw and fele 
f.the fteadinefs of Jefus Chrift, the Rock of 
\gn’s Salvation : What was done, could not 
¢lindone, added to, not altered. « I faw, in- 
ded, chat fin might drive the Soul beyond 
chrift, even the fin which is unpardonable ; . 
ut woe to him chat was. fo driven, for che 
Word would fhut him out. . ‘ 
488. Thus was-I always finking, wharever 
Idd ‘thisk, ordo. So.oneday I walkedto 2. 
ntighbouring Town, and fec down upona . 
settle in the Street, and fell tntoa very deep 
paufe about the moft fearful ftate my fin had « 
brought me to; and after long mufing, I lif- 
ed up my heady buc me-thoughetfaw, asif 
theSun that fhinecb-in the Heavens did grudge 
to give light ; and as if che very ftones in the 
Street, and tiles upon the Houfes, did bend 
themfelyes againft me ; me-thought that they 
allconabined together,to banifh me out of the 
os B4 World : 


‘ 
4 


“wile > xe 


. es Ps “igh So coaah at ug = “atten! ia 
Werld ; 4 was. abhorred of them, and unff 
to dwell among them; or be partaker. of theg 
~ benefits, becanie I had finned agaicft the Savi 
our. Oh, how happy now was.every Cre@ 
ture, oyer l was! Por they {tood' faft, ang 
_ kepr their tation, but I was gone and loft. * 
- £89. Then breaking out inthe biceern éfs 0 
my foul, J faidto my felf, with a grievous {gt 
.. How can Ged comfort {uch a wrevch as 1? 1 
no fooner faid-it, but this returned unto ®, 
as an eccho doth an{wer a voice, This fin h 
 gntodeath. ‘At which] was as if L had: 
raifed out of the Grave, and cried out ae: 
‘Lord bow couldft thon findout [uthbawerd ae 
For Iwas filled with admiration at che fine: 
and alfo the unexpeCtedne(s of che tented : 
The fitnefs of the word, che rightnefs of # 
timing of it, the-power and {weetnefls @@ 
fight: and.glory that came with it alfo we 
marvellous to me-to:find. I was now, fof i 
_ time our.of doubt, asco chat ‘abour whith 1 
‘a mnuch was in doubt .before :: My fears by. 
fore were, that my fin was not pardonabm: 
and fo that Lhad no right to prav, to repemy 
ie. or that if I did, ic: weuld be of no 2 
vantage or-profit come. Butnow,  thoug# 
1, it this fin is not unto death, chen it is Py. 
donable, therefore from. this Ihave enc 


ragement to come te God! by Chriftfor mitt 
_¢y, to confider the promife of forgivenel 


_¢é 


655° 
en 
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- bv the. chief: of Sinners. 95 
as that-which ftands.with open arms toreceive 
me, as well assotbers. is therefore was a 
areat cafement to my ‘mind; towit, thatmy 
in was pardonable, ‘that ic was not the fin un- 


odeath, (1 Fob. §. 16,47:) Nonebutchofe. 


chitknow what my trouble (by-their own c&- 
xtience) was, cantell whatrelief cameto my 


oul by this confideration : It wasareleafero 


nefrom my former Bonds, and a fheleer from 
heformer ftorm: ZJfeemed now.to ftand up- 
the fame ground with other finners,and ta 


y of they. 


190. Now, Flay, Iwasin hopes that my fin 
vs not unpardonable, but that there mighe — 


¢ hopes for me to Obrain forgivenels. But, 
Jh, bow Satan. now did lay about him,forta 
ting me down again! Bur he could by no. 
neans doit, neither this day, nor the moft pare 
f the next ; for this good: fentence Rood like 
mill poft at my back : Yet towardsthe even- 
gv of the nextday, I felt this word begin: ca. 
ave me, and ca withdraw its.fupportation 


‘om me, and fo I returned to, my: old fears.. 
gain, but with a great deal of grudging and - 
cevithnefs, for I feared thé forrow of defpairs . 


of could my faith now longer retain this wotd.. 

19%. Bur che next day at evening, being 
nder many. fears, I went to feek the Lord, 
nd as 1 prayed, 1 cried, aod my Soul cried to 


i¥e-as good right to the Word and Prayer - 


a 
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him in thefe words, with ffrong Cries; ‘0. 
Lord, I bejeech thee, fhew me, that thou bal le: 
ved me with an everlafiing lave, Jer. 31.3 | 
had no fooner faid it, but with: fweetnetsthy 
rerurned. upon me, asan cecho, or foundix 
again, [have loved thee with an evirlafting lew. 
Now I went to bed in quiet; alfo whenky 
waked the next morning, ic was fret ug 
mySoul; andIbelieved ir st 

4392. But yet the Tempter left me nowy 


it could not be fo litle as an hundred ig. 
‘that he,that day,did labonr to break my pe. 
Oh, the combats and confl:@s thae'l didi 
meet with, as I ftrove to hold by this Wem 
That of Efau would fly in my face like Li. 
ning: I fhould be fometimes up and‘ di. 
twenty timestn an hour ; yee God didg 
me up, and keep my heart upon this wR 
from which I had alfo, for feveral days 
ther, very much {weernefs, arid comfortant. 
hopes of pardon: For thus it was made og 
- antome, I loved thee whil{t-thew waft comm 
ting this fin I lowed thee before, E lowe thee 5M 
and F wilt love thee forever; 
49% Yerd {aw my fin moft barbarous, a 
a filthy crime, and could nar but conclidh 
and that with great fhame and aftonifhmetl 
that Thad horridly abuled the holy Son4 
God; wherefore Ifele my foul greatly co lon 
and pity him,and my bowels to yearn towaré 


"0 the chief of Sinners. = 997 
im; for I faw he was {till my friend,and did 
sward.me good for evil ; yea, theloveand © 
fection chat cthén did burn wichin, to my 
otd.and Saviour Jefus Chrift- did work, at 
istime, fuch a {trong and hot defire of re- 
engement upon my felf, for the abufe I had © 
one unto him, that, co {peak as I then. 
iought, had I had a choufand Gallons of 
ilood within my veins, I could freely then 
a fpile it all at the command and feer of 
ismy Lord and Saviour. | 
194. And as { wasthus in mofing, and in 
Wtudies, confidering how to love the Lord, 
ndso exprefs my love to him, that faying 
ame in upon me, Jfthow, Lord, fhouldeft mark 
ngurty, O Lord,.who foould and? but there ts 
| frome with thee, that thes mayelt be feared, 
faL 130. 4. “Thefe were good words to me; 
(pclally the larter part hereof, to wit, that 
here is forgivenefs with the-Lord chat he 
night be feared ; thatis, aschen J underftood 
» thache might beloved, and had in reve- 
tnce ; for ic was chus made out to me: That 
great God aid fet [o high anefteem upon the 
ree of bie poor Creatures, that rather than he 
‘ould go without their love, be would pardon - 
bw tranferefom. aw 

195. And’ now was that word: fulfilled om © 
he, aridsE was alforefrethed by it; ‘Then fhak 
heybe afbamed and confounded, and wever open 


La 


yovss* Grace abound: <a a | 
iheir mouth any more becauje of their fhamewlg 
1 aw pacified towards them for allthat they hay: 
done [aith the Lord Ged, Ezek..16. 37. Th, 
was my Soulat thistime (and, asd chen de. 
think for ever) fec ac liberty from being #, 
Alifted with my former guilt ahd amazemeys, 
196. But before. many weeks were over; | 
began to defpond again, fearing left, norwigd 
—-ftanding.all chat Ehad enjoyed, yet J mightlt 
deceived, and deftroyed atthe laft, forge 
confideration came {trong into my mind. ¥. 
whatewer comfort and peace I thought Ipnight 
_ from tbe word of the promife ‘of Life, yet 
tnere could be found in my vefrefoment a comp 
gence and agreementin the Scriptures.let mse tik. 
what I mil thereof, and bold it never: fo foe 
~fbould find no [uch thing at tbe end ;for theS@lp 
sures cannot be droken, Yoh. fo. 35. : 2 
4197. Now began my heart again tog. 
and fear I might meet with difappointmegtt. 
thelaft, ‘Wherefore I began with all ferfou- 
~ nefsto examine my fornser comfort, and g 
“ confider wheche? one that had finned as lag. 
— done, =. confidence truft upon i, 
faichtulnefsaf God, laid down in thofe wo. 
~ by.which I bad been. comforted;and on whi, 


thofe fayings to my mind. For it x6 impefft 
for thofe who where once enlight ned, and have: 
fied the Eleavenly Gift, and were made 23 


ad Te. ti “tr ote 


are to rect} us LWNETS. - 99 
alata the Holy Ghoft and bave tafted the good Word 
: nef God, and the Pomrs of the World to come, if 


tt Webey foall fall away,to rene them again wnto Re- 


earfal x for Fudgment and fiery indigna- 
me O, | (bal dewour the Adverfartes, Heb. 


bars, Heb. 12. ot a oe 
198. Now wasthe Word of the Gofpel: 
reed frenr my Soul; fo chat no promife or 
mcourap*ment wasto be found inthe: Bible. 
_ Btme: Aad now would thataying work 
gain ipon my (pirit to aflit me, Rejryce. not, O 
inimrael, for Foy as cther people, Hol. 9.1. For 
1 all if faw indeed, there was caufe ef rejoycing for 
mote that held to Jefus ; bucas. for me, i-had 
ned amu may felf off by my tranfgreffions, and left 
ft phy {elf neither foor-hold, or hand-hold, a- 
hot @eoneft all che ftays.and props in the precious 
JonmMVord of Life. _ Rd.. “weie aoe 
& Ig9. And truly, 1 did now feel my felf to 
wink into.a guif,as an houfe whofe foundation 


s\teenrance, Heb.6. For if we fin wilfully, after 


\ 
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fallen into a Mill-pic; who, though it could 
make fome fhift to {crabble and fprawl in chet 
water, yet becaufe it could find neither hold? 
for hand nor foot, ‘therefore at laft ic muft die’ 
inthat condition. So foon as this frethaffauk 
had faftned on.my Soul, that Scripture came | 
into any heatt,. This for .weany days, Dan. 6. 
14. And indeed, I found it was fo ; for, 
could nor be delivered, ‘nor brought to peat 
again, until well-nigh two years and an 98 
were compleatly finifhed. . Wherefore tay 
words, though in them(elves, they tende 

diftouragement, yet to me, who feared § 
condition would be eternal, they were at loa 
times as an help and refrethment to me. «= 
200, For, thought: I, many days are not it 
ever, wany- days will have an ends tnertid 
- feeing J wasto be a ifted, nota few, bum 
days, yet I wasglad it -was but for waany 48 
Thus 7 fay, Zcould re-call my felf formetini 
and give my {elf an help; for as foon as eve 
theivords came into my mind, at firft, 7 knev 
my trouble. would be long ; yet: this would be 

but fometimes, for J could noc always chit 
* on this,nor ever be helped by ic, hough I dio 
~ 208. Now while thele Scriptures lay belort 
me, and laid finanew at my door, that {ayiog 
in Luke 18, 1. with others, ‘did encourage mt 
co prayer: Then the Tempter again laid at 
me Ver" fore 5 Suageltingy That ae 
coe ee ee, | erty 


te the chief of Sianers. TOK | 
Hercy of God, mor yet the Blood of Chri, did not 
tall concern we, nor could they help me for my 
ins, therefore 1t was but in vainto pray. Yet, 
houghe I, Z well pray: But, {aid the Tempter, 
or fin ie unpardonable: Well, {aid I, I will pray. 
Tate no boot, {aidhe. Yer, {aid], Iwill pray. 
oIwent co prayer toGod ; .and. while J was 
prayer, J uttered words co this effect, Lord; 
hp tells wee,that netther thy Mercy,nor C braft’s 
iMod ts jificient to {ave wy Soul: Lord, fbail I 
wnour thee wao5t-by beltecing thou wilt ad canji? 
rem by beltewsng thou nether wilt nor canfl? . 
wa; X would fain honour thee, by believing 
ie wilt and canf.. °° | 
903. And as Zwas thus before the Lord that 
ictipture faftned on my heart,CO man great i 
thy faith, \Mat.1 5.28. even as it one had clap- 
ped me on the back, as F-was on my knees be- 
toreGod: Yet rwas fot able to believe this, 
that this wasa prayer.of faith, till almoft fix 
months afrer ;for Zcould not think that 7 had 
faith, or chat there fhould be a word for meto 
aft faith on ;thereforel fhould fil! be, as 
fticking in the jaws of defperation, and went 
ee ee down, ina fadcondition. _ 
203. here was nothing now that J longed 
for more, then to be put out-of doitbt; as to 
thisthing in queftion, and as J was vehement- 
y defiting to know if theré was indeed hopes 
lor me, thefe words came rolling into r~ 
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—mind;W18 the Lord caSt off for cucrtand will ly 
be favourable no more? Is bis wurcy clean gom 
for ever? Doth bes promife fatl for evermott 
Hath God fo gotten to be gractous? Hath kw 
_. Anger (but up bie tender merczes? Plal. 97.1. 
8,9. And alithe while they cun m.my mitt 
me-thought,! had this ftill as the anfwer, ‘Te 

a Question whether be bad, or no ; 8t meay begh 

* bath not. Yea;the interrogatory feemed roge 
‘to carry in ita fure sffirmation that indecge 
had not, sor would fo caft off, but wou 
-favourable;that. his promife doth nor fail 
that he had not: forgotten to be gracious,gy 
would in anger fhat up tender mercy : Somat 

* thingalfothere wasapon my heart ac the {ane 
time,which J cannot now cn oy, 


with this Tex, did {weeten ,my heart, ag 
make me conclude,thac his mercy might # 
be quite gone, nor clean gone.for ever. ¢ 
204. At anothertime, Zremember, 1 #3 
again much under this Queflion, Whether ti 
blood of Chri. was fuffictent to fave. my Some 
lo which doubt J continued, from Mora 
“till about feven or eight at Night 5 and.at.laH 
* when Iwas, as it. were, quite worn qut wit} 
fear, Jeaft ir fhould not lay hold om me, chel 
words did found fuddainly within my beats 
He is able; But nie-thougbt, this. word. Ads 
was {poke loud unto me; it-theweda gred 
word. it fcemedto be writ in: great Leccers 
~ ‘ eee = aT tans oe ‘apt 
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gavefuch a joftle to: my fear and doubt - 


ow 


‘wit-T-mean, forthe time ittarried with me, 
hich was about a day ) as I never had from 
mat all my life, either before or after, Heb. 
Hin 25. oo . | 

pis ‘But one, Morning, when I was again at 
am@tayer, and trembling under the fear of this, 
lapat no Hird of God coula help wee, that piece of 
ausenteace darted in upon me, My Grace ss hs 
mimeat. At this, me-thoughe, 1 felt fome ftay, 
paf chere might be hopes. Bur, oh, how good 
wegbing ic is, for God co fend his Word! for,. 
pout a forenight before, I was looking on this 


OE me near my Soul with Comfort, therefore J 
indggWas not large enough for me; no not large 
heat 


ever Ge but many more.fuch as I befides: 

pene 205. By thefe Words I was fultain’d, yee 
jugs Witbour exceeding conflicts, far the {pace 
gy feven or eight weeks ; for my peace would 
viding it, and out, fometimes twenty times a 
@y;:com/‘ore now, aad crouble prefently ; 
face now, and before I could go a furlong, as 


ole feven weeks experience; for this about 
Suffic tency of Grace, and: that of Efau’s par- 


pugh, buc now it was asif i¢ had Arms of 
migetace fo wide, that-it Could nog only inclofe - 


ing 


~ 


be Se , oa qe - Pe re ietall pe acd, 


cumty place, and then I thought, it could not 


x a down my Book ina pet. Then] thought | 


Of fear and guiltas ever heartcould hold: - 
i'd this was not only now and then, but my_ 
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ing with bis Birth-right, would be likes 
~ pair of Scales within my Mind, fomerima 
one end would be uppermoft, and fometime 
again the other ;‘ according to which, would 
be my Peaceot Trouble 
. 207. ‘Therefore I ftill did pray to God,thi 
he would come in with thisScripture more ful: 
ly on my Heart; to wit, that he would Zi 
‘me to apply the whole Sentence, for as yi 
could not: That he gave, that I gather'dem 
further I could not go, for as yet it only. 


ftions co wit, thac there was hope ; yet,™: 
caule for thee, was left out, 1 wasnor cong 
ted, but prayed to Gad for that alfo, Whig 
fore, one day, as I was in a Meeting of GF 
Peoole, -full of Sadneis and Ferrour, fae 
fears again were ftrong npon me; . 2nd, 
_ was nowthinking, my Soul was never ch 
better, but my cale-moft fad and fearful; the! 
_ words did with great power. fuddainly bral 
jin upsn me; My Gracets {ufictent for shee, 4 
Grace és [uficient for thee, amy Grace ts [ufc 
for thee, three times together: And, Ut 
—ame-thought that every word .was-a mig! 
word unto me ; asmy, and Grace, and {i 
~ chent, and for thee; they were then, and font 
‘time are ftill far bigger than others be. 


od 
ae 
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208. At which time my underftanding was 
enlightened, that I was as though I had feen 
‘¢ Lord Jefus look down from Heaven, 
toogh the Tiles, upon me, and dire& thefe | 
“yds unto me. This {ent me mourning home, 
woke my heart, and filled me full of joy, 
“WJaid me low as the duft; only it ftayed 
“tlong with me, I mean, in this glory, and 
“Bhhing comfort; yet it continued with me — 
“Bveral weeks, and did. encourage meto . 
"Me: But fo foon as that powerful Operation. _ 
“a was taken off my heart, that other, a- - 
“WS Efex, returned upon me as before ; fo 
“pepul did hang as in a pairof Scalesagain ; 
“Bttitses up, and fometiines down, how in 
‘Be, and anon again in terrour. os 
9. Thus I went on for many Weeks, 
imes comforted, and fometimes -tet- 
“feds and efpecially at fometimes my cor: 
‘fot would be very fore, for all thofe Scri- 
~% fore-named, in the Hebrevs, would be - 
"before me,-as the only Sentences thar 
“itld keep me ourof Heaven. Then againI 
ld beginty repenc chat ever that thought’ 
‘Mtthrough mo;.f ihonld alfo think chus 
‘tay felf, Why, bow many Scriptures are 
e agains me? There are but three or four: 
Bcannct God w{s thews, and [ave me for all 
‘a> Somstimes again | fhould think. Od, if 
“Were not for theje three or four words, naw how 
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might F be comforted! And | roatd st hardle' 
bear at fome times, but to wifh thena, out, 
the Book. :, 

210. Then me-thought I fhould (oes 4 
both Peter and Paul arid Fobnand all the we E 
~~ ters, did look with {corn upon me, and hal 
me in-derifion ; and as if they {aid unio ff | 
All our words are trath, ane of as much form 
another: It ts not we that have cut your fa 
you have cast Aareay your felf: -Fhere ts nig. 
our fentences that you m “take b.td uping 
thzfe, and {uch as thefe: It is tmpoffible ; f 
remains Ho wore Sacrifice for fin,Ficb. 6A 
bad been better for them not to have known the, 
of er then after they ‘have known it, wm. 
from the Holy Commandment. delevered @ 
themty Heb.10. For the Scriptures canmll 
broken, 2 Pet. 2. 21. 

2. Thele, as the Elders. of the cdl 
Refuge, Ifaw, were co bethe Judges bow 
my cafe and me, while-J ftood, with rhe¥ 
wenger of blood at my. heels, ‘trembling § 
their Gate for deliverance, alfo with a th 
fand fears and miltcutts,. i doubted that (4 
would fhut me our for ever, Folp. 20. 3, 4 

£12, Thus 7 was confounded, nde ka owe 
what to do.or how to be faiisGed in this q 
ftion, Whether the Scriptures could agree m4 
falwation of my Soul? Iquaked at the 2 Apoltie 
Iknew their words were ‘true, and that ‘tf 
mutt and for ever. 2 a} ‘a 
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213. And I'remember, one day.-as I was in 


vers frames of Spirit, and confidering that . - 


efe frames were [till according to the nature 
the feveral Scripcures that came in upon 
ymind, if this of Grace, chen | was quiet; 
if that of Bfaa, then tormented. Zord, 
oughel, 7f both thefe Scteptures mould meet in 
y beart at once, Imonder which of them would .. 
tthe Getter of we.So methoughte I had a long- 
gmind chatthey might come both together 
oa me, yea, d-defired of God they might. 
214. Well, about two or three days-atter, 
‘they did indeed, they bolted both upon 
ata time, and did work and ftruggle 
tangely in me for a while; at la@, thata- . 
ut Efas’s, Birth right began to wax weak, 
ad withdraw and vanith; and this about 
it {uficiency of Grace prevailed, with peace 
idjay. And as J was ina. Mufe.about this . 
wg thac Scripture came. home upon me, 
Levey rejeicerh againft Fudgment, Jam. 2.13. 
215. This wasa Wonderment.to me, yet, 
‘Uy, Lam ape cochink it was of God, for the 
od ofthe Law and Wrath mult give place 
the Word of Life and Grace; becaule, 
tough the word of Condemnation be gloti- 
us yet the word of Life and Salvation doth 
"exceed in glory.2 Cor. 3.8, 9,10, tr. Mar. 
| 5,6, 9. Job. 6. 37. Alfo that Mofes and Eli. 
$mouft both vaniih, and leave Chrift and 
is Saints alone. °° 216. Th: 


— 
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416. This Secipture ‘alfo did now mo 
{weetly vific my Soul; And kiss that cometh 
sec I will in no wifé caft oat. Ob, the conte 
_ tha€I had from this word, in 0 wife! Aswi 
fiould fay, by ne mcans, for nothing, wha 
be bath done. But Satan would greatly lage 
co pull this promife from me, telling off 
That Chrift did net mean me, and [uch as Ff 
finners . lower rank, that had not done as & 
done. Buti thould anfwer him again, 
dere is in thefe words no [uch exception, Offi 
that conus, him, any bim: Hews that com 
me, I willin no wife caSt out. And this tae 
remember ftili,- that of all the flights thd 
tan ufed, to take this Scripture from meym 
_ he never did fo-much as put this Quel 
But do you come aright» And I have thow 
the reafon was, becaufe he chought Lim 
full well-what:coming aright was; foram 
that to come aright, was to come as F@® 
a vile and ungodly finner, andto eaft ni¥ 
atthe feet of Mercy, condemming my felff 
fin. If ever Satan and I did ‘ftrive for: 3 
word of God in all my life, it was ford, 
good word of Chrift; heatoné-end, adm. 
at the other: Oh; what work did we mia 
It was for chisin Jobn, 1 fay, that we di 
tug and ftriye? He pulled, and’F pulled; - bq: 
God ‘be praifed, I got the better of himg 
got fome fweemnefetromin > | 4g 
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0 di¥917. Bur, nocwithftanding all thefe helps, 
ued dlefled words of Grace, yet that of E/as’s 
ing of his Birth-right, would ftillat times 
waprels my.Confcience ;for though I bad been 
ihy Wit (weetly contforeed, and that but juft be- 
{ peaimeyet when that came into my mind; twould: 
‘dg e me fear again, 1 cold not be quiee rid 


d{ageeot,cwould-tvery day be with me: where- - 
wie now TI went another way to work, even — 


nagagponfider the nature of this blafphemous 
pungeeet, Imean, if 1 thould take the words 
mee largeft,:and give them cheir own natu. 
Andigerce and fcope, evenevery word ther¢in:. 
jiwewnen I had thus confidered, 1 found that if 
rong’ Were fairly taken, they would amountto. 
hie, LoatT Gad freely left the Lord Fefus Christ 
are em Choice, whether be would be my Saviour,cr 
ough for che wicked words were thele, Let- 


ne PC> | wt never leave thee, nor for 
yl: 13.5. O Lord, {aid 1, but I have left thee. 
y myeen it anfwered again, Bat J will not leave 
vere: For this I thank God alfo. __ 


qutt8.Yerlwas grievous afraid he fhould,and 


en (0d i¢ exceeding hard to truft him, feeing I 


iat WS {0 offended ‘him;I could have been excee- . 


wee glad that this thought had never befallen, 
ie® then Ithought I could,with more cafe and: 
of g¢doin.a bundance,have learn’d on his Grace: 


@ 
~ 


Fes it was with me,as itwas with Fofeph’sBre- 


thren . 


At) 


jo joe 


2; 8 E0 8f be will. Then that ney “aa | 
Ghe tee, 


~ 


often fill them with fears, that ¢theit Brot 
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- thetn ; the puilc of their awn wickednefs di 


would at laft defpife them,Gex, 50. 15,1609 
21g. Yet,abcove all the Scriptures thar 
did meet with,that in Jofb. 20, was che gre; 
comfort to me, which {peaks of the-flayertha 
was to fice for refuge: And if the avenger of bla 
pur[ue the flayer, then, (aith Moles, they thats 
the Elders of the city of refuge foall not deliver 
intohishand,becaufehe {mote bis nag bbour unity 
tingly,and hated him net afore-tine. Ob, blog 
be God for chis word : Z + a;-convinced 
I was the Slayer.; and that the Avengt 
Blood purfued me. Ifele with great cert 
— only now it remained ,that | enquired whene 
I have right:to enter the City of Refuge i 
T found,that, he mutt notyrh: layew wast he 


Blood: \cwasoorthe wiltul Martherer, bil 
who samittingly did it, he who did it Wt. 
wares; notof fpight, orgrogde. or malic 
he that fhed ic unwittingly, even he whou 
not hate bis neighbeur before. Wherefore, 
220. I thought verily, 1 wasthe man 
muft enter, becaufe | had (mitten my Neig 
bour sawittingly.and bated bim not aforet 
Z hated him not afore time ;vo, 7 prayed # 
him, was tender of finning again(t him ; 74 
and againft this wicked temptation I had ftto 
for a twelve month before ; yet,and alfo,wh 


‘It Ge pals chrongh my hearr,it did in {pight' 


J 7 EU ERNE Nahe pt UF OATS. DS? Se 
ay Teeth: wherctore} thought | had right 
center this City, and the Eiders, which ae 
ne Apoftles, were not. to’ deliver me. up. 
This tlc: efure was great Com/ort to me, and 
idgive me much ground of hepe. 7 
228. Yee being very critical, for my {mare 
ad made me that I knew not what ‘ground | 
‘as' {ure enough to bear me, Thad one que: 
iod thar my Soul did’*much dcfire to be -re- - 
Ived about; and that was, Whether tt be 
oftble for any Sout that hathindeed finned the 
aporionable fin, yet after that to recesve,though 
the least true Spiritual Comfort from God 
wogh Chrift?. The which afterfhad much 
Iehoered, 1 found the arfwer was, No, 
wy cond nor; and diag for chefe Reafans. 
2u2. Firt, Becauie thole that have finned 
lat fin, chev are debarred a fhare in the 
100d of Chrift, and being fhut out cf rhar, 
ey muft neeas be void ef the leaft ground 
i hope, and fo of {piritual comforr, for to 
‘th there- remains no move Sacrifice for fir, 
eb, 10. 26, 2.7. Secondly, Becaufe they are 
cayed a fhare'in the Promifecf Lie: They 
anever be forgiven, neither in this World. 
ot in that which istocome, Mat. 12. 31... 
hirdly, The Son of Ged excludes them al- 
‘from afhare in his Blefled Intercefiion, 
=e a - being. 
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being for ever afhamed to own them both" 
before his holy Father, and the bleffed Aug” 
gels in Heaven, Mark 8. — . 

223. When I had with much deliberaff 
on confidered of this matter, and couldg 
but conclude that the Lord had comforg 
me, and chat too after chis my wicked ia 
then methoughe 1 durft venture to con 
nigh unto thofe moft fearful and terri 
Scriptures, with which all this while Ih 
been fogreatly affrighted, and on which" 
deed before I durft fcarce caftmine Egy 
(yea, had much ado an hundred timag 
torbear withing of them out of the Bible, at” 
I chought they would deRroy me) but nb 
fay, I began to rake fome meafure: of 9 
couragement, tocome clofetothem, tory 
shem, andconfider them, and to weigh ty 
{cope and tendency. bi 
' 924. The which when 1 began to da} 
found their Vifage changed ; for they look 
not fo grimly as before I thought they digi: 
And firft I came tothe fixth of. the Hebra 
yet trembling for fear it fhould ftrike no 
which when I had confidered, I found 18. 
the falling there intended, was a falling gam 
away; Thatis, as] conceived, a falling irq” 
and an abfolure. denying of, the Gofpel#'. 
semiffion of fins by Grit; for, from th@: 


APTN NEY OF Oinnery. A 
‘he Apofile begins his Argument, verf. 1,2,3. 
Secondly, I found that this falling away, mult 
yeopenly, even im the view of the VVorld, 
wen fo. asto pat Chrift to an open fhame. 
Thirdly, ¥ found that thofe he there intended, 
‘vere for éver fhut up of God both in blind- 
ie, hardnefs, and impenitency: It 7s zz} 0!- 
‘thle.tbey foould be renewed again unis Repen- 
ance. By all thefe particulars, Lfound to 
Jods everlafting Praifc, my fin was not the 
‘yin this place intended. 

* Firft, Iconfeficd I was fallen, butnot fallen 
“Nay, that is from the profeffion of Faith in 
‘diss unto Eternal Life.” | | 
* Secondly, I confefled that Thad put Jefus 
“hrift to foamte by my fin, but not to open 
‘bane, 1 cid nut deny bini before Men, nor 
condemn him asa fruitleS one before the 
Vorld. 

_ Thirdly, Ner did I-fiad that God had fhur 
‘weup, or denyed me to come (though 1 
und it bard work indeed to come) to him 
‘ylorrow and repestance : Bleiled be Ged 
¥ unfearchable Grace. | 

425. Then Iconfidered that in the tenth 
tthe Hebrews; and found that the ailfal 
‘athere mentioned, is not every willful fia, 
ut that fin which doth throw off Chrift, 
ad then his Commandmentstoo. ~Secandly, 
nae a ‘2 | That 
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That muftalio be done openly, before wo, 
ot three Wirtnefles, to arfwer that of the Law, 
wer[.28. Thirdly, This fin cannot be com 
* mitted but with gieac defpite done :to the 
Spirit of Grace; defpifing both :the diflws 
fions from that Sin, and che perfwaficast, 
the contrary. Buc the Lord knows, though 
this my fin was devilifh, yet ic did act amoun 
co thiele. : ee 

226. And as touchirg that in che twelfth 
of the Heérews, about Efau’s felling bis Birt 
ngbt, though this was that which k'Hed my, 
and ftood like a fpear againft me; yet now 
I did conficer, Firft, That his caeeaue 
thought againft a continual Jabour, offs 
_ Mind, buta chought confented ta, and pul 
in practice likewife, and:that too after fom 
deliberation: Gen, 25. Secondly, Ic wast 
publick and open Aétion, even before:ti 
Brother, if not before many more ; this mat 
his fin.of a far more heincus Nature cha 
otherwife it would have been. Third'y, 
continued to flight bis Bicth-right:- He a 
eat and Grink, and went his way; thus Ela 
-defpijed bis Barth-right, yea, twenty years 
_ ter he was found to defpifeis (till. Ana Ela 
{aid, 1 have enough, my Brother, keep 
thou baft to thyfelf, Gen. 33.9. - 


227. Not 


* 
« 
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227. Now as toucuins thie, That Biaw 
fought a place of Repentance: thug Tibouchss, 
Firll, This was noc tor. the Birt) right, bu: 
the Ble fing. this is clear ficm tne Apeltieand 
is Cllinguvhed by Bfas bimelf. 62 bath tekei 
apay my Birto right ( char is, formerty) ax: 
now be bath taken amay my blefjna alfa, Ger. 
27. 30. Secondly, Now this be-ng chus con- 
iidered, I came again tothe Apcttic, to Tec 
what might be the mird of Ged, in a New 
Teffarment {tile and fenfe conceintrg Hjaa’s 
fins and. fo far as Zcould conccive, this was 
he mind of God, That-the Birth right, figni- 
fed Regeneration, and the Bl fing the. Etsr- 
nal Inheritance; for {o the Apcttle feems to 
‘int, Least there be any prophane Perfon, as 
sau, who for ome morjel of meat {ola hss Birth- 
wgbts as it he fhould fay, lett there be any 
erfon amencft you, that fall caft off all 
hofe bleffed beginwings of God that at pre- 
cnt gre upon him, in order-to a new Birth, 
eaft they become as Ffau, even be re jected 
ftermards, when they wonld ‘inheric- the 
effing, on ie a 
228. For many there are, who inthe day 
{Grace and Mercy, -deipife shafe. chings 
myich-are indeed the Birch-rightto Heaven, 
BO yet when the deciding day apneais, will 
\y -asloud as. Efis, Lord, Lord, open to is 
a 3 . It 
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but thea, as Jase would not Rep:nt, 0%; 
more will God the Father, but will fay mi 
have bleffed thefe, yea, and they foall be blefaty, 
but as for you, Depart, you workers of Lmiqeiy. 
Gen..27. 23. Luke 13. 29, 26, 27. +}: 

229. When I had thus confidered 10%, 
Seriptures, avd found that thus ro underttatg, 
them, was not againft, but according tout, 
Scriptures; this ftill added-further to my 
couragment and comfort, and alfo gavt},, 
great blow ro chat. OdjeGtion, to. wit, 1H: 
the Scriptures could not agree inthe Salv ee: 
‘of my Soul. And now remained only 
hinder part of the Tempeft, for che chiuity. 
was gone beyond me, only pave yp ih 
ftill remain, that now and then would Way, 
upon me; bur-becaule my former frig; 
and anguifh were very fore and. deep, th@,, 
fare it did oft befall me. till, as ic befal@..: 
thofe that have been fcared_ with Fire fi, 
thought every voice was fire, fire; evey lity, 
touch would hurt my tender Confcience. ‘jy, 
_ 230. But one day, as 1 was paffing ind, 
Field, and that too wth fome dahhes on @,. 
Contcience, fearing leaft yet all was not rig, 
fuddenly this fentenec fell upon my Sa, 
Thy Righteou{nels is in Heaven, andy. 
_ thought withal, I faw with che Eyes of) 
. Soul Jefus Chrift at Gods right hand, hg” 
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l fay, was my righicoutnels, fo chat where- 
‘ever Iwas, or whatever J] was a doing, God 
could not fay of me, He wants my Righteouj- 
‘ne{s, for that was jaft before-him. IT alfolaw 
‘moreover, that it was hot my good frame of 
Heart that made my Righteoulnels beiter, 
hor yet my bad frame thar made my Righ- 
teoulneS worfe; for my Righteoufnels*was 
Jelus Chrift himéelf, the (awe yeflerday, to day 
and fw ewer; Heb. 13-8. 2k 
_ 234. Now did my Chains fall off my legs 
Indeed, J was looled from my AffliGtions and 
Tons, my Temptations alfo fied away; {fo 
that from that time chofe dread/ui Scripcures 
of God ‘left off to trouble me; now went 4 
allo home rejoycirg, for the Grace and Love 
of God ; So. when I came home, I looked to 
fee if Tcould find that Sentence, Thy Righte- 
owes ts tn Heavens but could nor find fuch 
a faying, wherefere my heart began to fink 
‘again, only that was brought to my remem- - 
brance, § Cor. 1. 33. He a made unto us of 
God,W s{dows, Riehteoufine{s Sanitification, and 
Redemption; by this word I faw the other 
Sentence true. | th pe ® 
-%32. For by this Scripture, J faw that the 
Man Carift Jefus, as he is diftin@ from us, as 
touchiag his bodily prefence, {o he is our 
Righteoalnels and SanGtification before God 
: ee sr ts here 


a 


( 
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bere therefore Llived) tor fome cme, vey 
{weedy at peace wih God turongh Cant; 
O methoughe Chridt! Chrifts there was po: 
thing but Chriit that was before my Eye: | 
was noi now (only) for lockiog upon this and 
the other benefiss of Chrift apart, as of bs 
Blood, Burial, or Refurrecticn, but confi. 


‘red him as whole Chritt; as bein whom al 


thefe, and all his other Vertucs, Relatioss, 


Offices and Operations met together, ¢n 


that as he fat on the right hand of Godr 
Heaven. ae | 

233 “Twas plorious to me to fee his & 
alration , and the worth: and‘ prevalency.ol 
all hig benefirs, and thatkeciufle how J cond 
look from my felf to him. and thould reckon, 
that all thofe Graces of God: that now wert 
green on me, were yet but like thofe crack: 
proats and four pecce haif- pence, that fit 
men catry jn their Puries, witen their Goll 
is in their ‘Trunks arxbome ; O, 1 faw my 

old was ta my Trunkat home ! in Choi 
my Lord and Savicur £ Now Chrift wasall: 
all my Wifdorm, all my Rightcouhietsall 


my Sanctification, and a l mv Recemprat 


234. Korther, The Lord cid alfo lead.m 
into the Mvflery of Ulnion with the Son 6 
Grid, that J was jcyied to him, that Pes 
fied of his flefh, and bone of his bone, a 

es —_ : ne 


canal 
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now-was that a (weer word to me,-in-F phe. 
§. Jo.. By this alfo was my Faith i In: ‘him, as 
ny Righteorf{nels, the more confirmed t: 
ne; for if he and Il were one, thea hisRigh- 
eouinefs.@as mine, bis Merits mine Ms YEE 
id. y.alfouminres. Now could'l feaimy telfin 
-eaven® and Bamh-arences:in Heaven dy 
ny Chrift, by my Head. by my Righteouf. 
els and Lb ife, though oa arti a my. Body 
mw Perfor > 

235. Now | (aw. Chrie Tefus was lodked 
mot God, ard fhould alfo:be | akedthpati 
us as that commion or publick Porfon;'in 
rhome all the whale body of his Ele" are ‘ale 
vays to be contidered . d reckoned:; that 
re fulfilled the Law by | ‘int, died by him, 
ofe trorn che dead by him, got the Vidory 
wer Sir, Déath, the Devil, and Hell, by 
vim ; when he died, we died: and: fo of his 
elurreétion. Thy dead men fhall hve, toge- 
bey with-my dead body fhai! they crife,, faith 
ie, Ha, 26. And again, dfter to clais he mad 
rate us, and the third day.we fball live tahgs 
ght, Hi Holea.6. 2: Which is now fulfilled By 
he fatting dewn of the Soncof Man on the : 
fghe hand cf the: Majeity i in the Heavens ; 
ccording tothatto the Ephefians, He hath 
aifed us up together, and made ws fit together i 7 
wehadian Places in ( Ad Fel us, — i 
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236. Ah thefe bleffed coaficerations and 
Scriptures, with many other of like nature, 
were in thofe days made to fpangle in mine 
Eyes, fothat I have caufe to fay ; Praife ye the 
Lord God in his Sanituary, Praife bia in th 
Firmement of los Power, pras(e bime for bis 
mighly Aéts, Praife him according te bis exe 
lent Greatnefs, Pfal. 50. 4, 2. 

2.27. Having thus in few words given yu 
a tafie of the forrow and affli€tion that my. 
Soul went under, by the guile and terror tht: 
this my wicked thoughtdid lay me undg) 
and havirg given you alfo a touch of sf 
deliverance therefrom, and of the (weet Bd: 
blefled comfort that I mee with -afterwatt, 
(which conafort dwelt about twelve monttt 
with my Heart, to my un{peakable admis 
tion ) I will now ( God willing ) before Ife 
eeed any further, give you ib a word ot (v0 
Whar, ‘as I conceive, was the caufe of -thi 
cemptation ; and alfoafter that, what advai 
tage at the laft it became uoto my Soul. 

238: For the caufes, conceived they wet 
principally cwo ; of which twoalfo I was dep 
ly convinced all the time this trouble lays 
on me. The firft was for that 1 did not, ' 
1 was delivered from the temptation thatg 
before, flall pray to God to keep me from tae 
tiens that were to come; for though, asc 


tothe Chief of Sinners.: tux 

fay.in truth, my Soul was much in Prayer 
_ before this Tryal feized me. Yet then I pray- 
_¢d only, or ar. the moft, principally, for the 
removal of prefent troubles, and for -frefhy 
difcoveries of his love ia Chrift; which I faw 
afterwards was not enough to do; I alfo 
fhould have prayed, chat the great God 
would keep me from the evil. that was to 
 =Come. - 3 ‘ . 
- 239, Of thisI was made deeply fenfible by 
the Prayer of Holy David, who when he was 
under prefent Mercy, yet prayed that God 
would hold him back from fin, and tempta< 
(ation to come ? For then, faith: he, I (hall be 
wright, and I fhall beinuocent from the great. 
Tranlgreffion, Poli 3. By this very word 
‘Was! gauled. and cafdemned quite through 
thislongtempration. © 
 '240. Thar alfo was another word that did. 
much condemn me for my folly, in the neg- 
Ie ofthis Duty, Heb. 4.16; Let us therefore 
come boldly to the throne of Grace, that we may 
oblsin mercy, and find Grace to help in timc of 
need: This had nut donc, and therefore wig 
thus fuffered to fin and fall, according to 
what is written, Pray that you enter not ints 
temptation: And truly this very thing is to 
this day of fuch weight and awe upon me,. 
thar: I-dare not, when. come before the. 

nd 04 ; Lord, 
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Lord, go aff my knees uncil J intrest him 
for belp and meicy -agairft the temorations 
that are to come ; and I do befeech thee, 
Reader,’ thac thou lfara ro be ware of mye 
Eee ce'by the eff fron -'thae for - chisg 
thing | did for days and d motthsand Yeas 
with forrow undergo. eee. 
240. Anoiher caute pth cents thon wii 
Thar Thad cempred Ged; and on this mang 
nee did Udo tr: Upoma irae my Wife wi 
great wih Child, and before her full cing 
was come, her pr 3%, as of a? Wainan 
Pravel,were fierce and. {trong upon her, ev 
as if ihe wonld immediatly Phe Fallon’ 
jabonr, and been delivered of an untimely 
Birth : Now at this very time it was; that Ment 
had been {o flrorgly rempre.t to qneftion th hat 


Ps 


civing by me, “Lfaid, bar wich all fc ere lon 
invaginable e, even thinking in my~ Hear 
Lord, i if thow mile naw rewisve this {ad affi.étit 
frcwm my Wife, andcanfe that fle be thonbld 
20 mare therewith this Night Cand now wet 
her pangs jutt upon het) thea I foul tL, 
that thou canst diftern the mf je tho: re } 
of the Heart. 4 

242. [had no fooner faid it inmy Hea 
bur fier pangs were taken frotn her, and: fl 
was pan into a deep lleep, and fo continua 
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| Morning, at tais 1 greatly maivelledcor 
owing what to tdinvks.bar atterc I had 
cn awake.a ass while, and heard hee ery 
rmore, | fell to fleep alfo fo when I-wa- 
din rhe Morning, 3 itcar ¢ Up LUNE 3g rin, 
ea what} had Avids to. my hearpthe laf 
ight, and how the Leta had. thewed ing 
at he knew my fecrep. Vhougnts, which 
isa. great aftonifhment unto me for {eyes 
deweeks after. = 
14%: Well, about a year and | Naif after. 
ards, chat wicked fifull thonabt, of whicla 
have (poken before, wear thorew my 
rked heare, even this thought, Let Chraft 
vaf he mill; fo when [was failen under 
aut foe this, 'the'remembrarce of my other 
ught, and.of the effedt thereof, wonld al. 
ycome upon me witha«bis retort, whica ale 
eatried icbuke along with it, Now you 
ity fee that God doth knaw the mot fecret 
mughts of the Heart. - 

144. And.with this, that of the paflaces 
nat were berwixt the Lord, and his Servant 
iden feli upon my Spirit ; how becaue, 
hat’ Gideon tempted God with his Fleece 
oth wet and dry, when he fhould have be- 
ieted and ventured upon his Word, there- 
ore le ei did alrerwards fo ty him, 

as 
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asco fend him againit an innumerable cog 
pany of Eremies. And-that too-as-to og 
ward appearance, without auy ftrength @ 
help, Fudg. 6. 7. Thus he ferved me, ax 
thac juftly, for { fhould have believed, tt, 
Word, and not have put an #f upon the Ak. 
feeingnels of God. J 


245. And now to thew you fomthi 
_ the advantages that I alfo have gsined 
this temptation; and firft, by this I was mab. 
-€antinually to poffefs io. my Soul 2 vey 
wonderful fenfe both of the Being and @x 
ry of God, and of his beloved Son, iat 
temptation that went before, my. Sonl-wa 
| Lal pegs with unbelief, blafphemy, bard 
nefs of heart, queftions about the Being 4. 
God,.Chrift,. the Truth of the Word, and 
certainty of the World tocome ; I fay, ther 
J was greatly affaulted, and tormiented wih 
Atheifm, but now the Cafe was otherwit, 
now was God and Chrift.continually bef; 
my Face, though not in a way of comfort) 
but in a way of exceeding dread and rerrog 
The Glory. of the Holinefs of God did 
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“ememb:acce of which, was as tne continu: 
breaking of my Bones. 
~ 946. The Scriptures alfo were wonderful 
ings unto me ; I faw that the Truth aad 
Verity of them, were the Keys of the King. 
dom of Hegven; thofe thac the Scriptures 
‘avour, they mult inheric bliG; but rhofe 
‘that they oppofe.and condemn, wf perith 
jor evermore: O this word, For the Scrips 
twres cannot be broktn, would-rend the Caul 
‘af my. Heart? and fo would that other, 
Whofe fins ye vemit, they are vemitted; but 
while fins ye retain, they are retatued : Now 
ibfawthe Apoftlesto be the Elders of the 
Gity.cf Refuges Fofe. 29. 4. shofe that they 
‘were to receive in, were, received to Life? 
-but thofe chat they fhut out, were to be flain 
: by the Avenger of Blood. : 
347% Oh? One Sentence of the Scripture 
»did more affi2@ and cerrifie my mind, { mean 
cthofe Senteaces that ftood againft me ( as 
‘fometimes 1 thought they every one did ) 
‘more I fay than an Army of forty thoufand 
‘menthat might have come againft me. Wo 
be to him. againft whong the Scripwures bend 
themifelves- Bae te ; 

248. By this temptation I was-made to fee 
more into the Nature of che Promifes, than 
ever 1 was before; for Ilyingnow os 

: under 
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under che mig’itv fand of God, «cantiaually 
torn and reit by the thundring of his Jus 
ftice ; this made me with careful Heait; ad 
watch'ul Eye, with preac febrvulnefs, .t0 tum 
over every Leaf, and with’ much dilizence 
mixt with trembling, -to comiden every Sen 
tenec, together with its naturelorce and la 
titude, a a ae 
24). By this temptation alfo, U was ores 
ly hildea cf my tormer fool fh praice, of 
putting by the word of prommfe when ir cant 
into my mthd; for now,. thous: I couid de 
fuck that comfore and fweetn< {5 fran the 
Promife, as] had dene at ober times, yeh 
liketoa mana ficking, J fiould catch arall 
DT faw; formerly 1 thought Imight nor med. 
dle with the promife, unlef§ I telt its comfor, 
but now twas notme thus to-do, the aver 
ger of Blood teo hardly did parfue me. 
250. Now therefore I was glad to catd 
at that word, which yer J feared, bad- no 
ground nor right €0 own; and. even co leap 
into the bofom of.that promile, thar: yel, 
fear’d did thut its Heart apainft me. - Now 
allol fhonld labour to rake the Word 3 
God-hath laid it down, without. reftraining 
the natural force of one-fpllable thereof; 0 
what did ] naw fee is that bleffed fixth! 
Fobn, And him that comes to me, 1 spill:in'm 
a , wale 
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vile caft out! John 6. 30. Now I began to 
confider wih my ‘elf, that'Ged hath a big- 
xr mourh to {peak with, than I had a beare 
‘cocouceive ‘with; thoughe al with my 
elf, tbat be (pake not his words in hafte. or 
nanunadviled heat, but with infinite Wif- 
tom and. Judgment, and in very truth and 
aithfulnefs, 2 2 Sam 3. 28, 

251. I thould in thefe days, often in my 
reateft Aponies, even flounce towards the 
Promife (as “the Horfes do towards found 
stousd, that yet {tick in the mire) conclu- 
ding, (though. as one almoft bereft of bis 
nits: through fear) on this I wil] reft and 
lay, and <Jeave the fulfillisg of icto the Gad 
of Heaven that made ir. O! many’a 
hath my heart had with Satan, for that 
bie fled (im: lof Soha; 1 did nor now, as at 
ther times, look principally: for comfcrt. 
‘though, .O:how awelcom would it have 
been unto: me! ) But how a Word a word 
‘0 lean a weary Scul upon, that I might not 
fuk for ever! was that [-bunted for. 

(252. Lea often when I have been ma- 
ing to the Prosnife, F have feen as if che 
Lerd would refufe my Soul for ever, 1 was 
(ten asif I had run upon the Pikes, "and as 
the Lord had thruft at me, to: keep me 
tom him, as with a flaming swerd, Then 
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I fhould think of ESZer, who went to petic: 
on the King contrary tothe Law, -Ejth. 4.16 
I thought allo of Benbsded’s Setvanis, wif 
weat with Ropes about their Heads to thi 
Enemies for mercy, 1 Kéng.20 31.8e. The 
Woman of Canzan alfo, that would nob 
daunted, though called Dog, by Chit 
Mat. 15. 22. &c. and the man that went tt 
borrow bread at Midnight, Luk 1.°5,6, 78 
¢. Were great encouragements unto me. 

_ 253 I never fax thofe heights and depts 
in Grace and Love, and Mercy, .as] faw a 
er this temptation! Great Sias do draw 
Arcat Grace; and where guilt is moft edit 
ble and ficrce, where the mercy of Godt 
Chiift, whea fhewed to the Soul, appein: 
molt high and mighty ; when ob had pil 
fed through his Captivity, be bad twice w 
much as be had before, Job 42. 10. Bie 
_ be Gad ‘for Jefus Chrift our.Lord. Many 
other things I might here’ make obfervario 
of, but I would be brief, and therefore fhall 
at this time omit them, and do pray God, 
that my harms may make others fear to'd- 
fend, leaftthey alfo be made to bear rhe Iron 
‘Yoke as I did. Be 
I had two ot three times, at or about try: 
deliverance from this temptation, fuck irate 
apphenfions: of the Grace cf Gad, couk 

me 7 cou 
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‘ould hardly bear up under it, it was fo out 
f meafureamazing, whenI thought ic could 
each me, that dothink, if that fenfe of te 
iad abode long upon me, it would have made 
me uncapable for bufinels, = 
254. Now fhall go forward to give you 
itelation of other of the Lords dealings with 
ne, at fundry other feafons, and of the temp- 
ations I chen did meet withal. 1 fhall begin 
vith whae J met wich when J firft did joyn 
n fellowfhip with the People of God in Bea- 
ord, After I had propounded tothe Church, 
hat my defire was to walk in the Order 
ind Ordinances of Chrift with them, and 
vas alfo admitted bythem : While Ithoughe 
Mf that bleffed Ordinance of Chrift, which 
vas his laft Supper with bis Difciples before 
‘isdeath, that Scripture, Do this in remem- 
vance of me, Luke 32. 19. was madea very 
btecious Word tite ies scn uy it the Lord 
lid cote down upon my Confcience with 
he difcovery of his death for my fins, and 
sI then fel, did as if heplunged me in the 
rettue of the fame, But behold, I had not 
n long a partaker at that Ordinance, but 
luch fierce and fad temptations did attend me 
t all times therein, both to blafpheme the 
Ordinance, and to wifh fome deadly thing 
0 thofe that then did eat thereof: That leaft 
| Oo J 
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—Tthouwd at any time be guity of confentin 
to thole wicked acd fearful] thoughts, F wa 
forced to bend my- felt all the while to pray 
to God to keep me from {uch Blafphemic 
and alfory cry to God to blefs che Bread an: 
Cup to chem, as it went from Moh x 
Mouth. The Reafon of this temptation | 
» have theyzhe fince, was, becaufle I did na 
with that reverence as became me at: filt 
approach to partake thereof, 2! ee 
295. Thes I continued for three quarter 
of a Year, aid could never -have reft-not 
eale: But at the laft the Lord came to upon 
my Soul with the (ame Scripture, by which 
my Soul was vifited before: and after. that 
I have been. ulually very well and com 
table in the partaking of that blefled 
nance, and have, | trult, therein difceradl 
the Lords. Bady as broken for my fins,zand 
‘inst hy precions Blood. bath beea- hed fix 
my Tranfereffions, | | | a 
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256, Upon a time I wds.fomewhat ingles 
ning to a. Confumprion, wherewith abput 
the Spring 1 was fuddenly, and violently Kets 
zed, with’ mucl; Weaknels: in. my outward 
Man; Infomuch thar ] thought Meould pict: 
live.” Now began l-aftefh to give my felf u 
(0a ferious examination: afer my fiare an 
condition for the future, ard of my evi 

. ae ‘le.  dences 
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ences for thac Bletled World to ccme: For: 
hath I blets cre name of Gud, been my 
‘ual courfe, as always, fo efpcciai!y in the 
Ly of. affliction, td endeavour ta keep my 
tereft in Lite to come, clear. before mine 
157. But I had no fooner began ro recal to 
ind my former Experierce, of the good- 
{fs of God to my Soul, bue there came 
ckinginto my mind, an innumerable com- 
wy of my Sins and Tranferefhiors, among 
jich thefe’ were at this ume molt to my 
fifion, namely my deadnefs, dulneis and 
idaefs in boly Duties; my wandrinzs of ' 
‘ait, of my wearifomnels in all good things, 
y waut of Love to God, his wav and Peo. © 
c, with chis atthe end of all, Are thefe the 
ruits of Chriftianity? Are thefe the Tokens of 

Adfed Man> aoe . 

258. Atte apprehenfions of thefe things, 
y fickne(s was doubled upon me, - for now 
is IT fickia-‘my inward man, my Soul was 
og’'d_ with guilt ; now alfo was all my for- 
er expericnce of God’s goodnefs tome, 
ice taken out of my mind, and hid, as if 
cy bad never-bern, not feen:“Now was — 
y Soul greatky pinced between thele two 
ufiderations: Live [mult not, Die [dare not. 
ow I funk and fellin my {pirit; and was 
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giving up all fos loft; butas I was. walking 
up and down inthe houfe as a man ina molt 
woful State, that Wotd of God took 
hold of my heart. Ye are juffified freely ly 
his Grace, through the Redemption that te 1 
Chrift Fefus, Rom. 3. 24 Butoh whata 
turnitmadeuponme! - | 
‘259. Now was Las one awaked out of fome 
troublefom fleep and dream; and liftning 
this Heaverly Sentence, I was as if I hea 
it thus expounded tome; Stzzer, thou thin, 
eft ibat becaufe. of thy Sins and Infraitia, 
cannot {ave thy Soul, but behold, wsy Sonishy 
mec, and upon bins Ilook, ant not on thee, dad 
deal with thee according as I am plealed with 
bia. Ac this] was greatly lightncd io wm 
Mind, and made to undefftand shat Gad 
could. juftifie a finner at any time, ic was.bu 
his locking upon Chrift, and imputing of és 
benefits to us, and the work was forthwih 
don. _ | 
260. And asI was thus:in a mufe, that 
Scripture alfocame with great-power upos 
my Spirit, Not by works of RightcoufmefS thal 
we have done, but according to bis Mercy 
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atnowl ec ied, Let me die: Now Death was N 
‘vely and beanctul in my fight, for I faw 
afball never live indeed till we be gone ta the 
her World. ©, wethought this Life is but 
‘lumber, in comparifon-of that above; at 
‘ts time alfo.{ {aw more in thofe words, 
ars of Gow. (Rom. 8. 17.) then ever] thall 
able to exprets while 1 live in this World ; 
‘urs of God! God himfelf is the Portion of 
e¢ Saints. This I fawand wondered at, 
se cannot tell you what I faw. 2 
261. Again, as] was at another time very 
‘and weak, all thar time alfo the Tempter 
d befec me ftrongly (tor | findheis much — 
:t aflaulting the Sou}, when it begins to ap- 
‘gach towards the Grave, then is his Op- 
octanity) labouring to hide: from me my 
‘mer experience of Gods goodnels; Alfo 
ting before me the terrors of Death, aad 
eo yudgment. of God, infomuch, that -at 
is cime, through my fear of mifcarrying 
c ever (fhould | now die} 1. was as oue 
-ad betore Death came, and-was as if Lhad | 
c-my {elf already defcending into the Pir. 
erhoughr, I faid, there were no way but tc 
ell 1 muft; but behold, juft as I was inthe 
2d ft of thole fears, thele words oi the An- 
ls carrying Laxeratinto Abra’.>25 Botom, 
rted in upon me, as who fhouid fay, Ses 
i forall 
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Abe with thee, when thou a leave thes 
World, This did tweetly revive my fpirit- 
and he:p me to hore tn God; which whes 
Thad with comfort mufed on a while,: that 
word feil with grear weight upon my mind, 
O Death, where ts thy furg, O Grave; where 
vs thy Victory 2.1 Cor. 15. 55. Acthis I became 
beth wellin body and mind at once, for my 
ficknefs did prefently vanifi, and I walked 
comfottably in my Work for Gad again. 
262. At another time, though juft befure, 
I was pretcy well and favoury in my Spit, 
yer fuddenly there fell upon mea great cloud 
ef darknels,. which did fo bide from me the 
things of God and Chrift, thar] was, asif I 
had never {een or known therh in.my life: 4 
was alfo fo over-run inmy Soul with:a fen{q, 
lefs, heartle{s frame’ of Spirit, that I ould 
not feel my Soul to move or ftir afer es 
and Life by Carifls I wasasif myloyns we 
broken, or, as-if my bands.and feet had bees 
tied or bound with Chaius.; . Arthis time all 
fo I fel: fome weaknefs to f{eize upon my outt 
ward man, which made-ftill che other a 
fiction the moreheavy and uncomfortable. 


262. After Thad been in this condicig: 
fome taree or four days, as I was fitting 
the fire, I fuddenly felt.this Word to fou 
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amy. Heart, I msuft go ta Fefus;, at this my 
ormet. Darknels and Atheitm fled away, and 
he blefled chicgs.af Heaven. were fet within 
ny view. . While I was on this {udden thus 
wertaken with Surprize; Wife, faid I, is | 
hereever {uch a Scripware, J meus go to Fefmi? 
he faid, the could: nor tell.; cherefore I fat 
nufing ‘Rill co {ce it 1 could semember.fuch 
place ; Lhad ‘not fat. above two or three 
nigutes, but that.came bolting in upon me, 
wd 10 an innumerable Company of Angels; 
nd withal, Hleéreaes the tweltth, about the 
Hlouat Sto was fer before mine Eyes, Hed. 12. 
> Car) so Fe 
264, Then. with Joy [told my Wife, 0 
0» I know, I heom,! but. that night was a 
ocd night tome, Z never had but few ber- 
ts Fonged for the -company-of fome_of. 
00's Peaple, that | might. have imparted 
a them what God had thewed me: Chrift 
38. a precious Chrift to my: Soul that Nighr, 
could f{carce lie in my Bed for Joy, and 
cace, aod Triumph, through. Chyift ; this 
feat Glory did not continue wpon-mewntil 
lorning,: yet the cwelfth of:the: Auther-to 
¢ Hebvews, Heb, 12.22, 23. was a blefled. 
Tipture to mefor many days together after 
Ngo oh i eae eS 
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365. The Words are thefe, You are come 
to Méunt Sion, te the City of the living God, te 
the Heavenly Jerufalern, and to an tnmsmners- 
ble company of Angels, tothe gencral Afembly 
and Church of the fur born which are written in 
Heaven, to God the Fudge of al; and toe 
nig} of juft Men made perfett, and to Fefus 
the Mediator of the New Teflawent,and to the 
blood of {prinkling, that fpeaketh better things 
than that of Abel. Thorow this bicfied Sen- 
rence, the’ Lord ied me ovér and over, firft 
to this Word, and then to-that; and fhewtd 
me wonderful glory in every one of thet 
Thefe wo-ds alto have oft fince this ume 
been great refrefhment to my Spirit. Bicfed 
be God for having mercy onme. 


Abr ief Account of the Authors Cabo 
| . the Work of the Miniftry. - 


266, ND now] am {peaking my de 

7 \ perionce, I will-tn this piace thrall 
in a-word or two concerning my Preaching 
the Word, and of Gad’s dealing with ot 
. jn ghat particular alfo: For after I had bea 
about five or fix ycars awakened, and = 


~ 
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my {elf to fee both che wane and worth of 
Jelus Chrift our Lord, and al inabled to 
/esture ‘my Soul upon him: Some of the 
not able among the Saints with us, I fay, 
he moft able for Judgment, and Holinefs of- 
ile, as they conceived, did perceive that 
30d had counted me worthy to underftand 
omething of his Willin his holy and blefled 
Word, and had given me utterance ia fome 
neafure so expres what 1 faw, to others for 
ification; therefore they defired me, and 
hat.with much earneftne(s, that I would be 
‘lling at {ome times to take in hand, in. one 
t the Meetings, to {peak a word of Exhor- 
tion unto fhem. - , 
267. Thewhich, though at the firft it did 
wuch dafh and abath my Spirir, yet being 
AN by thems defired and -imtreated, I con- 
nted ta their requeft, and did twice attwo | 
veral Affemblies (but in private) thongh 
nth much weaknefs and infirmity, difcover . 
ly Gift among them, at which they not 
Aly-fe-med to be,. but did folemaly proteft , 
sin thé fight of the great Gad, they were 
th affe&ed and comforted, and gave ’ 
ianks tothe Pacther of Mercies for the grace 
flowedonme, 
268 After this, fomerimeswhen fome of | 
<r did go into the Counery ta teact, they 
' Ga. -would 
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.would alfo that I iLould go with-them; where 
«hough as yet 1 did nor, nor durftnot, make 
wife of-my-Giffin an open way, yet, more 
‘privately Mill, as 7. came amongft the good 
People in thole places, 7 did fomecimes fpeak 
a word of Admanition unto them allo ; the 
_ which they as-the other, received with. te- 
joyciag at the Mercy of God to me-ward. 
profefling their Souls were edified thereby. 
_ .269. Wherefore, to be brief, at laft, being 
Mill defized by theChurch, after ome foleme 

Prayer tothe Lord, with falting, | was npr 
particulasly called ford, aud pi 9A 
more ordinary and publick- Preaching'th 
~ Word, nct only to, and amongft, chem, shat 
_. beli¢ved; but alfo co offer the Gofpel to thot 
that had not yet received the Faith chen 
About: which time I did evidently find in 
Mind a fectet pricking forward .cherep; 
though, :I blefs God, not for defire of yan 
Glory, for at that time.1 was moft forely a 
AliGed with the fiery darts of the Devil, cia 
cerning my Eterna) Scate. ss 
»: 270. But yet cauld not be content, ual: 
I was found tn the Exercife of my gift, uy 
which alfol was greatly apimated,: nor og 
by the continual defires of he Godly,,’ 
alfo by that faying of Paul td the Corintheam 
Al befeech you, Brethren, (ye kuow the. bony 
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4 Sctphanus, that it as the- firft frutts of: 
Achaia, and. that they have addited themi- 
elves to hoe Miniflery of the Satnts) that you: 
abit your felves ato {uch, and to evry one 
bat belperh with us, and laloureth, t Cor, 16, 


-t (0. aS ae i we og 
en By this Text I was made to fee. chat 
‘he Holy Ghoft never intended that Mer 
‘tho have Giftsand Abilities, theuld bury 
“hem in the earth, but rather did command ~ 
“nd: ftir up: fuch to the exercife of their gift, 
“wid alfo did commend. thofe that were apt 
mdready fo todo, They have addiGed them- 
“pbees-to the Miniftry of she Sasnts: ThisScrip- 
“ure in thefe days did continually run in my - 
bind to ircourage me, and ftiengthen me: - 
-8 this my work for God; Ihave been alfo 
“ncouraged from feveral archer Scripturesand 
‘ixamples.of the godly, beth -{pecified in the 
‘Word and other ancient Hiftories, Acts 8. 
‘pand 18. 24,25. doc. « Pet. 4. 10. Roms 12.. 
). Foo Acts and Mon. Le we 
292. Wherefore, though of my felf, of all 
‘he Saints the moft voworthy, yer f, but with 
‘ieat féar and trembling ac the fight of my 
wn weaknels, did fet upan the work, and 
hd aceording to my gift, and .the prop orti- 
omof my Faith, preach that blefled Go pel 
shat God had fhewed me in the Holy Word. 
es ee ee wf 
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ot Truth: Which when the Couvatry in. 
derftood, they came in to.hear the Word by! 
hurdreés, and that from all parts, though’ 
upon: fundryiand divers acccunts, 
_ 273. And | thark God, he gave unto me 
fome meafure of Bowels and pity for their: 
Souls, which alfo did put me forward to labour : 
with great ditigerice and carneft:els to find: 
out fucha word as might, if God-would bigf, | 

Jay hold of, and awakemthe Confcience; in 
which alfo the good Lord had-refpect to she ' 
detire of his Servancs for Ihad not pregehed : 
long, before fome began to be touched, -and | 
to be greatly afftited in their Minds ac th : 
appteherfion of the grearnefs of their Sm, 
and of their need of Jefus Chrift. 7 
274. Bue Tat fiift could not believe that - 
God {hould {peak by mere the heart of any» 
man, fill countiag my felf unworthy, yet 

hole who thus were touched would love me 
and havea peculiar refpe&t for me; and 
thongh I did put itfrom me, that they fhould 
be awakened by me, {till they would confefs 
it, and affirm it belore the Sains of God; 

‘they would alfo blefs Ged for me Curwortby 
wretch that 1 any! ) and count me Gaa’s is 
ftromenc that thewed to them the way.of 
Salvation. eT a i a. 
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275. Wherefore (ceing them in both theic 
words and deeds ro be fo conftant, and alfo 
in their Hearis foearneftly prefliog after the 
knowledg of Jefus Chrilt, rejoycing thac 
ever Ged did fend me where they were; 
then I beganto cogclyde it might be fo, that 
God had: owned imnhis Work fuch a foolith 
one-as 1; and then came that Word of God 
tomy heare with much fweer refrefhmenr, 
‘That blefing of them that were ready to perifh is 
came upon we; yea. I cauled the Widdows 
beart to fing for jay, Job. 29, 13. | 
298 Acthis therefore I rejoyeed, yea, the 
teats of ghofe whom God did awaken by my 
Preaching, would be both folace and. encou- 
tagement to mé¢; for I thought on thofe fay- 
Ings, hbo is he thar maketb we glad, but the 
Jame. that is-made forry by me? 2Cor. 1.25 — 
And again, Though I be not an ApeStle to others 
yeti doubtle{s I ams unto you for the Seal of my A- 
_politeforp ave ye inthe Lord, & Cor. 6.2. Thefe 
things therefore were as another Argumenc 
“unto me that Ged had called me to, and flood 
by me in this Work. Se ae 
297. In .my Preaching af the Word, I 
took {pecial notice of this one thing, name- 
“ly, Tat the Lord did lead me to begin 
where his word bepins with Sinners, that 
Is, to condemn all fish. and. co open and al- 

She edge 
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ledge, thatthe curfeof God by the Law doth: 
belong to, and lay hold: or,all Men as they’ 
come intothe World, becanfe of Sin. Now 
this: part of my Work I fulfilled with great 
fenfe, for the rerrors of the Law and guilt 
for my Tran(greffions, lay heavy on my 
Confcience, I preached what I felr, what 1 
fmartingly. did feel,.even that under whic: 
my poor Soul did groan and'tremble td afto.' 
nihment. 3. 

298 Indeed I have beety as one fertt0° 
them from the dead; I went my. felf-ia ! 
Chains to preach tothem in Chains, and 
carried thar fire in my own Confcience, that 
I perf{waded them to beware of, I can truly 
fay, and.that wickout difiembling, chac when 
Ihave been to preach, Ihave gone full of 
guilt and terror even co the Pulpit-door, and 
there ic bath: been taken off, and I have been 
at liberty ino my.mind until I have done my. 
work; andfthen immediately, even before | 
could get down the Pulpic-ftairs, | have been 
as bad. as.I was before... Yer God carried me 
on, but furely with a ftrong. hand; for nei 
ther Guile nor Hell could take me off my 
Work. - Pe: ts | | 
279. Thus I went for the {pace of two 
years, crying out againft Mens fins,. and theie 
fearful ftate becaufe of them. Afver “ 
Se. OO | ! the 
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sthe Lord came io. up:o- my own Soul with 
fome {laid peace and. comfort through Chrift; 
ctor be did. xive. me: many fweer difcoveries, 
‘of his Bleflea.Grace thorew him; Whéere- 
fore-now: E-alrered in my Preaching, ° (for fill 
-H preached what | {aw and fele ): now there- 
tore ].did much labour rohold ford Jefus 
-Chritt.in all his Cfhizes, Relations, and Be- 
“nefits unto the World, and did: ftrive: alfo: 
tadifcqver, torcondemn} and::remove thofe 
fafe-fupports and props on- which the world’ 
“dath both Jean, and by them fall and petith- 
“On thefe: things alfa ftaid as: long:as on 
ve other. ee ee eS 
, . 280. After this, Gad led.me ‘into fome: 
“thing of che Ma ftery of the UL.ion-of Chrift;. 
,Whereforc that J difcovered and thewed ta- 
them alfo: Aud when I: had. travelled’ 
wthrough. thefe three chief points of the 
“Word of God, «about the {pace of five yea:s 
watmore, | .was-caught in my prefent Pra- 
“Qice, and caft into Prifon,. where Lhave lain: 


“above as long again to confirm the Truth: - 


-by way of Suffering, as I was before ia refti-. 
fying of it, according to uve Scriptures, in a. 
-way of Preaching, 

. 285; When Il have been in Preaching, F: 


‘thank. God, my. heart hath often,. all the: 


‘time of this and the other exercife with creas 


2 G5. carnefts- 
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earucftnels cryed to God that he would make | 
the word efic€tual co-the Salvation of the ° 
Soul; fill being grieved leaft the Enemy — 
fhould: take the word away frony the Con- © 
fcier.ce, and fo tt fhould become unfruitfal, 
Wherefore | fhould labour fo co fpeak the - 
word, as that theteby ( if ic were pothidl ) 
the Sin and ‘Perfon guilty might be pattica- 
larized by tc. - poke ce 

282. Alfowhen have done the Excscift, - 
it hath gone to mv Feart co think the wotd | 
fhould now fall asRain of ftny places ; fil 
withing from my heart, O that they who 
have heard me {peak this day, did bur fee | 
as I do, what Sin; Death, Hell, and che 
Curft of God, is; and alfo whar the Graer, 
and Love, and Mercy of Ged is, thorow 

Chrift, to men in fuch a cafe as they arr, 
~ who are yet eftta ged from him. And it 
deed, 1 did often fay'ir my heart before 
the Lord, That sf to be hanged up prefeaily 
before their Eyes, mould be a mess 10 awake 
‘ them, and confirm them tn the Trath, I ¢lss 
fooubl be contented. 6 

283 For | have. been'in my: Preaching, 
eipecially when 1 bave bees engaged in die. 
DoGrin of Life by Chrift, without work 
as if an Angel of God had ftood by ar a 
back to encourage me; O, it hath bsen = 


ave 
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fie Power and Heavenly Evidence’ por 
my owa Soul, while I have been labouring 
to uofotd it, to demonftrate ir, and ro fatten 
“ic upos the Gonfeience of others, that] could 
not-be contented with faying, I behewe and 
ts fare, merboughs Twas more than fare Cif 
“tt be. law'al co exprefs my (el' ) thar thofe 
things which: then | afférted, were true. 

984. When J went firft to Preach. the 
word abroad, DoStors and Priefts of the 
—Gountry: did open wide aganift me; but F 
“was per{waded of this, noc co render railing 
for sailing, bur to {ee bow many of their: 
cunal Profeflars } could convince of their’ 
iy rable ftate by the Law, and of the wane 
aad worrh of Chrift ; for, thought 7, This 
fall anfwer for wee tz time-to come, when they 
fall be for my bire before their face, Gen. 30.. 


SY, ) . 

: iy [never cared to meddle with things 
that were controverted, and in difpure 
amonglt the Saints, efpecially «things of the 
‘loweft Nature; yer it pleafed me: much to. 
‘contend with great earncltnels for the word: 
of Faith, and che Remiffion of Sins by. the: 
“Death atid Sufferings of Jelus ; but Ii Gay, as. 
toochér. chings,. F fhould lee thermalone, be- | 
‘caute J faw they. engendred ftrife, and be- 
‘aule. that they neither in. doing; nos. in Ita 
| | a pine 


146  — Grace abounding | 
Ving undone, did commend’ -us: te God to : 
be his: B-fides, I faw my. Work before. me | 
did run into another Channel, even tocarry | 

an awakening word ; to that -cherefore.did | 
(tick andadhere. sre 
286. I never endeavoured..to,..n0r dur 
make ule of; other mens lines:, Rags. .15..18. 
(though I condemn not‘all thar.do) fork» 
verily though, and found by experience, 
that what was taught me by: the Word and — 
Spirie of Chrift, could bz {paken, mraiutaia: | 
‘ed and ftood to, by. the foundeft, and beh 
eftablifhed Coofciercs., and: though | wil 
not now (psak all chat [ kuow tu chis mats 
fers yet my experience hath more. iurereh 
in that -Text of Sctipture, Gal, 1- Ef, le 
then many amongit meo.are aware, -. 
287. If any of thoie who were awakened | 
by my Muiorftry, did after that fall bathe 
(as fometimes too many did) 1, c4n- truly 
{ay their lofs hath been moreto me, thanil 
one of my own Children,  begotren.of iy 
body, bad been gotng.to its Grave si} think 
verily I.may {peak it- without any offeacs-, 
to the. Lord, nothing hath. gone. fo near. me 
as that , umefs it was the fear of the lof of 
the Salvation of my-own Souls. 3 have 
counted as if I had goodly, Buildings -and- 
Lords in thofe places where my Children 
? a wert 
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‘were boro: My beate bath been fo wrap: up - 
in the glory of this excellenac Work, chacf 
counted ‘my felf mere bleifed and honoured: 
of God by this, thanif he-had made me the 
Emperour of the Chriftian’ World,-or the 
Lord: of all,the glpry of che Earth wichout’” 
it! O chefle words! He that cowverteth-a 
Stoner frome the error of his. way, doib [eve a 
Soul from Death, ja mM. §.,20., The frust of. the 
Righteous, ts a Tree of. Lifes and be that win- 
rth Souls, 48. wife Prov. if. 3% They that. 
be wife, foalt foine asthe breghenef8 of the Fir. 
mament, ana they that tern many to Righteou{- 
ms as the Stars for ever andev:r, Dav. 12. 3. 
For wisat te our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoy- 
icing? dre mot cwen ye tn the prefexce of our 
Lord Fefme Cort. at bie coming? for, ye are 
om glory. andjy; 1 Thel2.19, 20.. Thele, 
tay, wich many others of a like pature,*have 
been great refrehhmentstome =: 
288. kha eobferved, That-where have 
hada Work+todo for Ged, Lhave had fir 
asi were the gaing of. God spon ‘my Spirie 
to defite L:might preach there: I have alfo 
oblerved, that {ech and fuch Soulsin par- 
ucular have been {trongly fetapon my heare, 
and [ ftirred up.ta with for their Salvation ; 
and that thefe very Souls haye, after. this, 
been given in asthe fruits of my Miniftery. 
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I. bave obferved, rhac a word cat in by the. 
~ by hash.dane more execution tn a Sermon, . 
than all was (pcken befides: Somedmes ally. 
- when Lhave thoughr I did no good, -tha. 

I did moft of a!l, and at other times whet, 
I chought I: fhoudd-care) chem, bbave filied: 
fer noshmg. ee ee Ee 

289, 1 have alfo oblerved, thac whet. 
there hath ben a wotk to do upon Shioes,. 
there the Divid hath: beguo to toar ivi. 
hearts, and by the mouths of bis Servaan 
Yea, oltentimes. when the wicked Ward | 
hath raged. moft, there hath been Souk sep | 
kened by che word :.1 could inftance pe 
ticulars, but Ltorbear.- =? 

ago. My great defire in my tulfilivg my, 
Miniftry, was, co gec into the durkeeft plact 
of the Country, even amorgit thofe prope 
that were furtheft off of -protefion; yergt 
-becaufe l covid: not endure the Light {fot} 
feared not to thew my Gofpel ro any)... 


the Gulp pot where Clrift was named, left. 
fhoutd , 
— Rom. 15 20 } 
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291. In my preaching, I have really beeu 
inpain, and: have, as ic were, travelled ¢9 
bring forch Children to God, neither could! 
be: tatisGed, unlefs {ome truits did app:ar in 
my Work: Hd were. fruitless, ic. matceved 
not who comtended: me; bur if Ef were: 
fruitful, £ cared. not who did condemna. I 
have thought of that, £0, Children ave an 
Heritage ‘of the Lord; and the feat of the 
‘Wend is bis reward. «As Arrows in the hand 
If amighty-Afion, [o are Chil ren of the Youth. 
Happy as the Aan that hath filled bis Quiver 
Ae of thems; they {ball not be afbumed, but they 
fall {peak with the Exemses 12 the Gate, Pial. 
137. 3, 4,5. tee | | 
i nag it pleaf:d me nothing to lee people. 
“ink in Opinions, if they {cemed ignorant 
ol Jzfus Chiift, and the worth of theic own 
‘Salva:ian, found convition for Sin, efpecial. — 
‘W for Ubelief, and an heart fet on fire to be 
‘faved by Chrift, with ftrong breathings after 
iatculy fanctified Soul: That it-was that de- 
‘lighted me; thofe were the Souls # counted 
bleffed., | Tt 
“293, But in this Work, as in all other, I 
‘had my (emptaiions attesding me, and that 
oO divers kinds, as {Gmierimes I fhould be af- 
fauleed with great difcouragement therein; — 
fearing thacl fiould not be able to fpeak : 
WOE 
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word at allto edification. ; nay, that | fhoald | 
not be able to {peak fenle irre the People; 
 at.which times IL fhould: have fuch. a: firange - 
fainenefs and. ftrengtblefaess . {eizs. upon my - 
bedy, thar. my Jegs baye fcarce be¢o able tg: 
carry me.tothe place of Brercife, . 2. 
294. Sometimes. again, when I Lave sn 3 
preaching, I have been violently affaulied. - 
with thoughts of .Blafphemy, .and firqnge - 
tempted: tafpeak che words with nay mouth. - 
before the Congregutiov. ‘| havealfo.at fom - 
time, even when fF. have begun to [peak he - 
Word with much eleatuels, evidence, a | 
liberty of {peech, yet. been. before the cn. - 
_ ing of that Opportunity, fo blinded, and¢lo 
_eftranged: from the things I have been fpeak-- 
ing, and have .alfo ‘been fo Qrained.in mp - 
{peech, astourterance before the people, that - 
_ Thave been -as if J-had not known or te : 
membred what | have been about, or asi. 
my. -head had -been ia a bag all the cime oft 
the Exercife.- ©: oo 3 
295. Again, when-at. fometimes Ihave. 
been about to preach upon fome fmart and+ 
-fearching portion of the word, I have found — 
the Tempter. fuggeli, what! Wilkyou Preah 
this? This condemns your-{elf, of .tbis.your sod 
Soul ts guslty; wherefore preach mot. of. ita 
all, or tf youdo, yet [o mince it, as tomake "y 
hi je! 
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for your own efcape? left inflead: of amakening 
thers, you lay that guilt upon your even Soul, 
wyouwill never ger from andy. ~ |. 

-296. Bur, I thank tbe Lord, I have been 
cept from confenting to thefe fo horrid fug- 
1eltions, and have rather, as Sawp(on, bow- — 
‘dmy felf.with all my might to condemn 
sin and Tranfpreflson, where ever I found 
t, yea though therein alfo I did bring guile” 
jpon my own Confcicr.ce; Let me dte,thoughe 

5 with the Philiflians, Fudg. 16. 29,70. ta- 
her then -deal corruptly -with the blefled 
Word, af God ; Thos ibat teachet another, 
tacheft. thaw not thy felf? Ic is tar beter chat 
hou do judge thy felf, even by preaching | 
dainly unto others, then that thou, co fave 
hy felf, imprifon the Truth io Unrighteoul- 
ieee be God for his help alfo in 
DIS. ae eee: ; Boe Oa ee 
» 297. Lhave alfo, while found in this blef- 
td work of Chrift, been often rempted to 
tide and lifting up of Heart; and though 
dare not fay, I have not been affected with 

‘his, yee truly.the Lord of bis precious mer- 

y hath fo carried tt towards me, ‘that for 

‘ne moft part Ihave had but {mall joy to 

ive-way to fucha thing: For it bath been 

ay .every days portion to let into’ the evil 

f my own Heart,and ftill made.to fee {uch a 

a 4 a - mul- 
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a multicude of Corruptions and Infirmite: 
therein, chat it hath caufed hanging dom 
of the head under: all my Gifts and Attain 
ments; | have fele this Thorn in che Fieb 
(2. Gor. 12 8, 9.) the very Mercy of God'to. 


298. I have had alfo tagether wich this 
fome notable place or other of rhe word pie. 
fented before me, which word hath comam 
ed in ic fome fharp -and piercing Sentence: 
concerning. the perifhing of the Soul, ae. 
withftanding gifts and parts; as for ieftant,. 
that hath beerof: great ule into me, Tha 
I fpeak. with the Tongue of Men and Ang, 
and have not Charity, 1 am become as found. 
brafs,. and a tinkling Cymbal, t Cor. 23. 1,3 

299. A tinkling Cymbal, ‘ts an Jaftrumes 
of Mufick with which a skilful Player as 
make fuch melodious and heart-inflamig 
Mufics, that all was hear him play, @ 
fearcely hold from dancing; and yer behold, 
the Cymbal hath not Life, neither comes tht 
Malick from tt, but becaufe of the Art cf him 
-that plays therewith, fo chen the Inftcumen 
at laft may comé to naught and perifb, thoug) 
in. times paft fuch Mufick hath been mat 
upon ict. | ee eee 

300. Juft thus, Tfaw, it was and will t 
with them wio have Gifts, but want favint 

ae rn re -Gract 
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Grace; they are in the hand of Chrift, as 
the Cymbal iu the hand of Devid; and as 
Dsdid could: with the Cymval make that 
Mirth in che Service of God, as co Elevaie 
thehearts of the Worthippers, fo Chrift can 
ule thefe.-gifted men, as with them to affe& 
the Souls of his People in his Churchy yet 
when he hath done all, hang them by,.as 
litelefs, though founding Cymbals. 

' 201. This confideration therefore, toge- — 
gether wich fom others, were, for the moft 
part, as a Maul on the. head of Piade, and 
‘dcire of vain Glory: What, though 
hall be proud becaufe I am a founding Brafs2 
tsitfo much tobe s Frdale ? Hath not the 
‘taf Creature that bath life, more of God in 
‘t than thefe? Befides, | knew “tras Love 
‘baald never dee, but thefe mult. ceale and va- 
atm: -$o I concluded, a littie Grace, alicele 
Love, a little of che rue Fearot God is bee- 
-et than all chefe Gifts: Yea, and’ kam fully 
sonvinced of ic, that it is pcflible for Souls 
hat can fearce give a man an Anfwer, but 
with great confufton aseto meiltod, Ifay, it 
4 poltle for them to have athoufand times 
more Grace, and fo to be more in the love 
id favour of the Lord, than fome who by 
rertue of che gi't of.'Knouledge, candecliver - 
bem(clyes like: Angels, oa F 

7 302. Thus 
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. 302. Thus therefore 1 came to perctive, 
that though. gifts in shemfelves were good | 
tothe thing fer which they are defigned, to - 
wis, the Edificition of others, yecempty and . 
without power 10 fave the Soul of fin tha ; 
hath them, if they be alome: Neither are 
they, asfo any fign of a manus ftate to be hap 
py, being-only a difpenfation of Gad to foi : 
of whofe improvement or non-improvement . 
they muft when. a little love: more is ove, - 
give an account to. him thacis ready to judi 
thequick ardthe dead. = (ke 
393. This thewed me too, thar gifcs belt . 
alone, were dangerous, notin themfelve, 
but becaufe of thofe evals that attemd them - 
that havechem, cowit, pride, defire of vait ' 
_ glory, (elf conceit, doe. all which were eal 
ly blown. up at the appiaufe and. commer 
dation of every.unadvifed Chriftian, to the. 
endangering of :a poor Crearure to -fall igo 
the condemnation of the Devil. | 
304. I faw therefore that he thar hath 
gifts, had necd-be let into a fight of ‘the » 
tureof them, to-wit, that chey come thortdl 
making of him to be in acruly faved cont 
tion, Ieft be reff in them, and fo falk fhor 
of the Grace of God.‘ a, 
205. He hath alfo caule. to walk hum} 
with God, and be little'in his own Eyes, aud 


= wy 
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fo remmber,witha), chat his Gifts are not 
his own, bur the Churches, and that by them 
he is made a Servant tothe Church, and he 
muft alfo give at la{t an account of his Srew- 
ardthip unto the Lord Jefus, and to give a 
good account,- will be a: blefled ching / 
306. Let all, men.therefore péize a little 
win the fear of the Lord, ( Gifts indeed are 
dcfirable ) bug yet great Grace and {mall 
gifts are better then great gifts arid no Grace. 
Ie doth not, fay, the Losd gives: Gifts ‘and 
Glory, butthe Lord gives.Graceand Glory! 
and blefied is {uch ap ones. to' whom ‘the 
Lord gives Grace, crue Grace, for that is a 
ctttain forerunner of Glory. - -- Hoge = 
307. But when Satan perceived chat. his 
‘this cempting and aflaulting. of me. would 
“not anfwer lus defign; to-wit, to overthrow 
my Miniftry, and make: ic inefle&tual: as to 
the ends thereof: Then .be tryed: another 
iway . which was:.to ftic up ‘the minds of the 
ignorant,.and malicious, to: load mae. with 
‘Wanders and rcproaches ; now therefore I may 
‘fay, That-waac.the Devil could. devife, and. 
‘his-inftruments iavent, . wassmhirled upcand 
down the Country againft me, thinking, ‘as 
T faid, that-by chat meansthey fhould make 
my Miniftry co be abandoned. =. 


~ 
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308 Ie began cherefore ro be rumoured il} 
and down among the People, that i qasagm 
ge a Jefuit, a High way man, and the 
ike. : _ ) it 
309. Toall which, 1 fhall only fay, Goby: 
knows that I am innocent. - Bur as for midéy: 
acculers, let chem provide themfel ves to meet“ 
me before the Tribunal of the Son of God, 3 
there to anfwer fer ail thefe things-(with: 
all the reft of their Iniquities) unlels Gad: 
thal! give them Repentance forthem, for the: 
which I pray: with alimy hear, 
$80. Bic tharwhich was reported wich the : 
_ boldeft confidence, was, that thadmv Mifa, * 
my Whores, my Baflards, yea, two Wroa a | 
ome, and the like. Now thefe landers ; 
(with the other) Lglory in, becaule bur flan" 
ders, foolifh, or knavifh lies, and -falfiods f 
caft upon me by the Devil and his Seed, dil" 
fhould I. not be deale with ‘thus ‘wickedly bf | 
the world, I dhould want one fign of a Saint, - 
and: Ghild..of God,.Blefi-d are you {iaid |: 
the Lord Jefus) shen wen Sbail reviie you a? 
Perfecuse you, awa ‘[ball fay albweazncr of el | 
of you falely for wey take, vejoyce and: be exceed ™ 
ing glad, for great is your reward tn Fleavea; * 
for [a perfecuted they the Prophets which wat 
before you, Mat.§.18 2° wf 
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318. Thefe things therefore upon mine 
own account trouble me nor, no, theugh 
they were twenty times more than they are, 
[ have a good Confcience, and whereas they 
peak evil of me, as an evil doer, they thall 
te.afhamed that falfely accufe my good Con- 
.exfation in Chrift. 
4342. So then, what fall fay to thole 
that bave thus befpattered me? Shall Ithrea- 
‘tea them ?- Shall t chide chem? Shall I fae- 
jot thena 7, Shajl{ entreat them to hold their 
‘Tongues, ‘no; notl, were. it not for that 
ithele things make them sipe-for damnation 
»that are the Authors and Abettors, | would 
“Gy unto them ; Report tt? Becaule ‘cwill i in- 
spreafe my Glory. | 
itt Therefore 1 bind chef lies and flan- 
efs.to me asen orpamenr, it: belongs to my. 
geen Profeffion, to. be vilifyed, Gander- 
td, reproached, and reviled; and fince alk 


“his is nothing elfe, as-my God and my.Con 


sleience do beat me witnels: J ‘tejoyce in re- 
mee for Chrifts fake. -.' - 
> galt I alfo calling all tole fools; orknaves 

that: have thuis:made it any thing of their 
wae ‘0 affirm: any of the -chings afore. 
famed of me,-namely, that J have been 
“naughe with: ores: Wamen, or the lite. 
When = haye utd £0 the utmoft of their 
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eqdeavours, and made the fulicit. eaqitity 

that they can to prove agaiaft: me truly} 
that there is any Woman in Heaven, o 
Eirth, or Hell, that can fay, chae J haveat. 
any: dme in any place, by day or night, 6: 
Much.as attempted to be naught with chem, : 
and {peak I thus, to beg mine Enennes.tno: 
a good efteem of me': No, not Z: I wilk fh 
this beg belief of: no-man:-believe, or. dil: 
believe me in:this, all isa cafe tome... 
315. My. Foes: have mift their mark 
this cheir footing’ maet.<d anrnoc the ma, 
I wifh chat shey ‘themnfelves- be: guileels, if 

all rhe Fornicarorsand:-Adulterers in Englan 
were hane’d by the Neck till they be dead, 
Joba Bunyan, the obj:& of thew Envy, would 

be ftill alive and weil? J know: not where: 
there be fuch a thing a¢.a Women breath 
ing under the Copes of «hte .whdle -Heavth): 
but by their Apparel, tleir Ghiktren, or by: 

commen Fame, except my Wile. — : 
3346. And. in this 7 admire :ttic vwifdom) 
of God, that he made. me thie: of .womet, 
from my :firft Converfion unal now. Tholt’ 
know, and can alfo bear. me. witnefs, wit 
whom s -have been moft intimately coo” 
cerned, that it is a rare thing to fee me carry} 
it Bleafant towards a: woman; the commof, 
Salutation of .woman ‘Liabkor, ’nis odio 
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tome in- whomfoever 1 {ee ic. Their | 
Company alone’ I cannot away with. If 
feldo.n {o much as touch a Womans Hand, 
forI think thefe chinzs are not fo becom- 
ing me.. When | have feen good Men fa- 
late chofe Womenthar they have viftced, 
or that have vifited them, I have at times. 
made-my Objection againft it, and when 
they have anfwered that it was buta picce 
af Civility, ] have told chem ic.is not a 
comely fight: Some indeed have urged 
be’ holy ‘kifs, buc then.1 bave asked why 
hey made baulks, why they did falute the 
noft handfom, and let the ill favored x0, 
hus how laudable foever fuch things have 
xen in the: Eyes of .vthers, they - have 
‘¥en unfeemly in my fight. a 

. 317. And sow for a wind up. in-this 
patter, I calling not only Men, but, An- 
“Ws to prove me feilty of having carnally 
“0 do with any Woman fave my Wife, 
(or am [afraid to do it a fecond time, 
Rowing that it tannot offend the Lord in 
ach cafe, to call God for a Record up- 
& my Soul thatin-thefe thingsI am inno. 
fat. “Nor that J have been thus kept be- 
‘aufe of any goodnefs ia me, more than 
“any other, but God has been merciful 
“2 me and bas kept me, to whom | pray . 
SA tha 
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that he will keep me ftiil, not only from 
this but from every. evil way and work; and- 
preferve me to his Heavenly Kingdom. 
Amen. ge. ee 
~ 318. Nowas Satan laboured by reproach: 
esand flandersto make me vile among my 
Country men, that, if poflible, my preact- 
ing might be made of none effe&, fo there 
was added hereto a long and tedious Im- 
prifonment, that thereby. I might be fright- 
ed from my_ Service ior. Chrift, and the 
World terrified, and. made afraid, to hear 
me preach, ef which I fhall in the next 
place give you a brief account. . 


ae 
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319. Aving made profeffion of the 
“ “ FO] Glorious Gofpel of Chiff a long 
time, and preached. the fame about fit 
years; I was apprehended at a. Meeting 

good People inthe Country, (among whot 
had they Jet me alone, I fhould have prea 
_ed that day, bur they took me away ftom 
‘amongft them) and had me before a }t 
{tices who after I had offered fecurity : 
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my appearing ar’ the nexe Seflions, yet com- 
mitted me, becaufe-my Sureties would noe 
co vearte be bound that I fhould preach no 
more ca fhe pecs, a 
— Bac, AL the Seitions aleer, I was Indif&ted 
for aun Uscoulder acd Maintainer of Un- 
‘lawiul AffemSies and. Conventcles, and 
for not Confirming to the National Wor- 
ftip of the Church of Evgland; and after - 
~fome Conference there with the Jultices, 
they taking’my plain, dealing wich them 
for a GoniefYon, as they termed jit,.of the 
Andi ment, did Sentence me to perpetual ba- 
mifbment, beca:s¢ I refijed 10 Conform. $o 
being again delivered up to the Goalers 
hands, } was bad homero Prifon, and there 
have lain nov compieat twelve yeats, wait. 
fag to fee what God wil fufer mele men 
todo with mie a 
321. In which condiucn | have continu- 
¢d-with much content throygh Grace, bue 
Rave met with many turnings and goings 
“upon my Heart, bob from the Lord, S2- 
“tan, and my own Corruptions; bv all 
“which. (glory be to.Jefus Chirft) U have alfo 
“fecerved, amoug maany things, much Con- 
“MQton, Inftru€tion, and Undeiflanding, of 
~Which at large I: thall not here difcour{e ; 
“Only, give you. ina hint or two, a word | 
re oe ss thae 


on 
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that may Rit'up the Godly to ble{s God, and 
to pray for me; and allo to take encourage. 
ment, fhould the cafe be cheir own, Nott - 
fear what Man candountothem  — 
322. Tnever had in all my life fo great , 
an ia-let into the Word of God as now: . 
Them Scriptures that] faw nothing in before, . 
are made in chis place and -ftate to fhine up-« 
on me; Jefus Chrift alfo was never. more 
real and apparent then now; here I hare , 
feen him and felt him indeed; O that word, 
VWVe have not preached unto you cunningly, de: 
wifed Fables, 2 Pét. 1.16. And that, Ged 
rated Chit from the Dead; and gave him 
Glory, that your Faith and Hope wight bein 
God, 1 Pet.1.2. were bleffled Words unto 
mein this my imprifoned Condition. = 
323. Thefe three or four Scriptures al. 
fo have -been: great refrefhment, in chs | 
condition, to me? Fobn- 14. 1, 2, 3,4. 
Fohn 16. 23. Col. 3.3, 4. Hed. 12. 22, 23; 
24. So that fometimes, when I have been 
in the favour of them, I have been able to 
Jaugh at Deftru&tion, and to fear netther the. 
Hor{e, nor his Rider. Ihave had {weet fight 
of the forgivenefs of my Sins in this place, 
and of my being with Jefus in another 
World : O the Mount of Ston, the Heavenly 
Ferafalem, the innumerghle Company of od 
~ | gels, 


~ 
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gels, and God ihe Fudge of all, ana the Sparits 
of Jus Men made perfect, and Fefus, have 
beep {weet unto me in this place : 1 have feen’ 
that here, that lam perfwaded 1 fhali never, 
while in this World be able to exprels; I 
have feen a Truth in that Scripture, Whom 
having not feen, yet loves 17 whew, thouek 
now you fee him not yet belrecing, yet rejoyce 
“ joy an{peakable, ana fall of Glory. « Pew. 
324. I never knew what it was for God to 


Rand by me at all curns, and at every offer 


of Saran co affi& me, Ge. as IT have found 


‘him fince [came fn hither;: for look how 
fears have reprefented themfelves, fo have 
-fupports and. encouragements; yea, when [ 
-have farted, even as it were, at nothing elfe 
but my fhadow, yet God, as being very ten- 


der of me; hath not fuffered me to be mo- 


-Iefted, but would -wich one Scripture or ano- 
. ther Arengchen me againftall ? Iofomuch thar 
: Thave otten faid, Were tt lawful, I could pray 
_ for greater trouble, for the greater comforts fake, 
- Ecch 7. 14;. 2 Cor, t. §. 


~ 


325. Before 1 came to Prion, I faw 
what was a coming, and had efpecialiy 
two Canfiderations warm upon my heart: 
the firft was, how co a CO eilcounter 


Death, 
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Death, fhould that be kere my Portion. 
For the firft of thefe, that Scripture, Col. 1. 
II. was great information to mé¢, namely, 
to pray to God to be flrengthned with all might, 
actordiwg to his glorious Power, unto allps- 
tience and. long-[uffering with joyfulnef; \ 
could feldom go to Prayer before | was 
imprifoned, bur not” for -fo little as a year 
together, this Sentence or {weer Petition, 
would, as ie were, thruft ic {elf into mly 
mind, and per{wade me, that if .everl 
would go thorow long fuffering, J miuft have 
all patience,: efpecially if 1 would endure it 
joyfully... 6 
326. As to the: fecond Confideration , 
that Saying, (3 Gor. 1. ¢.) was of great ule: 
— unto me, But we had the pentence of Death tn 
our felves, that we might not truft in our felve, 
but in God that raifeth the Dead: By this 
Scripture I- was made to {ce, that if- ever] 
would fuffer rightly, I muft firft pafs a feo 
tence of Death upon. every thing, that cin 
properly be called a thing of this Life, even 
co reckon my felf, my Wife,. my Children, : 
my Health, my Enjoyments, and all, as dead ' 
to me, and my {elf asdead tothem: = 
329. The fecond was, to live.upon Gal | 
_ thae is invifible 3 as Pas! faid in another] 
place, The way not to faint, is to look mj 
an , es at 
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at the-things that ave jeen, but at the things — 
thar are not feen, for the things thar aré {een 
ave temporal, Lut the thirgs that are not {een, 
they ave eternal: Aud thus I ‘reafoned with. 
cay (elf,-if I provide only for a Prifon, then’ 
che Whip comes at unawares; and fo dorh 
alfo the Pilory: Again, if 1 provide only 
Jor thele, thes Iam not fit for’ banifhment; 
carther, if I corclude: that banifhmeae is the 
worft, ‘thea if. Dedth come, | am turprized ¢ 
“othat Te the beft way to go: thorow fuf- 
_ierings 1s to traft in God through Cait, as 
-ouching the: World to-come; and as touch- 
“ing this World, ‘to count the Grave my Floufe, 
Lo make my Bedin‘Darkref, tofay'to Corrup- 
Kon, Thou art wy Father, and to the Worm, 
‘Thou ‘art my Mothr ana Sifter! That isto 
“famniliarize thefethirgs t@ime.  ” - 
- 328. Bur. notwithfsading - thet. helps, 
J tound my felf'a Mas, and comipafled - 
swith «lofirmices ; the patting with- my. 
Wife and poor. Children hath often -Heen 
.to- me in: this place, as the pulling the 
Fiefh from my Bones; and that not only 
_becaufe I atn fomewhat™ too, too’ fond -of 
“ thefe great Mercies, -butalfo’ becaufe Ithould 
have often brought -to my-mind the many 
—hardfhips, -mifertes and wants that my 
_ poor Family was like : met with, fhould 
| ie | 
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I beraken from them, efpectally my poor blind 
Child, ‘who lay nearer my hearc thenall! 
had befides ; O the thoughts of the hardthip, 
Ithoughe my blind. ove mightgo under, | 
would break my heart to picces. | | 

329. Poor Child! Theughte'l, what for 
row art thou like te have for chy Portjonin 
this World?. Thou muft be beaten, mut: 
beg, fuffer hunger, cold, nakednels, ard:a 
thoufand Calamities, though 1 cannot 097 
endure the Wind fhould blow upo:i thee : | 
yet recalling my felf, choyghc}, I muft ven 
ture you all with God, though it geeth to. 
the quick to-leave you; O, I fawn this co- 
dition, I was asa Man who was pulling down : 
his Houfe upon the Head of- his Wife and 
Children ; yee. thought J, I muft do it,! 
muft do ie: And now I thovght of thofe tm 
Mulch Kine that were to carry the Ark of Ge 
Pio. another Country, and to leave thar Calo 
behind them, 1 Sam.6.10,11,12, 

330. But chat which helped me in this 
temptation, was divers confidtrations, ‘0! 
which three in {pecial here | will name; 
_ the firft was, the confideration of thofe ro 
Scriptures, Leave ‘thy . Facherlef Chitdven, | 
will preferve them algcve, and let thy Wid 
Jtrut im we: And again, The Lord {aid, i 
ot. 9 . | | ny 


- 
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rilyat foall go well with thy Remnant, verily, 
Trill canfe the Enemy to entreat thee well in. 
the time of evil, 8c. Jer. 4g. a1. Chap..15. 
Tdi : 
_ 931. I had alfo this: confideration, that 
if L thouldsnow venture all for God, F en- 
gaged God to take care of my concern. 
‘ments; ‘but it 1. forfook him and his ways. 
for fear of any trouble that fhould come 
‘téme or mine; then I fhould not only fal- 
fife my profeffion, but fhould count alfo 
“that. my Concernments were not fo fure, 
‘if left ac Gods feet, whilft I food to and 
“for bis Name, as they would be if they. 
‘were under my own care though withthe 
denial of the way of God. This was a_ 
‘{marcing confideration, and .was as Spurs 
“wnto my Flefh: That Scriprure alfo great- 
-ly helped ic to fafteT the more upon me, 
‘where Chrift prays againit Judas, that wod | 
would. dilappoint him in all his felfith : 
thoughts, which moved him to. fell his: 
‘Mafter.: Pray read it. foberly, P/al. y09. 
. 6, 7s 8, Cre. — | 
| 332 I had alfo another. Confideration, 
and that~.was, The dread of the Tormenis . 
of Hell, which I was fure they miift par. 
take of, that for fear of the Crofs do fhrink 
from their Pro‘eflion of Chrift; his Word’ 
| <3 a HS. and 
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and Laws before the Sons of -Men: I thought — 
alfo of the Glory that he had prepared for 
thofe that in Faith, and Love, and Patience 
ftood to his ways before them. ‘Thefe things, 
Hay, have helped. me,'when the thoughts 
of the mifery that both my felf and mine, | 
might, for the fake of my pro‘éffion, be ex- 
— ‘pofed to, hath plain pinching on. my Mind 
» 333.. When [have indeed conceited tha 
! might be banifhed for my Profeffion, ch 
i have thought of that Scripture, They were 
floned, they were fawn afunder, were tempted, 
mre flatn with the Swords they wandred | 
Gout in Sheep-Skins, and Goat-Skins, being 
aefictute,- affted, tormented, of whom the - 
World was not worthy, forall they thought « 
they were too bad to’ dwell and abide a- 
mongft them. I have alfo thought of: that — 
faying; The Holy Gho&t witneffeth in. every 
 Gityy that Bonds and Afflidtions abide me; | 
have verily thought, that my Soul and it, 
have fometimes teafoned about the fore 
and fad Eftate ofa Baitithed and Eniled 
Condition, how ‘they. are expofed- to Hun: , 
ger, co Cold, to Perils, tq Nakedne(s, to. 
Enemies, and a thonfand Calamities; and 
at laft it may be to die ina Ditech, like a - 
poor, forlorn ‘and: defolate Sheep. chek 


g 


tothe Chief of: Sinners. . 169 
thank God. hitherto I have not been mo- 
ved by thefe molt delicate reafonings,but have: 
eae by them more approved my Heart to 
Go 1 a 2 ore Te Be e 


- 334. I mill tell yon of ‘a prety buline's aL 
mai once abovtall the ref, in awery [ad and 
low. Condition for wany Weeks at which time 


alfa [being but a young Perifoner,’ and not ac- 
guainted with the Laws, had this lay wnuich upon 


weeStirit. That my Inprifonment might end 


‘at ths Gallews. tor ought that T could tells now 
_ therefore Satan latd bard’ at we10 bear we out 
“of heart; my {ugeefling thas unto P-, But how - 
tf when wecome indeed to elie, yor fhould be ta- 


_ this Conditions that is; as‘not to fawaur the 


_ your Soul for a better: fisee hereafter? ¥for in- 
| deed at that time all the thing’ of Goa ‘weve bid. 
| from my Soul.) i ia | 


, = 


335. Wherefore wien Tat fit. began to 


think of this, it was of a great troutle to me: for 


* [thought with my jelf. that inthe Condition I 


| mow was in, F was wot fit to diz, wether indeed 
* dtd think I couldif E fhould becalled to yt: Be- 
* fides, I thought with my felf, sf 1 frouldmakea 
' forambling {bsft to clamber ap the Ladder, yet 


T fhould esther with qaaking or other {ymptowrs 
of fatnting give occafion to theE-nemy torefroach: 


the Way of God end bis People, for their Timo- 


rou wefss 
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ronfine|s. This therefore lay with great trouble 
upon wet, for wethought I was afbamed to ate 
with a pale Face, and lattering Knees, for {uch 
a Cafe as this. re re 
336. Wherefore Tpray'd 10 God that be would , 
comfort me,and give me fivength todo and fuffer' 
what be fooula call me to, yet x0 cowsfort ap- 
pear'd, all continued hid: I was allo -at thie 
tsme fo really pofftlfed wieh the thought of death — 
that-oft Iwas as sf Iwzs ona — : 
Rope absut my Neck; only thes was fome ER- 
couragement ta me, [ thought I wight nom have 
42 oppartumty te {peak my laft words. to a Mul. 
titude which I thorght would come to (ce me dee; 
and thought [, sf tt muft be jo, if God will but - 
convert one Soul by my very laft words, F fbak.3 
wor count my Life thrown away, nor lof 
337. Bur yer all the chirgs of God were 
kept out of my figh:, and ftill che Femprer 
followed me with, But whether wust you go | 
mben you die? What will become of you Where | 
will you be found in another World? What ew- - 
dense have you far Heaven and Glory, and an. 
inheritance among them that are fanttified? 
Thus 1 was tofled for many Weeks, and 
knew not what to do; at, laft this confide. - 
ration fell wish weight upon me, That it was 
for the word and way of God that I was in thy 
Condition, wherefore I was engaged not ta flinch 
ai bates breadth from tty 9 ooo.j. 338 I 


10 the Chief of Sinners. x74 


: 338. F thought alio, chat God mighe 


Choofe whether be wetld give me comfore 
now, or atthe hour of Death; bur I 
might not therefore chcoe whether 1 would 


; hold my Prefeffion or no. I was bound, but 


* he was free, yea *cwas my Dury to fland to 


’ 


' his Word, wherher“he would ever look 
| upon me or fave me at laft: Wherefore 


thovughy I, fave the point being thus. Tam 


~ fOv.going on, and venturing my E-ernal 
 Scate with Chrift, whether J have comfo;: 


here orno? ii God doth not,come in , 


thought I, 2 will leap off the. Ladder cows | 
. blindfold énto Exernity , fink or frtm, come 
. Heaven, come Hell, Lord Fe{us, if thou. wilt 


4 


catch we, dos if not I will venture for thy . 


_ Naw 


/~ $39. F was no fooner fixed upon- this Re. 


- folution, but ‘thae word dropt upon ‘me, 
» Doth Fob ferve God fir nought! As if the 
’ Accufer had faid Lord, 7ob is no upright 


» Man, he ferves thee for By-Refpeéts ; Haft 


. thou not made an Hege about him, &c. but 


put forth now thine Hand, and touch all that 
: be bath, and he will curfé thee'te thy Fate. 
- How now, thought I, is this the fign of an 
- uptight Soul, to defire to ferve God when 


all is taken from him? ishe a godlyMan that 
will ferve God for nothing rather than give 
ee OtiL 
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out Bleffed be God; Then [hope Ihave . 


an upright Heart, for I'am refolved (Gol 


giving me (trength) never ‘to deny my Pro; 
feffion, though I have.nothing at all formy | 
Pains; and as I.was thus confidering, that | 
— was fer before me, Pfal. 44.12. © 


C. 


gts 


( 


on 


940. Now was my Heart full of comfort, | 


for Incped it was ficcere; I wou'd not have - 
been without this Tryal,.for much; lam | 
comforted every time 1 think of it, andl. . 


hope 1 fhall blefs God for ever for the teach- — 
ing [have had by it. Many more of the — 
dealings of God towards me, I might relate. | 
Bat thefe oat of the SHorls won1n Battel have 
I dedicated to maintain the Houle of God, t i 


_ Chron, 26. 27. 


THE CONCLUSION: - 


NE all the Temprations, that ever 1 


: / met with in my Lite, to queftion 
the Being of God and Truth of his Goel, 
is the worft, and worft to be born; when 


this Temptation comes, it takes away my 
girdle from me, and removeth the Fouu-; 


dation from undér. me: O,dhaye often! 


‘thonoht . 
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‘thought of chat word; lave your Lovas girt 
about with Truth 5 and ‘ot. thar, When the 


- Foundations are deflroyed, what can the Righte- 


ous do a 


-2. Sometimes, when afrer. fin committed, | 


os have looked for - fore Chaftifement tom 


the Hard of God, the very next that I have 


“had from him: hath’been the di’ cavery of 
his Grace. Somecimes, when I have been 


comforted, I have cal! 'ed my. {elf a Fool for. 


-my fo inking: ‘under ¢rotable.- And chen.a- 

aiti'when Phave bees caft down, I thoughe 
sl not wife to pive: fich way to comfort. 
~ With foch ftrength and’ ween: have both 
.thefe been upon me. | * 


3. [have wondred fonch at this anexhines | 


“thar though Goddoth ‘vifit i ay Soul with ne- 
wer fo blefled 4 difcovery o himfelf, yer I 
_ have found again, that‘{uch hours have at- 
“tended ‘me afterwards, tbat. have-been in 
my Spirit fo filled with darknefs, that Fcould 
not fo much as once conceive, what -that 
God, and that comfort was, with . waich t 
bave Been reftethed. ° - 

4. I have fometimes fetn more in a Line 
of the Bible, then I could well tell how (0 


ftand under, and yet at another time the 


whole Bible -hath been to mie as dry as 4 


Bick 3 OF rather my. Heéare bath been fo - 


dead 
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dead and dry unto tt, that I could not con- 
ceive the leaft dram. of Refrefhment, tho’: 
I have lnok’c it all over. | 
5. Of all fears, they are beft chat are - 
mace by the. Blood of Chiift; and of all , 
Joy, that is the (weereft thac is mixt with — 
mourning over Chrift: Oh! *tis@ goodiy 
thing to be on our krees with Chrift in our 
Arras, before God. I hope 1 know fome- 
thing of thele things } 
6. 1 find to this day feven Abominati- | 


ons in my Heare ; & Jaclining to Unbe- 
lief. 2. Suddenly co forger the Love and 
- Mercy chat Chrift manifefteth. 3..A leam 
ing to the Works: of the Law. 4.. Wan 
_drings-and coldnefs in Prayer. 5. To for- , 
get to Watch for that I pray for. 6. Apr 
, to murmur becaufe' 1] have no more,. and 
yer ready to abufe what I have. 7. I can | 
co none of thofe things which God com. — 
mands, mae, buc my. Corryptions will thruft | 
in themfelves. When I would do good, 
Eviits prefent withme = > 
7. Thefe things I continually. fee and | 
feci, and am afflitted. and. opprefied with, © 
yer the Wifdom of God doth order them 
for my good.. .. They make me abhor 
my {elf 2. They keep me from trufting 
roy Hearc. 3, They convince me of che - 
oe  Infugi- 


, 
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Fnfufficiency of .all inherent. Righteoufnels. 
. They thew me the Nceeffiry of flying to 


Vetus gs. They prefs me to pray.unto Ged. 


6. They thew me the need I have to watch and 


“be fober. 7. And provoke me to pray unto. 


' God through Chriftto help me and carry — 
' me. through this World. 5 ; 


The Continuation of Mr. Bunyan’s Life ; 


Beginning where he left off, and cone. 
cluding with the time and manner of 
his Death and Burial; together with | 


bis True Charaéter, &c. 


( 


WD Etder, The psinful and induftrious 


Author of this Book, has already gi- 


ven you a faithful and — moving Rela- 
‘tion, of the beginning and 


middle of the 


- days of his Pilgrimage on Exrth, and fince 
! there yet remains f&mewhat worthy of No- 


tice and Regard, which occurt’d in the laft 


’ Scene of his Life; the which for want of 
‘ time: or fear; fume over cenforious Prople: 
“ fhould impure itto him, as an Earncft.co- 


‘ yering of praife from Men; he has rot Jefe 


' 
’ 
1 


behind him in writing: Wherefore as a 
| ee t oo ue 
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true Friend, and long acquaintance of Mr, 


ve 


{ 


la 


Bunyans, that his good end may be known . 


as wellas his evil begining, I have taken 
upoh me for my kuoowledse, and: the belt 


ry 


Account given sby other of his Friends, to _ 
Piece’ this to the Thread, tco foon broke : 
cif, and fo lengthen it out--to his entering — 


upon Eternity. : 

‘He has told you - at Jarge, ef- his. Birth 
and Education; the-evil Habiis and Cor: 
rupions af bis youth; che Temaptations he 
firugaied, and confligted fo frequentiy-with, 


“tbe, Mercies, Comferts, and _Deliverances 


he fousds how he came to take upon him 
the preaching of the Golpel; che Slanders, 
Rep:oches and Imprifonmenrs that-atrend- 
ed hist, and the progrefs he notwithftand- 
ing niide (by the affiftance of Gods Grace) 
no svt co the faving of many. Souls’ 


i 


Phcreore take thefe. things as he himfelf — 


has methodically jaid them down in the 

wordsof verity; and fal pafson, asto what 

remains. Be en 
After his being freed from his- Tewelve 


years Imp:ifonment and upwards, for Non- ' 


conformity: wherein he had time to furnifh 
the World with fundry goed Backs, eve. 
and by his patierce, to move Dr. Barlow 
the then Bifhop of Liscolz, and_ other 


4 
4 


Church- - 


- + to the Chief of Sinners. = 177 
Church-men, to pity his: hard ‘and unreas 
{onable fufferings, fo far as to (tand very 
much his Friends, in proturing bis-Eslarge- 
ment; or there perhaps he had died, by 
the Noyfomnefs and ill Ufage of the Place. 
Being now-I fxy, again. at Liberty, and ha- 
ving thtough mercy fhaken off his bodily 
Fetrers ;. for thofe upon his Soul were broken 
before, by the Abounding: Grace that filled 
his. heart, he went to vific thofe that had 
been a comfore tohim id his Tribulation, 
with a-Chriftan-like. acknowledgment. of 
their kindnefs, «and enlargement of Charity s 
giving encouragement by his Example, it 
it happened to be their hafd haps, to fall in- 
to affli@ion or trouble, then to (uffer pati- 
ently for the epee a good Cenfcence, and 
_ tor the Love of Ged in Jefus Chrift, towards 
their Souls,-dndiby macy cordial’ perfwa-. 
fions, {upported  fome whofe Spirit Began to 
fink low, through the fear of danger that 
_threatned their worldly concernment, fo that 
the people found a wonderful Confolation in 


v 


his Difcourfe and Admonitions.° 

. . ‘As often as opportunity would admit, he 
‘Bather’d them together (though thé Law 
was then in. force .again{t Meerings). in con- 
venient places, and fed them with the fin- — 
cere Milk of the word, that they might grow 
| 2 @ up 
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up in Grace thereby. To fuch as were_an 
where taken and imprifon’d upon thefe Ac- 
counts, he made it another part of his buft- 
nefs, co extend his Charity, and gather Re- 
licf for {uch of them as wanted. - : 
- He took great care to vifir the Sick, and 
ftrengthen them againft the tuggeftions of the 
Tempter, which at fuch times are very pre- 
valent; fo thar they had Caufe for ever co 
blefs God,- who had put into his heart, at 
fuch a time, to re{cue them from the power 
of the Roaring Lyon, who fought to devour 
them; nor did he {pare any pains or labour 
in. Travel, though to Remote Counties, 
where he knew, or imagined any people might 
ftand in need of his Affitance, infomuch, 
that fome of thefe Vifications chat he made, 
which was two or three every year ({ome, 
though io a jeering manner no doubs, gave 
him the Epethite of Bifhep Banyan) whilft 
others envied him for his fo earneftly Jabour- 
ing in Chrift’s Vinyard, yet the Seed of the 

-Word (heall this while) fowed in the hearts 
of his Congregation; Watered with the 
' Grace of God; brought forth in abundance, 
2 oo?» Ditciples co the Church of 

ri | 


Another part of his. time he {pene in re. 
conciling differences, by which ‘he hiodred | 
oy Ba , | Many. 
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many. mifehiefs, and faved fome Families - 
‘from Ruine, and in fuch fallings out, he was 
‘uneafie till he found a means co labour a 
‘Reconciliation, and become a. peace-maker, 
‘on whom a Bieffing is promifed in Holy 
Writ, and indeed in doing this good Office, 
‘he may be faid to fum ‘up his days; it- being 
‘the laft undertaking of bis Li'c, as will ap. 
‘pear in the clofe‘of this Paper. ; | 
| When inthe late Reign, Liberty of Con-: 
‘{eience was unexpectedly given and indulged 
‘to Diffenters of al! Perfwafions; his piercing 
‘Wit penetrated the Veil, and found that it 
‘wasnot for the Diff:nters fake, they were 
‘fo fuddainlv freed from the hard Profecu- 
‘tions’that had Jong lain heavy upon them, 
and fet in a manner‘on an equal foot with 
‘the Church of England, which the .Papilts 
were undermioing, and about to fubyerc: 
‘he forefaw all the Advantages that could 
‘have redounded tothe Diflenters, would 
‘have been no more than what Poliphemus 
the Monftrous Giant of Sicily would have 
allow’d Ulyfes. viz: . That he would Eat - 
‘his Men firft, and.do bim the favour of be- 
‘fog Eaten laft,; for alchough Mr. Bunyan 
‘following the Examples cf others, did lay 
hold of this Liberty, as an acceprable thing 
| i , : : in 
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init feif, knswing God is che only Lord of’ 
Confcence, and’ chat it is good .at all times: 


to do according co the’ dictates of a good. 
Conicienee, -and that, the: Preaching... the 


glad | Tidings of the Gofpels beautiful in. 
the Preacher; yet in all.cbis~ be. maved - 
with. caution and a Holy fear, ¢arnefily’. 


praying for the averting impeadent jadg- : 
fey L -b ge “on 

mcears, wich he {aw like a:black Tempzft : 
hanging over our Heads, for our Sins, and 
ready-to breakapon tts, and that the Nint- 


vitesskkemedy:- was’ now highly neceffary : 


- Hereupon hé gachered his Congregation at 
‘ Bedford, where he moffly lived, and had li- 


ved, and bad fpent rhe greareft pare of bis: 


‘Life ;: and there being ‘no.convenient place 


to be frad for-the Entcrrainment.of ‘{o_great_ 
a Confluence of people as foilowed him, up- 


onthe Account ‘cf his Teashing, he con- 


fulted . witht thems for. Building: a .Meet- | 
ing Houfe sto which they made their Vo- - 


luorry Conmiburions, with all chearfuloes | 


and alacrity, dod«the fic dime: he ‘appeared - 
there to Edifie, the place was fothronged, that | 
many was conftrained co {tay without, though 
the Houle was very {pacious, every one ftri- 
ving to partake of his Inftru@ions, chat 
were of his perfwzfions;:and fhow their 


- good: will towards him, by being prefent 
; = . at’ 


.S 
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_ at the opening the place, and here he lived 
"in much Peace and quiet of Mind, conterting 
_ bifnfelf wich thac hile God -had beftowed 
upon him, and fequeftering bimfe!: from 
all fecular impleyments, to follow chat of 
_ his Call to the Minifiry, fez as Gut faid to 
 Mofes; he.shat made the Lips and Hearr, 
can give Eloquence and WVil¢om, without 
_ extraordinary acquirements in aii Univerfi- 


[Ve i 3s Ue ; . eae 
a _ During thefe things there-were Regula- 
tors fene, ip.co all Cities. and Towns corpo- 
" rate, topew model the Government'in the 
Magiltracy, dre. by turning out fome, and 
putting inothers; againft this, Mr. Bunyan, 
exprefled his Zcal with fome.wearine{s; as 
forefeeing. the bad confequence thaé would 
attend if, and laboured with his Congeegati- 
‘on, to, ptevenc their being impofed-og in, 
this kind, and when a great man in thofe 
_ days coming to Bedford, upon fome fuch Er- 
rand, fent fat him,.s ‘tis (uppofed to give 
- bina place of publick Fruft ; be would by 
no means come.at him, but fene his Ex- 
[at | ( aon a 
When he was at leifure from Writing 
atid Teaching, he often.came up to London, 
and there went among the. Congregations of 
the Nog-conformifts, and uled his Talent 
| | ‘to 
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to the great good liking of che-Hearers, ' 
and even fome co whom hé had been mire. 
prefented, upon the account of his Educa. 
tion, were convinced of bis Worth and 
Knowledge in Sacred things, as perceiving 
him tobe a man of a found Judgment, de- 
livering himfelf plainly and powerfully; in- 
fomuch, that many who ‘came meer Spe. 

Gators for novelty fake, rather than to edifice, 
and be improved, went away well {atisfied 
with whac they heard, and wondered as the | 
Fes did atthe Apoftles (viz) whence this 
Man fhould have chefe things, perhaps not 
confidering that God more inmediately af 
fifts thofe thac make it their bufinefs indu- 
ftrioufly and chearfully. co labour in his 
Vineyard. ee | 
Thus he {pent his latter years in imitation 
of his great Lord and Malter, the ever-blef- 
fed Jefus; He went about doing good, fo 
that the moft prying Critick, or even Malice 
her {elf is defied to find even upon the nat- 
rowelt fearch or obfervation any fully or 
~ ftain upon his Reputation, with which he— 
may be juftly charged ;_ - this we note as 
a challenge to thofe that have had the leaf ' 
regatd for him, ‘or thém of his ‘Perfwafton, 
and have one way or other appeared in 
s the. Prone of thofle that “Opprefied him - 
: | and! 
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‘and for the turning whofe hearts in obedi- 
: ence to the Commi(ffion and Gommandméent 
given him of God; he: frequently Prayed, 
and fomeyimes fought a: Bleffing for thrm, 
even with tears, the effects. of which they 
-may. peradyenture, though undefervédly- 
‘have found in their Perfons, Friends, .Rela- 
‘tions or Eftates; for God will hear the Rray- 
“er of the Fatchful, ard An(wer them,:.eyen — 
. for thofe that vex them: as it happened ta: 
_ tag, Cale of Fob’s praying for the three Per- 
- fons that had been grievous in their reproach 
: againtt him, even ip the day of his forrow.. 
- . But yer let me ‘come a liule nearer’ to par- 
‘ticulars, and periods. of. tinge, for the better 
-refrefhing the memories.of. thofe that knew 
his Labour and Suffe: ing 5 and. for the fatis-. 
- fation of all chac thall read-this Book.-." 
> After he was fenfibly convicted: of the 
wicked . Scate.of bis Life, and converted s. 
: he was Baptized into the Congregation, ‘and: 
- Admitted, a Member thereof, wx. in. the. 
_ Year 1655, and became {peedily:a very. 
- zealous profeffor., bur upon the Return of 
King Charles to the. Crewn 1660: he was- 
on the twelfth of Nowenber. taken, as he 
jwas Edifying. fome gaad Peaple,. that were. 
ui wee, eel at Bea 72) = pet 
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gottogether, to bear che Word, ‘and conf- 
ned in Bedford Goal, for she {pace of fix 
Yeats, till che Act of Indulgence to diffen- 
ters being allowed, he obtained: bis Freedom, 
by the laterecffion of fome in Truft and Pow. 
ey, that cook pity on bis (ufferings; but with. ? 
in fix Years afterwards, he was apain taken 
up, wx. in the Year 1666. and was then | 
confined.for fix Years more, when even the — 
Goaler rook (uth pity of his rigorous Suffer. 
ings; that he did.asthe Egypttan Goaler did, 
to Foeph, put all che care and cruft into his | 
Hands: When be was taken this laft rime, * 
he was Preaching on thefe Words, vex. Dof | 
thew beliewe the Son of God and this Impt- 
fonment continued fx Years, and when this , 
was over, another fhort affliction, which was * 
an Imoprifonment of half a Year fell to his | 
fhare : duting thefe confinments, he wrote | 
thefe following Books, wz. Of Prayer yy. 
the Spirit; The Holly Cities Refurreflan; | 
Grace. Abounding; Pilgrims ProgyeB \p 
Part. oO Si ee 
In the lat Year of his twelve Years Im- 
prifenmert, the Paftor of the Congregation { 
_ at Bedford died; aad he was Choftn 10 @ 
thae Care. of Souls,.on’ the twelfth of De- .. 
somber 1671, And in this his Charge, he {i 
ehentad difputes with Scholars, that came 
a - | > 
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to_oppofe -him, as {uppofing him au Ig- 
“norant perfon, and though he Argued plain- 
ly, and- by Scripture withour Phrafes and 
Logical Expreffions; yet he nonpluffed one 
‘who came to. oppofe him in his Congrega-. 
‘tion; -by demanding whether or no, we 
-hadthe true Copies of the Original Scrip- 
tures; and another, when he was Preactt- 
ing’ Accufed him of uncharicablenefs, for 
Saying it was very hard for weft to be faved, 
faying, by thathe weot about to exclude 
“moft of bis Congregation; but he confured 
‘him, and put him to filence, with the Pa- 
‘rable of the Srony ground, and other Texts 
out of :the.13 of AZatz.in our Saviours Ser- 
‘man our of -aShip; all his method being 
ta keep clofe to the Scriptures, and what . 
-he found not warranted there, himfelf 
would not warrant or determine, unlefs in 
{uch cafes as were plain; wherein do doubts 
,or {cruples did arife.. ca. oe. 
: But notto make-any further mention of 
this kinds it is well known,.that-this Perfon 
managed all his affairs wich (uch exactne(s, as. 
_if he had made it his (tudy above all other 
things, not to give cccafion of offence, but 
Sather. fiffer many inconveniences to avoid 
being never heard to Reproach, or Revile 
any, what injury foever he received, but 
_— 7 1 2 ‘rather 
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rather to Rebuke thofe that did; and asit' 
was bis Converfation, fo it is manifefted in: 
thofe Books he has caus’d to be Publifked to 
the World,” where’ like the Asch-Angel | 
difputing’ with Satan,* about the “Body of | 
Mofes, ag we find ic iri the Epiftle of Sc. Jude, 
brings Railing, Accufation; (but leaves the’ 
Rebukers, thofe that perfecuted him,) to: 
the Lord. rr ae Me ed ‘ 2 i ; . 
In his’ Family, he kepe up a very’ hid: 

| Dicipline, in Prayer and Exhortations, be. ' 
ing in this like Jofbus, as that good Man Ex. | 
preffes it, wiz. Whatever others did; as for’ 
wie and my Houle; wewill ferve the Lord; and’ 
— indeed a Biefling waited upon his Labouts: 
and Exdeavours, tothat his Wife as the Pfal- 
mist fays.-Was o a pleafant Vine upon the: 
Walls of bia Floufe, and bis Children like0- 
Teve Branches round bis Table, for fo fhall it be, 
mith the Manthat fears the Lord; and théugh | 
by Reafon of. the many Loffes he-fuftained 
by Imprifonment and Spoil of his chargable ' 
Sickuefs, Cc. his Earthly Treafures (welled ' 

- “not to excefs she always had .fufficient, to: 
‘live decently and credibly , aod with that be. 
had the greareft of all Treafures, which iv’ 
content’;-for asthe Wile Man fays, That i 


nd 


_ acontinaal Feafh, 
| 
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But where content dwells, cyen a poor 
Cottage is a Kingly Palace ; and this Hap- 
pinels he had all his Lite long, not fo much 
minding. this World, as knowing he was 
here as a Pilgrim and. Stranger, and. had 
‘no tarrying City, buc looking for one noe 
‘made with Hands, Eternal in the Higheft 
‘Heavens: but at length worn out with 
Sufferings,. Age, and often Teaching the 
day of his Diffoluciondrew near, and Death 
“thae unlocks che Prifon of the Soul, to in- 
‘Jarge it for a more glo:ious Manfion, puc 
a top to his Ating his part on che Stage 
of Mortality ; Heaven like Earthly Princes 
“when it threateos War, being always fo 
kind as to call home it’s Ambafladors, be- 
‘fore ic be denounced, and even the laft Act, 
ar .Ulndertaking of his, was a Labour of 
* Love and Charity s for itfo falling our, that 
“a young Gendeman a Neighbour to Mr. 
- Bunyan happening into the di(gleafure of 
‘his Father, and being much troubled jn. 
‘mind upon that Account, as alfo for that 
‘he had heard his Father purpofed to difin« 
“herit him, or otherwife deprived him of 
what he had to leave ; he pitched upon Mr. _ 
' Banyan as a fit Manto make way for hia 
{ubmiffion, and prepare his Fathers mind 
ro receive him, ie he as willing 
roe tG 
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190 Grace abounding. -~ | 
to do any good Office, as it could be reque- |. 
fled, as readily undertook it ; and fo Riding ' 
to Redasxg in Barkfbire, he then there uled | 
fuch! prefling Arguments and. Reafons a- | 
gainft Anger and Paffon, as alfa for Love | 
cand Reconciliation. ‘that the Father was’) 
— molitfied, and bis Bowels yern’d, towards ; 
‘his recurning Son : 
‘But Mr. Banyan aker he had: difpofed . 
all things to the beft, for accommodation, | 
returning ta London, and being overtaken | 
with exceffive Rains, coming to his Lodg- © 
‘ing extream' We, fell fick of a violent . 
‘Feaver, which he bore wih much’ con . 
 flancy and patience, acd exprcfied him’e!, . 
as it he defi:ed “nothing mere chan to bey 
diffolved, and to be with Cbrift in chat’ 
cafe, efteeming Death as gain, and’ Life! 
-only a tedious delaying felicity expected ; 
and finding bis Vital —— decay, hz- 
ving fettled bis mind and affairs, as wellas: 
‘the fhortnefs of his time, and the vic Fence of’ 
the. difeafe would permit, with a conftant 
and Chriftian patience, he refign’d bis Soul 
into the hands of his moft merciful Redee- 
- mer, following his Pilgrim from the Cicy of 
~Deftru@icn, to the New Ferufalem his bet- 
ter part having been all along there, in ho, 
‘Ty’ contemplation, pantings and breathiog 
aera ~ ter 
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j after.the hidden’ Manna, ‘arid Water: of 
. Life, asby fiany holy and. humiBle Gorfola- 
- tionsexpicttin his Letters, ra feveral Perlons 
in Prifon, and out of Prifon, too many to 
, be hete incerted ar prefenr. He died at the 
--Houfe of one Mr Siradtocks .a Grocer, at 
i the Star on Sz bill, in’ the Patifh of St. 
Sepu'chers, London, ov the iz cf Augaft 1688. 
- ard ia the 60 Year @ his Age, after ten days 
. Sickne& ; ard was buried inthe New bury- 
- ihg Piace, near the Artillery Ground, where 
| he fleepsto the Morning of the Refurrection, 
—itvhepes of a glorici.s Rifing, to an meorry pe 

tible’ immortality of det: Happinets, 
where no moré Trouble and Sorrow fhall 
_ afi him, bufall tears be wiped away, when - 
the J.-(f Diall be ‘incorrupted, as Members-of, 
—Chriftcheir’ Head, and Reign with him, as 
: Kings and Pricftsfor ever, 
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A brief, Charadler of Mr. John Bunyan. 
“WF FE appeared iirCownienance, to be of 4 
= ftern and rough Temper s but in his 
_-converfation mild and affable, not given to 
Loquacity or much Difcoturfe in company, 
unlefs fome urgent occafion required its 
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obiesying never-to boaft of himfelf, or his 


Parts, buc rather {cem low in his own Eyes, 
and fubmit himfelf ‘to the Judgment of o. 
thers, abhoring Lying and Swearing, being 
juft in all that lay in his Power to his word, 


mot fecming to revenge Injuries, loving ta: 
reconcile. differences, and. ve friendfhip — 
“yC, accam- | 


with all, he had a fhaip quick 
plithed with an Exceller 

fons} being of good i 
Wit. As for his Perfon he was Tall of Sta: 
sure, flrong Boned, thongh not ¢corputenr, 


fomewhat of a/Ruddy Face, with Spark. 


ling Eyes, wearing his Hair on his upper 
Lip, atcer the Old Britifb fathion;, his Hair 
_ Reddifh, but in -his Jatcer davs, time. had 
. {prinkled it wich Grey, bis Nofe well {cr, 


but not declini-g or-bendiag, and his Mouth » 


moderate Large, his Forehead fomething 
high, and his Habit always plain and modeft; 
_ and thus have. we impartially defcribed the 


internal’ and excernal Parts of a Perfon, | 


whofe, death bath been much Regreteed, a 
- Perfon who had twyed theSmiles and: Frowns 


of Time; not puffed up in Profperity, nor ! 


— fhaken ‘ih Advetfiy ; always holding che 
Golden Meen. - oe ann 


. <n him at once did three great Worskies Shine, 
Hiftcrian, Poet, and a Cheice Divine: 
Then let bim Reft in undiflurbed DuGyio - - 
‘Until the Refurrettion of whe fue 


Ae, na laa Ree, 


ye difcerning of Per. 
adgmeat and quick . 
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| gg N this his Pilgrimage, God Brefied him 

: I with four Children, one of which Na- 
. med Mary was blind, and died ome years 
' before, his other Ghildren are Thowas, Jo- 
. feph and Sarah, afid’ his Wife Elizabeth 
having lived to {ee him overcome his La- - 
_ bour and Sorrow, and pafs from this Life 
" to receive the reward of his Works, long 
~ Survived him, not but 1692 fhe died to fol. 
~ low her faithful Pilgrim: from this World 
“to the other, whether he was gone before 
l fher, whilft his Works, which confit of 
Sixty Books, which remain for the edify- 
' ing of the Reader, and the Praife of the 
’ .Author, | . : 
! ._. Kale. 
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A CATALOGUE of Mr Fob» 
So Bunyan's” BOOKS. 


. “Race Abounding to the chief f Sia 
ners, being bis Life and Death, or 

the Author’sConverfion, 

\. Water of Lif ‘proceeding out of the 
Throne of God. © 

R. is will —— la - Spirit, and with the 

nding alf 

[. ne and. Grats, ot the Nature of the two 
Covenants. 
5, Country Rhimes’ for Children, upon fe 
ge four things.‘ 

5, The Fear of God. 

7, Saved by Grace. 

3. Firft Day che Chtittian Sabbath. 


) Pilgrims Progrefs, the firft Pare, withCuts. 


o.PilgrimsProgrefs,the fecondPart,withCuts. 
tA Lifeand Death of Mr. Badwran,withCuts, 
tg. Serious Meditations upon the Four Laft 
Things, Death, Judgment, Heaven | ‘and 
Hell, with Prifon Medications.° 8 
13. Greatne(s of the Soul, with the un: ‘peakaé | 
blenefs of -V’s Lofs. 
‘4. Sighs from: Hell, ’or_ the Groans of a 
damned Soul. _ : 
15. Irftru@tions for the Ignorant. - 
16. Come and Welcome to Jefus Chrift. 
17. Publican and. Pharifee at Prayer. 
13, The, Barren Fig-trce, | 
ip The ftrait-Gate,- *” 20, Chri 


30. Some Gofpel. Truths opened. es 


+33." Advict to Sufferers. - 
‘ * Esa Adv rating ene Chri. 


| 26. eM City. Be MY BD 


St 


Chiiflian oe ~ : 
. A Holy Lifethe Duty of Chriftians, 
‘Bieion and Reprobation. ..- 1 "4 
4 a arg Sok Salvation.and‘Damnagou | 
God News for the -Vileft of Mea, OF * 
‘hela for defpairing Souls. ee 
25. Light for chem that fit in Darknefs. * ; 
26. Juftification ‘by JeGasChrift , gaint Do: 
or Fowlers, &c 
27, Contetlion of Faith. and Reafon of Pray 
tice in Worthip. 
28. Difference ig Judgment: about Water, 
Baptifm, no Bar to:‘Communien. 
29. Peaceable Principles and: Trucs | 
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31.. A’ Virdicatian. of. that. ae 
32. The Hout of God. ° oe Ge 


Temple 


ypes,. and es Building 
4 explained : 


ee i 7 2 
des 
oe ere aS, ee de oie oe eee es ak 


4 Je! HY at. : 
38. ReGirrection from the Dea 1 and Ererna 
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